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EXTRACTS FROM THE WILL OF THE LATE
WILLARD FISKE

- ——*“I give and bequeath to the Cornell University at Ithaca,
New York, all my books relating to Iceland and the old Scandi-
navian literature and history. . . .”

——*T give and bequeath to the said Cornell University . . .
the sum of Five Thousand (5000) Dollars, to have and to hold
for ever, in trust, nevertheless, to receive the income thereof, and
to use and expend the said income for the purposes of the publi-
cation of an annual volume relating to Iceland and the said
Icelandic Collection in the library of the said University.”

In pursuance of these provisions the following volumes have
been issued:
IsLaNDICA I. Bibliography of the Icelandic Sagas, by
Halld6r Hermannsson. 1908.
IsLanpica II. The Northmen in America (982—c. 1500),
by Halldér Hermannsson. 1909.
IsLanpica III. Bibliography of the Sagas of the Kings of
Norway and related Sagas and Tales, by
Halld6r Hermannsson. 1910.
IsLanpica IV. The Ancient Laws of Norway and Iceland,
by Halld6r Hermannsson. 1911.
IsLanpica V. Bibliography of the Mythical-Heroic Sagas,
by Halldér Hermannsson. 1912.
Istanpica VI, Icelandic Authors of to-day, with an ap-
pendix giving a list of works dealing
with Modern Icelandic Literature, by
: Halldér Hermannsson. 1913.
IsranNpIcA . VII. The Story of Griselda in Iceland, edited
by Halld6r Hermannsson. 1915.
IsLanpica VIII. - An Icelandic Satire (Lof Lyginnar). By
Porleifur Halldérsson. Edited by Hall-
dér Hermannsson. 1915.
IstanpicA IX. Icelandic Books of the Sixteenth Century,
by Halldér Hermannsson. 1916.



IsLanpicA  X. Annalium in Islandia farrago and De mira-
bilibus Islandie, by Bishop Gisli Odds-
son. Edited by Halldér Hermannsson.
1917.

There have also been issued:

CATALOGUE of the Icelandic Collection bequeathed by Willard
Fiske. Compiled by Halldér Hermannsson. Ithaca, N. Y.
1914. 4° pp. viii + 755.

CaTALOGUE of Runic Literature forming a part of the Icelandic
Collection bequeathed by Willard Fiske. Compiled by Hall-
d6r Hermannsson, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1917.
4° pp. viii + (2) + 106, 1 pl.
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ICELANDIC PERIODICAL LITERATURE

Mjér er mikils visir, as an Icelandic proverb runs, may well
serve as a motto for the history of the periodical press which
from small beginnings has grown to be one of the most con-
spicuous features of present-day civilization. In the following
pages this development will be described as far as Iceland is
concerned, from the appearance of the first periodical publica-
tion down to the year 1874, when constitutional government
was established there.

Conditions in Iceland in earlier times were especially unfavor-
able to all literary co-operation, to the flourishing of societies or
publishing of periodicals. The country was large and thinly
populated; communications between the different districts were
carried on over very poor roads, which more properly might be
called paths or trails, and on which only the sure-footed Icelandic
ponies could be used as beasts of burden; carriages were unknown
and coastwise sailings undreamt of. Such were the difficulties
with which the inhabitants had to contend in this respect, that
goods which were to go from one part of the country to another
were sometimes sent by way of Copenhagen,! since from there all
the merchant vessels sailed for the various ports in Iceland.
Regular mail service between Denmark and. Iceland was not
established until 1786,? and for a long time the mail vessel made
only one or two trips annually. Shortly before 1780 four overland
mail routes, for letters only, were decided upon,® but the scheduled
trips were not carried out with any regularity;* a really organized
mail service within the country can hardly be said to have been

1 See for example government letter of May 1, 1790, about the d:sposal
of the Hélar books (Lovsamling for Island V, pp. 678-68

2 See ordinances of Aug. 18, 1786, § 16 (Lovs. for Isl , Pp. 310, 334),
and of June 13, 1787, I, §§ 21—22 (sb4d. V, pp. 432-433); cf. a.lso letter of April
14, 1778 (sbid. IV, ppf '437-439). 1

3 See ordinances of Mayl,l 6 (Lovs. sl. IV, 2 02), and of
July 8, 1779 (sbid. IV, pp. $95-§Z)I.( Jén fohnsomuS.p%’asz;gr 1)782. Pp.
223-239).

4 Cf. article by SigurBur Melsted in Ny félagsrit VI, 1846, pp. 105-122
(Um bladleysi og péstleysi 4 fslandi).



2i.cidiovi o 7T ISLANDICA

established until the latter half of the nineteenth century;!'and in
the early mail regulations no provision is made for the carrying
of papers or collecting of subscriptions. There was no adminis-
trative or commercial centre within the country. The govern-
ment officials, secular and ecclesiastigal, lived here and there all
over the island. The governor-general, who usually was a Dane,
had his official residence at Bessastadir in the South, and the two
lawmen lived on their estates, wherever these happened to be.
The Althing still met at Thingvellir for two weeks in the summer,
but it was no longer frequented by the general public as of old;
only those came there who had some business to transact or
whose duty it was to be present. If there were any centres of
intellectual activity, these might chiefly be looked for at the two
sees, Hélar in the North and Skalholt in the South, each of which
had a cathedral school with a small collection of books which
hardly deserved the name of a library. At Hélar the only print-
ing press in the country was located for about two hundred
years, but being under ecclesiastical control, it was principally
devoted to the printing of religious works. On the part of indi-
viduals there was, however, no lack of intellectual interest, yet
circumstances compelled every one to work by himself and de-
pend chiefly on his own collection of books and manuscripts.
In the country there were no cities or towns, or hardly even vil-
lages. In the last category might perhaps be classed the various
trading stations along the coast, but the shops there were as a
rule closed in winter and very few people lived there; in the
neighborhood of these were often found fishing stations, but they
were also usually abandoned at the end of the fishing season.
Town privileges were granted in 1786 to six of the trading
stations or ports,2 and these after a long time finally developed
into towns of some size, one of them being Reykjavik, the
present capital? The trade monopoly was the principal obstacle
to enterprise and progress, and had as bad an effect on the
intellectual life as on the material welfare of the people. The

1 See ordinance of Feb. 26, 1872 (Lovs. f. Isl. XXI, pp. 198-220). Cf.
Andvari, XXVI, 1901, pp. 174-194 (Um péstmal 4 fslandi, by Vilhj. Jénsson).

2 See ordinance of Nov. 17, 1786 (Lovs. f. Isl. V, pp. 343-352).

3 For the early history of Reykjavik, see Bishop Jén Helgason, Pegar
Reykjavik var fjértdn veira, Reykjavik, 1916. 8°, pp. 138, 4 pls.—Cf. also
Vikverji 11, 1874, pp. 133-134; Isafold XIII, 1886, pp. 97-98, 133-134,
139-140, XIV, 1887, pp. 95-96.
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merchants were all foreigners, ignorant of conditions in the
country and bent only upon their own profit.

From this it will be clear that there was no place within the
country itself which could be called the capital,—so far as an Ice-
landic capital existed at all, this was to be found in Copenhagen.
There was the seat of the government of Iceland—several hun-
dred miles away across the sea; there gathered all Icelanders
desirous of higher education; and, since the beginning of. the
eighteenth century, there was located the most valuable collection
of Icelandic manuscripts and books, which was indispensable
to all those who occupied themselves with the history and
literature of the country, and which was the source upon which
depended chiefly the restoration and revival of Icelandic letters
as well as the national and political awakening of the people.
It was therefore natural that with the Icelandic colony in Copen-
hagen originated in those early days most of the movements
which aimed at the intellectual, economical, and political progress
of the nation, and these reached the people at home through
periodicals or printed books. This explains why so many of the
Icelandic periodicals were printed in Copenhagen.

In some countries written news-sheets antedated the printed
newspaper; they seem also to have been known in Iceland,!
although they never were common there. No news-pamphlets
or news-books were printed there,? but some of the Danish ones
treat of Icelandic events,® and doubtless many of those printed
in Denmark and, perhaps, in other countries, found their way to
Iceland.* To what extent foreign newspapers and periodicals

! See Jon Jénsson, Skili Magnisson landfégeti, Reykjavik, 1911, pp. 345~
352.—Poems were often made on recent events, domestic and foreign, and
they spread rapidly over the country, although they were not printed. These
are comparable to the broadsheet ‘‘ ballads '’ in other countries (cf. J. B.
Williams, 4 h;’story of English journalism to the foundation of the gazette, London,
1908, pp. 4-5)-

2 The ““ MorBbréfa-baklingar’ by Bishop Gudbr. Porlaksson (cf. Islandica
IX, pcpl)l. 42, 48) come nearest to the news-pamphlets, but can hardly be classed
as such.

3 Such were e. g. Sandferdig oc kort Iszlandiske Relation om . . . Jordskelff
« « « hoss Tyckebey Kloster, Copenhagen, 1627; Iszlandske oc Feriesche Hylding,
Copenhagen, 1650, which event also was described in Latin by Runélfur
Jonsson, Homagss Islandict letus Mercurius, Hafniz, 1650 (cf. P. M. Stolpe,
Dagspressen i Danmark 1, 1878, pp. XLV, LXXIV).

¢ For instance the pamphlet about the Gowrie conspiracy (see Einar
Gudmundsson, Skotlands rimur ed. by W. A. Craigie, Oxford, 1908, pp. 3~4).
For other pamphlets, see Islandica X, pp. 22, 29.
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were read in Iceland it is impossible to say; they certainly were not
common there, only a few of the wealthier men may have received
some regularly. One is, however, surprised to find how well-
informed many people in Iceland were about foreign events, as
is clearly seen from annals and other similar writings. This
information must have been gathered partly from books and
news-pamphlets, partly through correspondence, and doubtless
to some extent also from merchants, sea-captains, and sailors.

Neither laws nor the government interfered in any way with
the development of the press in Iceland. No rigorous censorship
was exercised, and although certain rules were to be observed
regarding the press,! they were of no practical consequence. It
was not until late in the period here treated that some difficulties
arose between the authorities and the press, and they were not of
a very serious character.

The earliest periodical publication in Icelandic was the report
of the yearly sessions of the Althing at Thingvellir which was
printed for the first time at Skélholt in 1696 under the title of
Alpingisb6ken,—this being changed from 1743 to that of Log-

ingisb6ken. Thenceforth it was printed annually until 1800,
when the Althing was abolished (by royal letter of June 7, 1800),
with the exception of the years 1698-1703, 1717, 1729-30, 1733,
173842, 1757, 1759-64, 1770, and 1772; the reports for these
years must have circulated in manuscript as was customary
before 1696. The printed reports represent thin quarto vol-
umes, only those after 1795 being in octavo; they were printed
at Skalholt the first two years (1696-97), at Hélar from 1704 to
1771, at Hrappsey from 1773 to 1794, and finally at Leirirgardar
from 1795 to 1800. They were, as a rule, signed by the Secretary
of the Althing (Landspingisskrifari), some even having his auto-
graph signature and seal; they were published at public expense;
the years 1795-98, however, were published by Bjérn Gott-
skilksson and the years 1799-1800 by [slands almenna Upp-
Sfredingarstiptun.? The power and functions of the Althing had

1Only a few of the Danish ordinances about the press were ever pro-
mulgated in Iceland; see especially the one of Sept. 27, 1799, and circular
letter of the same date (Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 386397, 404—409; Minnisv. 8.
II, p. 456), cf. government letter of Feb. 25, 1837 (Lovs. f. Isl. XI, pp. 20-31).
See also privilege for Gudm. Schagfjord regarding the LeirargarB3ar press of
Nov. 8, 1799 (ibid. VI, pp. 410—411).

2 The Alpingis- and Ligbingisbekur are practically all described in W. Fiske,
Bibliographical Notices, 1, IV-VI1, 1886-1907.—The Icelandic Historical
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been much restricted when the absolute monarchy was estab-
lished in the island in 1662. Henceforth the proceedings con-
sisted chiefly of disposing of legal cases which had been appealed

Prenud § GRM@%I op Joone Snoveafore/

Title-page of the first Alpingisbék.

from the lower courts, of promulgating new laws, and of making
other announcements of public interest. Thus this venerable
institution had become a mere shadow of its former self; the
Society has now commenced to publish the transactions of the Althing from
1570, and two volumes have appeared down to date.—Bjérn Stephensen

published, during the years 1797-1803, the Acta Yfirréttarins in five octavo
volumes, covering the years 1756-96.
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abolition of it nevertheless was greatly regretted by the people,
principally because of its glorious past and of the traditions
connected with it; but under the circumstances it was probably
expedient to replace it by a National Superior Court situated
in Reykjavik, which was gradually developing into the capital
of the country.

Down to the second half of the eighteenth century there was
only one press in Iceland, which, as stated above, was under the
control of the bishops of Hélar; for a short period (1685-1703)
it was kept at Skalholt,! and thereafter moved back to Hélar.
But by a royal letter of June 4, 1772,? a privilege was granted to
Olafur Olavius to establish a printing press within the Skalholt
diocese, and he was permitted to print there books of every kind
except religious works and school books, this exception being
made to protect the Hélar press from competition. Being with-
out means of his own, Olavius had to borrow money for the
press from Bogi Benediktsson, a wealthy farmer of Hrappsey in
Breidifjordur.? In 1773 Olavius landed with the press at
Stykkish6lmur, a trading station on Breidifjérdur, but as no
place was to be found for it there, it was brought to Hrappsey
where it remained for about twenty years. Soon there arose
some difficulties between Olavius and Bogi; the latter finally
bought Olavius’ share in the press, thus becoming the sole owner
of it Henceforth Bogi with the assistance of Magniis Ketilsson, -
prefect of Dalasysla, had charge of it and its publications.

In many respects Magnds Ketilsson® was in advance of his
age. He was a man of considerable learning and wide interests
both in literary matters and practical affairs. His connection
with the press gave rise to the first newspaper printed in Iceland.
In October 1773 appeared the first number of the Islandske
Maaneds Tidender, a monthly in Danish, which he continued
to edit for the following three years. Volumes one and two seem

1 See privilege of Feb. 14, 1685 (Lovs. f. Isl. I, p. 428).

2 Lovs. f. Isl. 111, pp. 773~774-
? For. Bogi’s life, see Bogi Benediktsson, Zfidgrip fedganna Jéns Péturssonar,
Bened. Jonssonar, Boga Benediktssonar, etc. Videyarklaustri, 1823. 8°.

¢ See Islandske Maaneds Tidender I, pp. 81-83.

8 Magnas Ketilsson was born Jan. 29, 1730, and died July 18, 1803. For
his life, see Bogi Benediktsson, Syslumannacfir 11, pp. 718-733; P. Thorodd-

sen, Landfredissaga Islands III, pp. 122-124. ‘The portrait published here
is by S. M. Hélm (cf. O3inn VI, p. 45) and doubtless is bad.
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PERIODICAL LITERATURE 7

to have been issued from the Hrappsey press in regular monthly
numbers of sixteen pages in small octavo, until September 1775.
Volume three, covering October 1775 to September 1776, was
printed in Copenhagen; it has a title-page as the others
have not. With the exception of the first three numbers (Oct.—-
Dec. 1773) which are in Roman characters, all three volumes
are printed in Gothic type.! This novel publication made its
first appearance without a word of explanation as to its purpose
or plans, nor was the editor’'s name anywhere given. It was
not until the January number of 1774 that the editor addressed
his readers. He apologized there for not being able to write
Danish well, ‘“‘least of all suitably to the taste of these en-
lightened times,” as he says;? but he did not give any reason
for writing it at all—in other words for publishing his paper in
a foreign language. It was not because he sympathized with
those few misguided men of his day who actually advocated
the adoption of the Danish tongue by the Icelanders; on the
contrary, he strongly opposed that suggestion in a later article
(vol. III, pp. 81-87), in which he showed how difficult, even
impossible, it would be to bring about such a change, at the same
time pointing out what a great loss the dropping of Icelandic
would be. Through his paper he addressed himself, not to the
people at large, but to the educated men and the Danish officials,
and that must have been the reason for his choice of medium,
as very few of the Danes understood Icelandic. But he may also
have followed the example of periodicals in German and French,
which were published in Denmark and which were intended for
a similar class of people in that country. In this address to his
readers the editor also pointed out the difficulty of this journalistic
enterprise especially as to news gathering, and drew attention to
the impossibility of filling twelve sheets annually with domestic
or even foreign news; besides, he complained that the press and
its staff were not so well equipped and reliable as was to be

! There is some confusion as to the numbering of the volumes and the
pagination. All the numbers from Oct. 1773 to Dec. 1774 are counted as
““Forste Aargang,” while they have three separate page numbers: Oct.—Dec.
1773, Pp. 1-48; Jan.-Sept. 1774, pp. 1-144; Oct.—Dec. 1774, pp. 1-48 which
is continued in the numbers for Jan.-Sept. 1775, although they are styled
‘‘Anden Aargang.” For full description of the volumes, see W. Fiske, Bibl.
Not. IV, 69; V, 50.

! His style abounds in Icelandicisms of all kinds, such as Beer, Vindemend,
Kiobemend, kiere sig, etc.



"ISLANDICA

ISLANDSKE

MAANEDS
TIDEND ER

Fra.Oflobr, Maaneds Begyndelfe 1773,
, til
Septembris Udgang 1974,

FOoRsSTE AARGANG
Jor
OCTOBER,

Hraresoe trykte udidet Kongl, al}emaadigﬁ,
nyg privilegerede Bogtrykkerie,

Nyheder,
Fra Sonderiandes,

Man ‘hérer.her endnu over alt, at beade
Hoie og Lave tillzgge de vidtberﬁmte.Eng.
elfke hoie Herrer BANK. og SoLanpEs fom
afvigte Efterhdft, anxomiden Tankeat befee
Landet, etalmindeligtRoesfonderésHuua‘-
~Niteeog Gavmildhed. 1blandt andet beret«
'tes at den Bonde fom leedfagede Skibet ind
aa Havnefiorden hvor diffe Herrer fand¢
for godt at kafte Anker og forblive nogen
Tiid, fkal have faset en anfeelig-Belonning.
Paa Relfen til det ildfprudende Bizrg Hecly
fkalde med ftdrfte Noiagtighed have givet
Agt paa alt hvad nxerkvacrdigt forefalt i
. Nat-

The first page of the Islandske Maaneds Tidender.
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desired.! In place of news he proposed therefore to fill the
monthly numbers with various essays and articles which, al-
though dry and imperfect, might give the sensible reader some-
thing to think about. An examination of the volumes also
reveals that only a very small portion of them is filled with what
is usually called news. The far larger part is devoted to articles
and reports on topics about which the people were especially
concerned at that time, such as the trade, which was the burning
question of the day. Skdli Magnisson, the editor’s uncle, had
then for about a quarter of a century fought the trade monopo-
lists, and had at last succeeded in opening the eyes of the Danish
government to the harmfulness of the system, and also had
aroused his own countrymen to a more concerted opposition
against it. Magniis Ketilsson was a staunch supporter of his
uncle in this struggle; his articles on the subject were calmly
and clearly written, occasionally in the form of a dialogue. The
monthly also included much about various other practical ques-
tions, such as horticulture, agriculture, farming, and fishing.
The editor was a good householder and much interested in the
improvement of rural conditions; on his farm he made experiments
with plants and various kinds of grain, and he communicated
the results in his paper, where he likewise published accounts of
the results obtained by other people. Reports on the new
industrial and other enterprises he also included. On the whole
he sided with the farmer as against the fisherman. There are a
few articles on legal topics and decisions of the courts, and
in the last volume a summary of new laws and ordinances.
Some abuses came in for severe criticism, such as the absurd
prejudice against the eating of horse meat (II, pp. 83-96), and
the great number of holidays. At times the editor published
half-humorous descriptions of contemporary affairs, like the
Oxar4 assembly (Feb. 1774) and the treatment of criminals
(March 1774). A few book reviews may be mentioned, but
these deal chiefly with the publications of the Hrappsey press.
Most of the articles were written by the editor himself, there
being only a few contributions fromyothers. Considering the
novelty of the enterprise and the difficulties the editor had to

1 The editor lived at BaBardalur on the mainland, at a considerable dis-
tance from Hrappsey. See the notice about misprint, I, p. 144, and also about
stories inserted without the editor’s knowledge, II, p. 51.
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contend with, the Islandske Maaneds Tidender is a creditable
publication for its time; but it ought to have been published in
Icelandic.

The next periodical publication takes us to Copenhagen, where
a considerable number of Icelanders always lived. It appears
that in the year of 1779, two young Icelandic students, Olafur
Olafsson! and Pérarinn Sigvaldason Liliendal,? conceived the
idea of founding a society, the principal aim of which should be
to improve the literary taste among the Icelanders by publishing
writings in poetry and prose, as well as to spread useful informa-
tion in other branches of knowledge.! The plan was submitted
to Jén Firiksson,* who then held a high governmental position
and who beyond doubt was the most influential of his country-
men in Copenhagen, besides being one of the most learned of
men. He eagerly embraced the plan put before him by the two
young men, and henceforth became the leading spirit of the
society until his tragicend. The society was formally established
on Aug. 30, 1779, under the name of H73 islenzka Lerdémslista-
Jélag (The Icelandic Literature Society); later it added the
epithet of royal (konumglegt) to its name, in pursuance of the
royal letter of June 22, 1787.5° The by-laws bear the date of
Dec. 16, 1779,% and their first paragraph provided that such a
society should exist for ever (um alldr og @ft) among the Icelandic
students at the University. The society was to support all
arts and sciences which could be of any consequence to Iceland,
in particular those connected with household affairs, handicrafts,

1 ()lafur Olafsson (1753—!832) afterwards became professor in the Kongs-
berg mining school; about him and his writings, see J. B. Halvorsen, Norsk
Forfatter-Lextkon, IV PP. 345-346.

? About Liliendal (1755—9&) see Nyerup & Kraft, Alm. Litteratur-Lexicon
P. 345; Bogi Benediktsson, Syslumannaefir, 111, p. 516

3 See Ol. Olafsson’s own account of the founding of the society, in Sveinn
Palsson, ZLfisaga Jéns Eyrikssonar 1828, pp. 148-154.

4 J6n Eiriksson was born in Iceland Aug. 31, 1728, and died in Copenhagen
March 29, 1787. For his life and work, see espee:ally Sveinn Pélsson, Zfisags
Jéns Eyrikssonar, Kaupmannahéfn, 1828 8° pp. (4) + 187, with portralt
C. W. Brunn, T4 Erindring om Jon Emhsm, Kjoébenhavn, 1887, 8°, pp. 37;

Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lextkon, IV, pp. 535-538; Worm, Lexicon over
Mendl pp. 285-287, 111, pp. 195-197, 924; Nyerup& Kraft, Alm. Literatur-
Lexmm, pPP. 153-154; The Foretgn Quarterly Review IX, 1832, pp. 59—62.

& See Rit VIII, pp. 287-288; Ligbingisbooken 1787, pp. 46—47.

¢ Ens Islendska Lerdoms-Lista Felags Skraa, etc. Copenhagen, 1780, 8°,
Pp. 51. See also Niar Sambycktir of April 4, 1787, printed in Copenhagen,
1787, 8°, pp. 15. About various provisions, cf. also Rit I, pp. xxxix-xl; VI,
P- Xxiv; IX, P. XXxvi.
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the livelihoods of the inhabitants, and the utilisation of the natural
resources of the country. The disciplines to which attention
should be given were enumerated as follows: natural theol-
ogy,” philosophy including ethics, natural science, mathematics,
and belles-lettres. Especially noteworthy are the provisions
concerning the language. In its publications the society was
to use the Icelandic tongue, preserve it and purify it of all
foreign words and phrases which had crept in; these were to be
replaced by new words if no old ones could be found, but words
of foreign origin which had been used by the writers of the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries might be retained. There
were three classes of members: ordinary, extraordinary, and
honorary. The first managed the society and were required
to understand Icelandic; they were to submit to the society
every year some writing, original or translated, on the subjects
which they were most familiar with. All written contributions
were to be passed upon at the meetings; later this was delegated
to committees. No royalties seem to have been paid at first,
but later a remission of the annual dues was promised those who
contributed articles.! Regular meetings were held every fort-
night; afterwards their number was reduced to one every month;?
two extraordinary meetings were held annually. The first
printed list of members (1781) enumerates 47 members, of whom
30 were ordinary or regular; in 1787 there were 78, including
38 ordinary; while the last list (1796) gives 127 members, 46
of them ordinary. The presidency was occupied by Jén Eiriks-
son from the beginning until his death in 1787. Laurits Andreas
Thodal® succeeded him as a president; he was a Norwegian by
birth and for many years had been the governor-general of
Iceland; thus he was fairly well acquainted with Icelandic
affairs, but his knowledge of the language was imperfect. The
secretaries were, first Liliendal who served until 1787, then
Benedikt J. Grondal (1787—92), and finally Jén Johnsonius.
The first treasurer was Olafur Olafsson who held the position

1Cf. Rit IX, p. xxxvi.

2 In the supplementary by-laws of 1787. There it was also provided that
the secretary and treasurer should give their reports at the meetings in Danish!
This doubtless was the effect of Thodal’s election as president.

3 Thodal (ca. 1718-1808) was governor-general of Iceland 1770-1785 and
discharged his duties better than most of the foreigners who occupied that
position. Cf. Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon XVII, pp. 202—203.
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until 1783; Magniis Stephensen served for two years (1785-87),
whereafter Hans Jensen, a Dane, was elected, remaining in the
office until the end.

The publications of the society began to appear in 1781, under
the title of Rit pess (konunglega) 1slenzka Leerdémslistafélags.
Annually a small octavo volume was published of some 300
pages, exclusive of the preface and list of members, which were
printed at the front of each volume. On the back of the title-page
were printed in a line-border the words: ‘“Gudi! Kondnginum!
og Fédurlandinu!”—a traditional phrase under the absolute
monarchy. Then came a dedication to Prince Frederick, fol-
lowed by a preface in Icelandic with a Danish translation on the
opposite page giving an account of the contents of the volume;
this Danish translation was doubtless printed out of considera-
tion for the numerous foreign members. There were published
fifteen volumes in all. Their contents are remarkable both as to
the variety of subjects treated and as to the quality of the articles.!
Among the authors were many of the leading men in Iceland
at the time; of them one may mention in particular Olafur
Stephensen, the governor-general, Stef4n Pérarinsson, governor
of the Northern and Eastern Provinces, Magnis Ketilsson,
Bishop Hannes Finnsson, and last but not least J6n Eirfksson,
the president; each of these has written several contributions.
As to subjects the greatest number of the articles deal with farm-
ing and fishing; this was in accordance with Jén Eiriksson’s
policy of laying principal stress upon practical matters. There
are some thirty articles on farming and other things connected
with farm life; some dozen on fishing in its various phases; half
a score or more on different handicrafts and industries which
were or might be carried on in Iceland. With the view of incit-
ing to enterprise, there were printed every year lists of those
who had distinguished themselves in these fields and had been
awarded prizes or some other kind of recognition by the govern-
ment and the Danish Agricultural Society. Furthermore there
were lists of those subjects on which the society wished to receive
articles or to call attention to. Of great interest were the statis-
tical reports on the population by Bishop Hannes and Stefan

1'The articles were frequently illustrated by plates. Many of these are
often lacking in the extant copies. The late Asgeir Torfason, who was a keen

observer of books, told me in 1914 that he had never found a copy which
contained all the plates. In the Fiske copy great many plates are lacking.
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Pérarinsson; and the historical treatises by the former were
most valuable. The question of trade was hardly touched upon
in this annual; there is only one article which deals directly
with it; but that it was thus neglected was apparently because
the question had received a temporary solution through the
royal ordinance of Aug. 18, 1786, whereby the trade monopoly
was abolished and freedom of trade established between Iceland
and the other parts of the Danish monarchy.

Of great value in those days were the treatises on medical and
sanitary topics, with special reference to conditions in Iceland,
by J6n Sveinsson, Sveinn Pélsson, and J6n Pétursson, the leading
physicians of the time. Several articles are to be found from the
pen of StefAn Bjornsson on weights and measures, from physico-
mathematical point of view; others on subjects from natural
history by Olafur Olavius, also a translation of A. F. Biisching’s
elementary text-book of natural history, and two essays on
meteorological and celestial phenomena. In the field of humani-
ties there was included a series of articles on the Prophets, correct-
ing and criticizing the Icelandic version of them, by Jén Olafsson
(Hypnonesius); furthermore an abstract of P4ll Vidalin’s philo-
logical and juridical commentary on the Jénsbék, a law-code of
the thirteenth century; a translation of Plutarch’s treatise on
the bringing up of children, and some other minor articles. The
volumes contain also several poems, original and translated.
The former are represented by Islands vaka, a long retrospective
poem on Icelandic history, and MunaBarmdl Islands, a poem
praising the different phases of Icelandic country life, both by
J6n Johnsonius, a poet of some merit, but one whose productions
usually were obscure and artificial and consequently not good
poetical models, although the editors made such a claim for them
and bestowed praise on them.! Of the translations particular
mention deserve those of Pope's Temple of Fame by Benedikt
J. Grondal,? and of the first two books of Milton’s Paradise Lost

1 Johnsonius (1749-1826) was very active as a member and official of the
society. About him see Bogi Benediktsson, Syslumannaefir I, pp. 242-243;

Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon VIII, p. 549, also the dictionaries of authors
by Worm, Nyerup, and Erslew.

2 Concerning this translation the editors say (X, pp. xiv—xvi): ‘“Med
sannri 4negiu héfum var méttekit pessari heppnu fitleggingu af einu alpecktu
meistarastycki, melir pad fyrir henni, at htin er audskilin, nettord, og s¢nir
at pydandi hefir vel varit styrkleika sinum { m6durmalinu; hvervetna framskina
peer trGu hugmyndir hinns enska digtara, geymdar vid ordfimi og medfedda
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by Jén Porléksson;! the others are of mediocre or inferior char-
acter, many of them from the Danish by Johnsonius.?

The society displayed greatest activity under the presidency of
J6n Eiriksson. The finances, however, never were very good,
the members being few and the dues small (3 rixdalir), nor did
the publications sell well; government support was therefore
necessary. After J6n Eiriksson’s death decline gradually set in;
there was no one to take his place who exercised such an influence
or who possessed his authority, confidence, lively interest, wide
knowledge, and ceaseless energy, and the control unfortunately
passed to some extent into the hands of foreigners. Besides,
there were factions within the society, and the members were in
disagreement on many points, the question of whether the seat
of the society should be transferred to Iceland being perhaps of
greatest consequence. The fifteenth volume was never com-
pleted,® and although the society nominally continued to exist
for a number of years, it published nothing subsequent to that
volume, and finally the remainder of its publications and its
funds were transferred to Hi islenzka Boékmentafélag* which in
a way may be looked upon as its successor. Vet what it had
accomplished during the short period of its active existence will
always be remembered; many pages in its publications may
still be read with pleasure and profit. They show sincere and
intelligent efforts at awakening the people and improving their
condition. Not least praiseworthy was the attempt to reform
the language; it makes a good impression, although at times one
skaldskapar gafu dtleggiara vors. Svo langt er fr4 bvi ad oss misliki, b6 Hr.
Grondahl hafi ei bundit sig til studla edr dfrs bragarhatts, at vér pvert imét
6skum, at vor tilkomandi Skald vildu, istadinn fyrir ad kiefa meining og
andakrapt { gautsku klingklangi af einshliédandi itrekudum adquadum,
slita af sér oll darlig, edr 6parflig bénd, er midaldursins visnasmidir hafa 4
sig lagt, svo ad segia til uppbétar, fyrir pat peir vildu hafa sig undan pvi er
nattdarliga heimtaz ma af einu Skéldi: at yrkia med andagipt og ordheppni.”

1 This translation is from the Danish of J. H. Schénheyder.

2 In The Foreign Quarterly Review IX, 1832, pp. 53—63, there is an account
of the society and its publications, giving a list of the authors and their con-
tributions, but it is unfortunately full of horrible misprints. It was originally
written by Finnur Magnfsson, and translated from his manuscript by Sir
John Bowring.

3 The Fiske copy of vol. XV has only 226 pp. and no title-page or preface.
J6n SigurBsson said that he knew no copy having more than 286 pp. (Hid
1sl. Békmentafél. 1816-1866, p. 33).

4 See H1D islenzka Békmentafélag 1816-1866, p. 33. Unfortunately most
og the papers concerning the Laerd6émslistafélag were burned in Copenhagen in
1847.
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has to take the will for the deed; such reform was bound to be
fumbling in the beginning. The influence of the Rit upon the
country has been considerable, and now Gomlu félagsritin, as
they are popularly known, are treasured volumes on Icelandic
bookshelves.
There was a growing desire for some literary organization in
Iceland, and the necessity of such was felt by many. The
Lerdémslistafélag did not altogether satisfy people there, espe-
cially after J6n Eirfksson’s death; many writers were reluctant .
to send contributions to the publications of the Copenhagen
society, because they did not like to submit their writings for
criticism or rejection to the young men who sat there in judgment
on what was to be printed. After his return to Iceland, Magnis
Stephensen' soon began to lay plans for a national organization
which would meet the wishes of the people, and before long these
plans took shape. It was on his initiative that Hz3 4slenzka
Landsuppfr@dingarfélag (The Icelandic Society for National En-
lightenment) was founded on July 19, 1794. Among its founders
were Stephensen’s father and brother, Olafur Stephensen, the
governor-general, and Stefan Stephensen, vice-lawman; the others
were Stef4n Pérarinsson, Bishop Hannes Finnsson, Rev. Markdis
Magniisson of Gardar, and Bjorn Gottskalksson, who was then
the owner of the Hrappsey press. The by-laws of the new society
were printed in 1796.2 Its purpose was to spread knowledge
and encourage reading among all classes of the population by
publishing good, select works which would instruct as well as
entertain. All were invited to become members, both learned
and unlearned, men and women, natives and foreigners. The
~annual dues ranged from ten rixdalir to one rixdalur according
to the membership one desired. The annual meeting was to be
held at Thingvellir on July 19, during the session of the Althing.
The management was in the hands of a president and a super-
intendent, the latter having practically unlimited power as to

1 Magntis Stephensen was born Dec. 27, 1762, and died March 17, 1833.
For his life, see especially N {élag.m't VI, pp. i—xiv (by Jén Sigur3sson)
with portr.; Timarit hins isl. Békmentafélags IX, pp. 197298 (fragment of an
autobiography); Sunnanfari XI, pp. 89—93, with portraits; Bricka, Dansk
biograf. Lexikon XVI, pp. 412416, and the dictionaries of authors by Worm,
Nyerup, and Erslew. No biography worthy of this truly great man and
patriot has as yet appeared.

3 Sambycktir hins Islendska Lands-Uppfredingar Félags. Leirargérum,
1796, 8°, pp. 46. Cf. Bibl. Not. V, 63.
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the selection of the books which were to be published. Olafur
Stephensen was elected president, while the office of superinten-
dent was filled by Magniis Stephensen. The Hrappsey press was
placed at the service of the society and was moved from Hrappsey
to LeirirgarBar, a small farm adjoining the home of the super-
intendent, who lived at Leird. This press had hitherto been
restricted in its activity because of the privilege enjoyed by the
Hélar press of issuing religious works. This privilege was now
abrogated and the Hrappsey press was permitted to publish
such books.! A few years later (1799) the Hélar press was
abolished and its material brought to Leirirgardar and united
with the press there,® which in the meantime had become the
property of the society. The society met with a good reception
from the people; the list of members which was printed with the
by-laws contains 1024 names from all parts of the country.
In the beginning the society was a private organization governed
by the founders, but four years later (Oct. 1, 1798) through
their action it was made a public institution® and its name
changed to Islands Uppfredingarstiptan, but the names Upp-
lysingarstiptan, Visindastiptan, and even Landsuppfredingar-
félag are frequently used after that to designate it. By royal
letter of June 27, 1800, it came under royal protection and hence-
forth used the epithet of royal (komumgleg).* It was granted
certain privileges by the government, such as free transport
on the mail and falcon ships of printing materials and other
necessities, and an exemption from postage for_its letters by the
overland mail.’

Among the different works which, according to its statutes, the
society was to publisl, there were ‘“good and instructive narra-
tives, and an account of foreign and domestic events.” Pursuant
to this there commenced to appear in the year 1796 an an-
nual under the title of Minnisverd t{dindi. During the years
1796-99 four numbers or parts were printed in succession, three

;6I§t;tter of Sept. 13, 1794 (Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 192-193; Minnisv. #8. I,
p. .

% Rescript of June 14, 1 Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 374-377; Minnisv. t§3. 11,
Pp. 133—132). Privilegt of7 91\?0&. 8, t';gg (Lov:?pl:?lu\'%? 17)p. 410-411).

3 Minnisv. #3. I1, pp. 134-136; Minerva, May 1799, pp. 253-255.

¢ Minnisv. #0. II, pp. 459—460; Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 461-462.

* Letter of Nov. 1, 1800 (Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 486-487; Minnisv. #d. II,
PD. 461-462).
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Title-page of vol. i. of the Minnisverd tidindsi.

of which form the first volume. Then there was some confusion
and delay; the fifth part (the second half of volume two) was
not printed until 1806, while in the meantime the first part of
volume three had appeared in 1803, a second part being added
in 1806; after this the publication was discontinued and the
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last volume left unfinished (without title-page and table of
contents). The volumes are all in small octavo and vary some-
what as to the number of pages, the first two being of some 500
pages, the third nearly 300 pages. Each part was issued in
bluish covers, on which usually was printed a notice from the
author or the editor. The first volume and the latter half of the
second were written by Magnis Stephensen, the first half of
volume two being by Stefdn Stephensen,' and the third volume
by Finnur Magniisson who at that time lived in Iceland. The
contents of these volumes represent a record of the events which
took place in Iceland and other countries from the beginning of
1795 to the end of 1803; by far the greater portion is devoted to
foreign news, as might be expected. As an introduction the
first part contains a fairly full account of the French revolu-
tion down to 1795. The foreign news, as one of the writers
admits, was to a large extent drawn from the Danish monthly
Minerva. The writers seldom express their individual opinions
or sympathies; they seem, however, to look with favor upon the
liberal movements of the time; Finnur Magniisson apparently
had a strong liking for Napoleon. The story is told as fully as
space permitted, is fairly accurate and on the whole is tolerably
well set forth, although frequently the presentation suffers from a
certain heaviness due to the longwinded, intricate sentences which
Magniis Stephensen in particular used and which sound so
unnatural in Icelandic, the order of the words often being that
of the Danish. But the volumes must have been very welcome
to the people, who have always taken great interest in the doings
of the world, in spite of their isolation; now for the first time
they could read in their own tongue in printed form the history
of contemporary events. It is therefore surprising that the an-
nual did not last longer or appear more regularly, and one is
inclined to blame the editor. Still those were difficult times
in Iceland as elsewhere; money was scarce and books brought
little or no profit.

The accounts in the Minnisverd ti8indi of Icelandic affairs
and events are often quite extensive, although they represent
but little variety, as they deal mostly with weather conditions

1 For life of Stefan Stephensen (1766-1820), see memorial volume published

by his elder brother in 1822 (cf. Catal. of the Icel. Coll. 1914, p. ; Bri
Dansk biograf. Lexikon XVI, pp. 416-417. 914, . 554); Bricka,
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and the like, the hay harvest and the fishing, disasters, and
deaths, to which often are added long obituary notices on promi-
nent men, and epitaphs. Then there is always a long list of
government appointments, likewise a summary or enumeration
of laws and ordinances promulgated during the year. Not to be
forgotten are the stories about strange and mysterious happenings
which are to be found there. At the end we often find appendices
(fylgiskjol) which deal with various things; sometimes these are
useful instructions for different occasions, like directions for
resuscitating people from drowning, or keeping potatoes from
freezing in winter; at other times they are poems, advertisements,
or other contributions defending or attacking new books;' on
occasion we find information for a better understanding of
the foreign news. Reports of the Society and lists of members
are also to be found there. With the primitive means of com-
munication at that time, news gathering was a troublesome thing
in Iceland; the editor had to depend on his friends and govern-
ment officials in the various parts of the country for information,
and he gives a due credit to them for their assistance. Magnids
Stephensen had originally intended to include as a part of volume
two his history of the eighteenth century in Iceland (Eptirmeli
Atjéndu aldar), and as a matter of fact it had been printed as
such with continuous pagination, but before publishing it he
very properly decided to issue it as a separate work.

The other provision in the statutes concerning the publication
of good and instructive tales and narratives Magnis Stephensen
was not slow in fulfilling.? In 1797 there appeared an octavo
volume of some 320 pages, called Skemtileg Vinagledi, the con-
tinuation of which was to follow the next year, provided the first
volume was well received. In this the editor presented himself
as the advocate of enlightenment in the true eighteenth century
style, nor did he spare those who had opposed him. The general
public in Iceland had hitherto been accustomed to the reading of
old sagas or other similar tales, the popular epic poetry called
rimur, and to the perusal of the religious works which issued
from the Hélar press. Here Magnis Stephensen wished to bring

1See Minnisv. 8. I, pp. 334f.; II, pp. xxii-xxvi.

* Hannes Finnsson’s Quild-vikurnar (1797-98) belongs to this category,
ll:“t can not be classed among periodical and therefore does not concern us
ere.
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about a change; he had determined to reform the habits and
taste of the people. Their religious views he wished to modify,
and especially repugnant to him were many of the expressions
commonly used in religious books. He opposed the pietistic
tendency which of late had gained ground in Iceland, and he
tried to bring the people to more rationalistic ideas in matters of
religion. Their reading he was anxious to divert from the old
traditional subjects to foreign literatures and to what he consid-
ered useful, instructive, and ‘entertaining. His first attempts in
these lines had immediately met with strong opposition, especially
in the field of religion. In the preface, postscript, and various
other places in the Vinagled: he explained his aims and described
his opponents as they appeared to him. ‘‘To instruct and bring
joy, to kindle a little light in the darkness, to draw the veil from
disgraceful vices, to glorify the majesty and goodness of virtues,
and to show how nature sings the Creator’s praise’’—this, ac-
cording to his own somewhat pompous words, was his feeble
attempt in the Vinagled:. He says that he had tried to write
the language with taste and neatness, thus avoiding two ex-
tremes, the one which indulges in a mixture of foreign tongues
and bad grammar, and the other which prides itself on an un-
natural and affected style full of neologisms or imitations of the
ancients. The poems included in the volume, he says further-
more, had been selected for the purpose of improving the taste
for poetry among the people, and intentionally the original met-
rical form of these poems had in some cases been preserved,
although unknown in Icelandic, in order that the foreign airs
might be made familiar to the Icelanders.! The framework of
the book consists of a conversation between four men. Filodemus
is the principal character. ‘The other three, Matthias, Kandidus,
and Hilaris, have come to his house to seek information and to
be entertained. Hilaris seems to be a doubtful character, or he
suspects, at least, that he is considered so by the others. It is
noteworthy that the names of the dramatis persone are all foreigu.
Filodemus first delivers a speech on enlightenment, which he

1‘The dedication which follows the preface is as follows:

Veri Vina-Gledi Han Liéss-vinum

venum Benda-ménnum holla skémtun lii,

eignud Isalanz, hygginda beir tign og notin sidi,
sem med glédu gedi heilreedanna { Vina-Gledi ghi,

géfa frédleik sonnum giefu, backir, semd ad launum f4i!

heidur, hylli, ans! M. Stephensen.
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praises in high terms; then follow stories, historical narratives
(Vasco da Gama, etc.) essays on natural subjects (the solar sys-
tem, etc.), reflections on various topics, poems, and finally a sermon
and a hymn.! Included we find two of Marmontel’s tales, several

“poems by Gellert, Baggesen and others, translated by different
hands. The prose part of the volume, which to a very large
extent consists of translations, is written entirely by Magniis
Stephensen, from whose pen also come some of the poems. The
volume winds up with a ‘“ Pro memoria to all men of darkness and
haters of light in Iceland,” signed by Filodemus, in which the
author addresses his opponents in very strong terms. The de-
fiant character of the book doubtless made it very unpopular in
certain quarters, and probably for that reason no more was
published.

But Magnis Stephensen was undaunted. The next year
(1798) saw another publication of his on similar lines. This was
Margvislegt Gaman og alvara,’ an octavo volume of 176 pages.
In a note on the cover he announced that he intended to publish
a part of this work every year.? This plan he did not carry out;
the second and last part was finally issued in 1818, in the preface
to which the editor declared that the first part had been sold out
in a short time. These two parts were to form volume one,
and a title-page was to be printed, if a sufficient number of sub-
scribers ordered it; apparently this was never done; I know at
least no copy with such a title-page. He said furthermore that
paper and printing were then so expensive that only a goodly
number of subscribers would make possible the continuation.
We may presume that these were not forthcoming. The two

! The first verse of this hymn has often been misquoted and misunderstood.
It runs thus:

Alfadir! hvérn um aldir allar, vor Gud! Jeh6va! Jappiter!
é!:tn: hunmg og jardar her, alls voldug orsék, = lofud,
villtir, helgir, visir 4kalla, bransakanleg, Drottinn Gud!

? For a description of it, see Bibl. Not. 1, 98 and 106.

3 On the cover is also printed a poem by J6n Espélin in praise of enlighten-
}nﬁnt. addressed to Magniis Stephensen. The first and fifth stanzas run as
ollows:

Heidur veri peim, sem pjédum Upplysingu stérum stundar

Pzga vill upplysing fa, Stephensen! & vorri tid;

S4 med stérum, s4 med gbdum Haldt pvi fram til fremstu stundar,
Sannarlega teljast m4; F4 skalt lof af hyggnum 1§d;

S4 vill Fédurlandi Iysa, Packa skal bjer pessi visa,

Leida vanvits burtu sky; Pyck sem vanvits rifur sky;

Pann skulum allir, allir prisa, Pig skulum allir, allir prisa,

Andinn sem ad frjals er {. Andinn sem ad frjals er .
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parts of the Gaman og alvara are attractive and deal with a
variety of subjects. They include numerous poems, mostly
translations from Frankenau, Gellert, Horace, Thaarup, and
others, by Jén Porldksson, Jén Espélin, Porvaldur Bé3varsson,
etc.; several tales and stories rendered into Icelandic by different
hands, such as Hallgrimur Scheving, J6n J6énsson (lector), and
the editor; three essays on legal topics, at least one of them by
the editor, the other two being signed by pseudonyms; treatises
on medical subjects by Oddur Hjaltalin and Sveinn PAlsson;
a brief history of the Reformation by Rev. Arni Helgason;
articles on iron and steel, and alcoholic beverages by the editor,
and so on. The aggressive spirit of the Vinagled: is absent from
this publication.

Magnis Stephensen has always been held largely responsible
for the royal letter of June 7, 1800, which abolished the old
Althing at Thingvellir, and for the subsequent ordinance of
July 11, 1800, which established the National Superior Court
(Landsyfirréttur) in Reykjavik.! The court was organized in
the following year and Magnds Stephensen became its presiding
officer.2 In this capacity he edited from time to time, at the
expense of the court, announcements and proclamations from
government officials, which had been read in the court, as well as
a few royal letters and ordinances which had been promulgated
there. These publications were without a title but had continu- -
ous numbers (Nos. 1-5) and pagination (52 pp.) and were printed
at intervals during the years 1806-09.2 They seem sometimes
to have been included under the name of Magnis Stephensen’s
Tilskipanasafn, but that is not really an appropriate title for
them and belongs to other publications from the same source.*

The Napoleonic wars caused distress in Iceland, as all imports
were greatly reduced. There was very little printing done
during the first two decades of the nineteenth century, mainly
because supplies were not obtainable. The second decade, how-
ever, is of great interest to us in this connection, not only on
account of a few periodicals which were published, but because

1 See Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 445-447, 464—473.
_.2For his address when the court was opened, see Minnisv. #3. II, pp.
vili-xxii.
3 See Bibl. Not. V, 80. The Fiske Collection has not the first two numbers.
4 Cf. Bibl. Not. 1, 103 and 109; V, 102~103. Catal. of the Icel. Coll., p. 342.
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the foundations were then laid for a further literary progress.
It opens with the publication of the first Icelandic grammar of
consequence, from the pen of Rasmus Christian Rask, the
Danish philologist; this was soon followed by other important
philological researches of his into the history and nature of the
Old Norse or Icelandic tongue, by which the study of the lan-
guage and its literature was placed on a scientific basis.! Down
to that time the lack of such knowledge had made the attempts
towards a literary and linguistic reform unsuccessful.

In 1815 the Icelandic Bible Society was founded through the
efforts of Rev. Ebenezer Henderson, the Scotch divine. Con-
nected with his visit to Iceland is also the foundation of H:d
islenzka evangeliska Smdbékafélag (The Icelandic Evangelical
Tract Society). Its founder was Rev. J6n J6nsson,? minister of
the Grund parishes in Eyjafjor8ur. It was, of course, modeled
upon similar societies abroad, and thanks to Henderson it became
the recipient of some support from the Religious Tract Society
which had been established in London in 1799. A prospectus
was circulated throughout the Northern Province in 1815, and
some 700 subscribers were obtained. The plan was to print ten
sheets (160 pages) every year. It is to be noted that this move-
ment was confined almost entirely to the North of Iceland. The
reasons for this, I believe, are to be sought, not only in the fact
that the founder lived there, but more particularly in a certain
antagonism between the North and the South. Whether the
Northlanders on the whole were more religious or more attached
to the earlier traditions in matters of religion than the South-
landers, I shall not attempt to decide. But they were very dis-
satisfied with the changes which had of late been brought about.
They had all at once been deprived of the see, the cathedral
school, and the press, and they felt the loss keenly. They blamed
Magniis Stephensen and his followers for this, and certain it is
that the tendencies in letters and religion which found expression
in many of the publications of the LandsuppfreBingarfélag met

! For an account of the earlier Icelandic grammars and an estimate of
Rask’s works by Dr. Bjérn M. Olsen, see Témarit hins isl. Békmentafél. IX,
1888, pp. 39fl.

% Jén Jénsson was born Aug. 4, 1759, and died Sept. 4, 1846. For his life,
see VerBi ljés 11, 1897, pp. 12-15, 29-32, 45-48; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon I,
pPp. 796-797, Supplem. I, p. 970; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon VIII, pp.
549-550-
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with little response among the Northlanders. Rev. J6n J6nsson
was one of the severest critics of some of the new books on
religion, especially of the new hymn-book,! and his aim in found-
ing the Tract Society was doubtless to counteract more effectively
the rationalism which emanated from the South. The Society
was supported by voluntary contributions from its members,
but they seemingly never amounted to very much, and the grant
from the London society was its principal source of income,
besides what the sale of the tracts brought. These were published
in small octavo numbers under the title of Rit pess islenzka
evangeliska Sm4békafélags (popularly known as Smdrit); the
printing could not begin in 1815 as had been planned, because
on account of the war nothing was then printed in Iceland,? and
the first tract was printed in Copenhagen in 1816. They seem
to have appeared regularly during the first years, but afterwards
they were issued at irregular intervals; they were as a rule
printed in Copenhagen, only a few bearing the imprint of the
Icelandic press. The by-laws were printed in Copenhagen in
1818, and a circular about the purpose and activities of the
Society was probably printed in the following year,* when also
a financial report was issued; another report bears the date of
1821. At the death of the founder and president in 1846,
sixty-seven numbers had been published, but there appeared
thirteen more, making the total number of eighty, the last one
having the imprint of Copenhagen, 1854. The tracts were
almost all translations of foreign tracts; omly a few original
contributions are to be found among them, chiefly hymns and
other religious poems. Most of the translations were made by
the founder. What impression these tracts made upon the
people I am unable to say, but they probably were not without
some influence. They have now become scarce, at least in
complete sets.®

1 See extracts from his letter on the hymn book, dated May 12, 1821, in
Verdi ljés 1, 1896, pp. 195-199.

2 Cf. Rit, No. 16, p. 9.

3 Vidtektir bess islendska evangeliska smdrita-félags. Kaupmannahéfn,
1818, 8°, pp. 3.

4 Um uppruna, augnamid og framgdng hinna andligu smdrita-félaga yfir
hifud og bar nerst bess islendska sérilagi. N. p., n. d., but probably printed
in 1819, 8°, pp. 16.—See also about the society, Jens Méller’s article in Theolo-
gisk Bibliothek XIX, 1821, pp. 304-334; Sunnanpésturinn 11, pp. 94—96.

& The Fiske Collection has a complete set. Cf. Bibl. Not. VI, 134.
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In 1816 H1d islenzka Békmentafélag (The Icelandic Literary
Society) was founded on the initiative of Rasmus Christian
Rask and Rev. Arni Helgason. Its purpose was ‘“‘to support
and maintain the Icelandic language and literature, and the
civilization and honor of the Icelandic nation, by the publication
of books or by other means as circumstances would permit.”
It consisted of two sections, one in Reykjavik, the other in Copen-
hagen, the latter being by far the more productive of the two;
as a matter of fact the first book issued by the former was not
printed until 1849. This division existed until 1911, when
the society permanently established its headquarters in Reykja-
vik. This is not the place to dwell upon the history of the
society which has for more than a century been one of the
important factors in the intellectual life of the Icelandic nation,
especially as recently there has been published a very full his-
torical account of it.! We are only concerned here with its
activities so far as they come within the sphere of periodical
literature. In the first by-laws of the society there is to be found
the following paragraph (Chap. i., art. 4): “The society shall
publish each book separately, but no collective works which are
to be continued every year, except news leaflets which are to
contain the principal news about political affairs, noteworthy
events, economical conditions, commerce, and literature both
at home and abroad; no Icelandic book, however, must be
praised there or found fault with, but its contents only given
briefly; on the other hand, it is considered appropriate to
express one’s opinion about books in other languages which
people in Iceland later can form their own judgment about.” 2
This clearly shows that literary criticism in Iceland was at that
time in a precarious state, and that the society wished to steer
clear of all controversy and keep aloof from the different factions.
In conformity to this provision the Copenhagen section issued, in
the spring of 1817, the first part of the Islenzk sagnablsd, in
300 copies, and sent it to Iceland to be distributed free among the
members, while it was sold to others. The first part contained
a summary of foreign news from 1804, where the Minnisverd

L Hi8 islenzka Békmentafélag 1816-1816. Minningarrit aldarafmelisins
15. dgist 1916. Reykjavik, 1916, 4°.—On the fiftieth anniversary was pub-
lishetf Hid islenska Bokmentafélag. Stofnan félagsins og athafnir bess fyrstu
fimmtiu drin 1816-1866. Kaupmannahofn, 1866, 4°. .

2 Log hins islenzka Békmentafélags. Kaupmannahéfn, 1818, p. 6.
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#0ind:i had stopped, down to the spring of 1817, and for ten
years (until 1826) these small quarto parts were issued every
spring and sent with the early merchantmen to the different

Nr. 1. 1816.

—— T — A
»

I sl enz Kk

SAGNABLOD

utgefin af pvi fslenzka Bdkmentafelagi.

AN

Svo ad slmenningi 4 Islandi ei {eu «d &lla
leiti - Skunnugar par imerkiligustu bilt{ngar
er skéd hafa utanlanz fri endingu beirre
fslenzku tidinda, er prentud voru { Leir-
&rgordum, (edr fri nYari 1804) til npﬁbyr-
iunar befsara ad nju, vilium vér leitaft vid
od leida per i lios & styzta hitt er ordid
gétr, og byrium bennig med:

Frdnkarfhi.  Arid 1804 1&t Napé.
leon Bénaparte velia fig til Frenk-
ismanne kéifsra og fkpmmu eptir kon-
Ungs { Vallandi'(Jtalu), og fialfr, pafinn
vir vidfladdr kr¢nfngu hans,
firfd vid Engleand-fem drinu ddr hafdi
brotizt Wt ad ngu, verd nt fkelfiligrs
enn fyrr, bar nzr bvf allar veraldarinnar
biddir urdu, hvér éptir adra, ad eiga bétt
1 pvl, viliuger eda naudugar. Fyrst foer-
uft pyzkalanz og Raslanz keifar-
ar, ' auk margra snnara minnihattar fursta,
fét Prokkum, femi bé pidu fiyrk af yms.
um bfzkum biddum, og vard beirra hlutr
driigari.  V{epn vai inptekin' af peim
um hauftid 1805, en fullkomoum figri
bréfudu peir yfir Auftrrfkfkom og Rifsum
vid Aufterlitz bann 2 desbr., og neyd-
du pé til fridarfamnings{ Presborg pann
a7-{.'m. bd Auftrrfki misti nokkur l5nd.
1806 ftofnadi Bénaparte sf ymfum bgzkum
furftum hid fvo kallada Rinar-famband,
ad hvérs foringia ‘og ftidrnara henn gisrdi

pad mikla-

fidlfan fig, og kollvarpadi pannig pvi sf-
gamla b¢yzka edr fvonefnda heilaga
rémverfka riki, hvors fyrrverdndi keis-
eri padanaf einlngis nefndi fig keisara of
Auftrriki.

Um hauftid 1806 kviknadi ftrfdid ad
nyu & Nordrilfunner meginlandi, fyrft
millom Frakka og Prussa._ Deir {idast
nefndu hlotu hraparligan fkads, einkom §
bardaganum vid Jena pann 18ds okts-
ber, og innan érfkamms tima var¢ hofud-
stadrinn, Berlfn, og meftr hiuti hins

rufsifkd rikis { Franskra valdi. Um fama
'til' urdu Rifsar fiandmenn Frakks, en
peim var ei heldr neitt 4geingt, bangadtil
meginher beirra’ var yfirbugadr'vid Fride
land pann 14da janii 1807. Pi vopnae
hi@ komst a, og pann oda jllii algiorde
fridef Tilfit,pa Prufsakéngr mifti frek-
an helming landa finns, er Bénsparte fkipti
ad egin bétta millum frenda og vide, en
annsnn helmfng Prufsarikis vaktadi hann
fidlfe R { parfir, med fronsku. herlidi,
er hafdi o1l umrdd peirra fterkuftu kaftala
{ landjau, v
dr hafdi Bénaparte (1805) rekid
Ferdinand koniing 4da ir Neapdlis
til Sikileyar hans snnars kéngsrikis,
hvar: flotar “enfkra virdu hann ed meflu,
Kéngsrikid N ea pélis gaf haon fyrst brdd-

Am-’ fioum Jéfep, en hafdi fkimmu
The first page of the first part of the Islensk sagnablid (2d ed.; reduced.)

ports of Iceland. The parts were later collected into two
volumes, each volume comprising five annual parts (desldir)
which varied as to length anywhere from some 30 to 60 pages,
each page being divided into two columns. The first part soon



28 ISLANDICA

ran out of print and a new edition was printed in 1826. The
‘ news, both foreign and domestic, during all these years was
written by Finnur Magniisson! who had recently been made
professor in the University of Copenhagen. There is, however,
to be found in the second part a long contribution from Bjarni
Thorsteinsson and Rev. Arni Helgason dealing with events in
Iceland from 1804 to 1817, including a detailed account of the
famous Jérgensen episode of 1809. With the 1820 issue the
Icelandic portion was suppressed because, as the author stated,
domestic news could be found in Klausturpésturinn, but the
Sagnabléd continued to give an account of literary activitiesamong
Icelanders in Copenhagen. All this was written in the peculiar,
stiff style of Finnur Magniisson, and it does not always make
easy reading. In the Sagrablod were also published the annual
reports of the society, lists of members, and besides a few obituary
poems, epitaphs, and other poems written for special occasions.
The Sagnabléd doubtless found favor with the reading public in
Iceland,® and as will be shown below, they have been continued
practically down to the present day under a different name.

In the same year as the Icelandic Literary Society was founded,
the Leirdrgar3ar press was moved to Beitistadir, where it re-
mained until the summer of 1819, when it was transferred to
Videy. At Beitistadir was printed the first year and half of
the second year of a new periodical called Klausturpdsturinn,
the title of which was derived from the name of the residence of
its publisher and editor, Magniis Stephensen. He had taken up
his abode at Videy in 1813, where in Catholic times there had
‘been a monastery of the Augustine order, and hence the place
was usually called Videyjarklaustur. Klausturpésturinn was to
appear monthly in small octavo numbers of sixteen pages, closely
printed in Gothic type. In this form it was continued for nine
years (1818-26), the last volume, however, being issued as an
annual.® It was not a profitable enterprise for its editor and he

! Finnur Magnfisson was born Aug. 27, 1781, and died Dec. 24, 1847. For
his life, see especially N4 félagsrit IV, 1844, pp. i—xii (by J6n SigurBsson), with
portrait; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon 11, pp. 204—215, Supplem. 11, pp. 304-306;
Oversigt over det Kgl. danske Videnskabernes Selskabs Forhandlinger 1850, pp.
59-67; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon X1, pp. 57-63.

?So J6n Sigurdsson states in the 1866 memorial volume, pp. 2627 (cf.

the 1916 memorial volume, pp. 43-44). The opposite is claimed by Jén
Gumeundsson in Pjé86ifur X1V, 1862, p. 82.

3 For description of the volumes, see Bibl. Not. I, 107.
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flauftur: Pofturing
foftadur og utfendur af
Magndfi Steephenfen,

fominglega Landspfiveetti.

No. I.

Sandatiué 1818,

Prentadur ad Beitiftddum, af Faltéri og
Btprydjara &. J. Schagfijord,

Slevilegt Ar! gddic Landsmenn!

m vetrar (Fafidegi Hodlift meivi pavtur Peirvae
lifaudi ndttirn hli6dur, og fem agndofa.  Pmisleg
dir, fuglar og fEtidqvitindi Boerfa; liggia fem €
nocfuréfonar ddi, eda fvo fiingum fvefni, gd Hanw
Titiof md vid dauda. Grss og aldini- allteins,

ung daginn byrtir vg félargdnanring tognar G Hvers

fum degi um Pad (dnga Senufet, e almenningur
midar dagsaufann vid. En— mi v nocud fram
ofic Liesar fomid. GFambdegis dymma og Pau
Taungu og Ieidindafullu ndtemyrfra,s foefufuingas
g boda: degur ndttirunnar, tafa Pui ad fttafl,
ad byrtaft upp, ob fada vg undirbia ali¢ Hvad (if§
¢t) menn, Fepnur, quifindi og jardavinnas- felnads

Rl Rif. xti vg.
The first page of Klausturtbsturinn.

29
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frequently complained of the burden it was on his shoulders
both financially and otherwise;! at the end of the fourth year he
offered to hand it over to any one who was willing to continue
it, but there apparently was no one forthcoming. This first
monthly in the Icelandic language was far superior to its Hrapps-
ey predecessor, and it was for a long time looked upon by the
people as one of their best periodicals.? The subject matter in
the nine volumes is of great variety. The news from home?
and from abroad fills a considerable space. Particularly promi-
nent in the contents are the abstracts or summaries of new laws
and ordinances,* and the decisions of the Superior Court. This
was the only way of bringing such things before the public, as
no other provisions were made by the government for their
publication in a general way, and they must also often have
provided welcome filling for the overburdened editor. Many
treatises and short articles were published there on farm and
household problems, the editor being much interested in subjects
of that kind; a series of biuskapar-hugvekjur from his own pen
runs through all nine volumes. Oddur Hjaltalin contributed
many articles on medical and sanitary topics. Then there are
to be found there several essays on different matters, imitative,
as it sometimes seems, of the English eighteenth century essays;
it is noticeable that they often have as mottoes or include in the
text quotations from the writings of English authors. They
were written by the editor himself and generally were published
as a greeting from him to his readers at the beginning of a new
year. A number of poems were printed in the pages of this
periodical, some of them excellent, as those by Sveinbjérn Egils-
son, Bjarni Thorarensen, and others. Those written by the
editor, and they are many, form a class by themselves; they are
usually interesting as far as the subject is concerned, but the

1 “Eptir pvi sem nest hefir komizt, pA mun upplag Klausturpéstsins vart
hafa farid framtr 700, en naumlega gengid it nema nil. 600 mest, og er ba
audsxtt, ad vart hefir hafzt upp prentunar og pappirskostnadur auk heldur
neitt fyrir ritlaun, fyrirh6fn og ﬁtsending}l.” Pjédolfur X1V, 1862, p. 82.

2 See Ny tiBindi 1852, No. 7, p. 25; Islendingur 1, 1860, p. 122.

3 ¢ Peir, sem girnast tilfallandi merkis vidburda, um hvérja eg annars seint
fee odlast 4reidanlega vissu, fir fjarlegum landsplatzum, getid { Klaustur-
péstinum, umbidjast ad senda hingad, mér kostnadarlaust, stutta, en fullvissa
&visun bar um.” Klausturpésturinn I, p. 48.

¢ Some of these were not selected with proper criticism according to Jén

Sigurdsson, Bréf, 1911, pp. 365-367.
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form and the language frequently leave much to be desired;
Magnis Stephensen’s poetic vein was more a product of cultiva-
tion than a true natural gift. Many epitaphs likewise saw
the light there, but they represented doubtless a very small
portion of those sent to the editor from various parts of the
country; he had time and again to warn people that only good
ones would be included; others had to be paid for if they were
to be printed at all. A few advertisements may be found in
these numbers, but not enough to help much in defraying the ex-
penses of publication.

After the starting of Klausturpsturinn Magnds Stephensen
published in the year 1822 Utvaldar smésogur, almenningi til
fréBleiks og skémtunar, which were to be issued now and then,
and therefore must be classed as a periodical. The second part
appeared in the following year,! but the third, which was to com-
plete the volume, never was printed. This was a publication
on the same lines as the Vinagled: and Gaman og alvara. ‘The
two parts contain besides a few historical stories or anecdotes,
a long article on Socrates, an account of Willem Bontekoe’s
voyage to the East Indies, the story of Gustavus Adolphus and
Valves, a long essay on Peter the Great, czar of Russia, based
upon Voltaire’s work and other sources and written by the
editor himself —on the whole good and interesting reading.
With these two periodicals practically came to an end Magnds
Stephensen’s long and meritorious publishing activity. In 1826
attacks were made in Danish newspapers upon his management
of the Landsuppfredingarfélag which were soon followed by
others from one of his own countrymen.? ‘This led to an investi-
gation which finally resulted in a decree that the society had

1 For description of the two parts, see Bsbl. Not. 1V, 108.

? A contemporary (Finnur Magndsson) writes on 'this affair as follows:
““Would we could report the continued activity of the Icelandic press, but,
as we have hinted above, it is sleeping a long, dull sleep, and for the present
we see no signs of its awakening. Literature is involved in litigation; vexa-
tions, delays, expenses are the present portion of those whose better part it
were to follow the peaceful pursuits of literature. A fierce battle is at this
moment raging between two separate factions. Crimination and recrimina-
tion are the order of the day, and amidst the howling winds, the eternal snows,
the volcanoes and the earthquakes of Iceland, the voice of bitter controversy
may be heard—the filching of good names—the slander whose tongue is sharper
than the sword—the jealousy ‘whose eyes are fierce as the sea monster’'—
and ‘the hubble, bubble, toil and trouble,’ which omnipresent witches stir
up in the cauldron of human passions all over the world.” The Foreign
Quarterly Review IX, 1832, pp. 67-68.
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ceased to exist and that the Videy press was public property
and should therefore be under the control of the government.!
It was, however, rented to Magnis Stephensen, who managed
it until his death in 1833. Because of all this his last years were
embittered and he felt disappointed over the results of his work.
He was doubtless often arbitrary and domineering, thus challeng-
ing people to oppose his plans and reforms. He had devoted all
his industry and wide knowledge to the service of his country,
but he often thought that this was but little appreciated. His
influence was transitory, which was due. to the character of
his work. He had wished to direct new currents into the life
of the nation; but he did not realize that most importations only
bear fruit when they are grafted on the stock of national culture
and traditions; this Magnds Stephensen failed fully to under-
stand, like so many of the eighteenth century men. His work
consequently formed no solid foundation upon which future gen-
erations could construct on national lines. Nevertheless he will
always be counted among the great men of his country. If he
did not build, he paved the way and opened new vistas.

At the meeting of the Copenhagen section of the Icelandic
Literary Society on April 3, 1827, it was decided to change the
name of the Islenzk sagnablod to that of Skirnir, and for the
sake of convenience to reduce the size from -quarto to small
octavo; from 1855 this was again changed to large octavo.
Thus came into existence the periodical which has had the longest
life of all Icelandic periodicals, and is now in its ninety-second
year? From the beginning down to 1904 it preserved always
virtually the same character, being an annual record of foreign
events, to which as a rule was appended some additional matter.
In accordance with the provisions in the by-laws of the society
which were quoted above, the first volume of the Skirnir con-
tained a list of the principal books published during 1826 in
Denmark, by Porgeir Gudmundsson. This was an innovation
which became a permanent feature in all the successive volumes;
later (from 1866) was added a list of the more noteworthy books
published in Sweden and Norway. With the exception of the
list for 1830 (vol. iv.) there was no criticism or analysis of the
booksincluded. With the volume for 1867 there was introduced a

! Government letter of Oct. 1, 1831 (Lovs. f. Isl. IX, pp. 790-793).
2 For the history of Skirnir, see H10 isl. Békmentafélag 1816-1916, pp. 44—45.
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SKIRNIR,
N¢ TIOINDI

HINS ISLENZKA
BOKMENTAFELAGS.

e

FYRSTI ARGANGR,
er ner til sumarméis 1822

SR

Rikte nd, Skirair!

ox Shekkils' blakki

bleyptw’ il Fréns me¥ friuies
of mdnnum og mentuny
segdu metum haldump,

o bid pd a¥ virda vels

KAUPMANNAHOFN, 1827.
Prentale bil "Hardvig Fridrek Popp.
Title-page of vol. i. of the Skirnir.
list of Icelandic books published during the year—a most desir-
able addition, as these were nowhere else recorded. Later there

was included a list of foreign books dealing with Iceland and the
Icelandic or Old Norse literature; but no analysis of these was
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made either. The Copenhagen section suggested in 1839 that
reviews or criticisms of Icelandic books should be published in
the Skfrnir, but the Reykjavik members strongly opposed this
and the matter was dropped. With the Skirnir there have from
the first been issued the reports of the society (minutes of the meet-
ings, financial statements, lists of members); from 1840 on these
usually had a separate pagination, and for some years (1859-85)
they were even issued in separate covers under the title of
Skyrslur og reikningar. The first year of the Skirnir was written
by Finnur Magniisson, but after that there have been different
writers. ‘The writer for the coming year was usually elected at
the annual meeting of the society, and hence they changed
frequently.! As might be expected, the different volumes vary
considerably as to style, exposition, and presentation of the
subject, according to the taste and ability of the writer; but on
the whole the society was successful in its choice of writers, and
the annual throughout these many years has been popular
with the reading public in Iceland, which looked forward to a
volume from Copenhagen every spring with the early ships.
In the presentation of the subject, one will notice in the earlier
volumes a puristic struggle in dealing with foreign words and
names which sometimes was carried to extremes; in some volumes
these names are either translated or modified so as to give them
an Icelandic appearance, or they are all put in quotation marks,
which looks clumsy.? But gradually the writers emancipated
themselves from these exaggerated notions. Usually only political
news and other items of general character were recorded, it
being an exception when literary events were mentioned. Icelandic
news was included only in 1870 when Fréttir fré Islandi were
published in the same volume. In the earlier volumes are occa-

1'The authors of the volumes for 1827-74 were as follows: Finnur Mag-
ntisson, 1827; Pérdur Jénasson, 1828-29, 1831-35; Baldvin Einarsson, 1830;
Konr4d Gislason and Jénas Hallgrimsson, 1836; J6n Sigur8sson and Magnis
Hakonarson, 1837; Magnas Hékonarson, 1838; Brynjolfur Pétursson, 1839—
41, 1843; Jon Pétursson, 1842; Gunnlaugur Pérdarson, 1844~45, 1847, 1849~
51; Grimur Thomsen, 1846; Gisli Magnfisson and Halldér Kr. Fririksson,
1848; Jén Gudmundsson, 1852; Arnljétur, Olafsson and Sveinn Sktilason,
1853; Sveinn Skilason, 1854; Arnljétur Olafsson, 1855-60; Gudbrandur
Vigftsson, 1861-62; Eirikur fbnsson, 1863-72; and Bjorn Jénsson 1873-74.

% This is most conspicuous in the volumes shortly before and after 1840;
especially noticeable in 1836. ‘To mention only a few of these translations or
modifications of names: Robert Peel, is called Hrébjartur Pill; Lord John
Russell, Jé6n Hrisill; Portugal is rendered Hafnarland, etc.



PERIODICAL LITERATURE - 35

sionally to be found poems or other items which the writer or
the editor found worth recording. In 1890 the Reykjavik section
took over the publication of the Skirnir, and in 1905 it was
changed into a quarterly magazine of miscellaneous contents.
The two Cathedral Schools at Skéalholt and Hélar which had
been established after the introduction of the Reformation
shared the fate of the sees with which they were connected.
The Skalholt School, in accordance with the ordinance of April
29, 1785,! was transferred to Reykjavik, which at that time was a
small trading station. By a later ordinance, of Oct. 1, 1801,2
the Hoélar see and school were abolished. The Latin School, or
College—as it might be called hereafter, remained in Reykjavik
until 1805, when for certain reasons it was moved to Bessastadir,?
the old seat of the governors-general. There it remained until
1846,* when it was brought back to Reykjavik, where it has been
located ever since. Down to 1828 no publications had been
issued under the auspices of the Cathedral Schools or the College.
At the suggestion of the Icelandic authorities it was ordered on
Sept. 8, 1827,% that the College should celebrate the king’s birth-
day, which in the reign of Frederick the Sixth fell on Jan. 28,
and in connection with that celebration it should issue a program
‘“‘suitable to awaken the Icelanders’ patriotism as Danish citizens,
as well as to encourage scholarship among the teachers in the
school.” Thus was introduced into Iceland a custom which had
been practised for a long time in Denmark, and henceforth was ob-
served with a few interruptions by the Icelandic school until 1895.
An ordinance of Sept. 14, 1839,% directed that the program be
accompanied by a report of the College for the year, and a letter
of Dec. 5, 1840,7 that the program thereafter should be issued
as an invitation to attend the annual examinations which took
place towards the end of May. Later, after the transfer of the
College to Reykjavik, the date of the examinations was changed

L Lovs. f. Isl. V, pp. 182-187.

2 Lovs. f. Isl. V1, pp. 530-531.

3 Lovs. f. Isl. VI, pp. 680681 (Sept. 18, 1804), 752-755 (May 18, 1805).

¢ Cf. ordinances of June 7, 1841 and April 24, 1846 (Lovs. f. Isl. XII, pp.
110-135; XIII, pp. 389—414).

§ Lovs. f. Isl. IX, pp. 208-209.

8 Lovs. f. Isl. XI, pp. 392-393.—The first printed report is for the year
1840-41.

7 Lovs. f. Isl. XI, pp. 710-711.
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to the end of June,! and some time afterwards it was ordered
that the program be issued in Icelandic and Danish;* but this
was never observed so far as the program itself was concerned;
and soon it was decided?® that only the report should be printed
with a Danish translation on the opposite page, an arrangement
which was followed from 1847 to 1873, when it was discontinued
at the request of Jén Porkelsson.* The programs were issued
from 1828 to 1840 under the title of Sk6lah4tid, etc., or, if they
were in Latin, as a few of them were, Solemnia academica, etc.;
thereafter until 1851 under the title of Bodsrit, etc., but since
that time they appeared under their individual titles. They
were as a rule distributed gratuitously; occasionally, however,
they seem to have been offered for sale.® As time went on the
program and the report were printed during the summer vacation
and issued at the opening of the College in the beginning of
October. In 1895 the Althing withdrew the appropriation for
publishing a program, or as it was styled ‘‘a scientific treatise to
accompany the school report,” giving the amount hitherto
granted for that purpose, to Dr. J6n Porkelsson, then retiring as
rector, for lexicographical work, and on his death it was dropped.
It is to be deplored that the legislative body should thus abolish
a time-honored custom which always had been observed to the
credit of the institution.

The programs were from the beginning of high quality and
have always been the work of one of the teachers.® They have
mainly been of a philological character, either editions of old
Icelandic poems, or commentaries on the stanzas and poetns in
the sagas, or lexicographical works, or the like. A few of the
early ones, written by Bjorn Gunnlaugsson, dealt with mathe-
matics and astronomy, and one contained a teleological poem
by him (Njéla). Especially worth mentioning is Sveinbjérn
Egilsson's prose translation of the Odyssey, the first part of which

1See ‘“‘Forelobigt Reglement for den lerde Skole i Reykjavik,” May 30,
1846 (Lovs. f. Isl. XIII, pp. 435-463).

2 Letter of Dec. 7, 1847 (Lovs. f. Isl. XIII, pp. 774~775). :
. 3 Letter of July 24, 1849 (Lovs. f. Isl. XV, pp. 324-325, cf. also letter of
April 28, 1849 (ibid. pp. 256-257).
4 Vikverji, No. 44, 1874, pp. 7-8.
$ Pj6B6ifur 1, pp. 49-50.
¢ A review and list of the programs down to 1870, by Konrad Maurer, was
printed in Germania XVI, 1871, pp. 442-449.
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appeared in 1829, and which was finally completed in 1840.
It was in a sense an epoch-making publication in the history of
Icelandic letters, as it was the forerunner of the renaissance in
the language and literature of Iceland which will be referred to
below. Never before in recent times had so elegant Icelandic
prose been seen in print, and it revealed to outsiders a new
tendency within the school. Icelandic was not one of the
disciplines taught there; hence direct instruction in reading and
writing the language was not given, but of late it had been given
indirectly, and effectively at that, as some of the pupils later
showed. This indirect method was especially practised by
Sveinbjérn Egilsson, who insisted upon that his pupils translate
the classics into good and correct Icelandic. His translation of
the Odyssey gives us an indication of what he required of his
pupils. He later brought out a good edition of the Snorra Edda
with the treatises. During the rectorship of Bjarni Johnsen
(J6nsson) the publishing of programs was for many years
neglected, and that caused considerable dissatisfaction and was
frequently criticized in the press.! Although a good administra-
tor and disciplinarian, he appears not to have encouraged pro-
ductive scholarship, and the few programs published during
his tenure of office were written by other teachers. Some of his
reports, however, were longer than those of his predecessors and
successors, and in them he often discussed at length various
educational questions. During the rectorate of J6n Porkelsson
all the programs were from his learned and industrious pen.2

1 See Nordri V, 1857, p. 51.—Cf. also Pjé86ifur XV, pp. 40-43 (review of
the report for 1861-62); reply, signed x + 7, in Islendingur III, pp. 133-136;
rejoinder in Pj6d6ifur XV, pp. 67-68, 70~71 (cf. 82-83), to which an answer
was published as supplement to Islendingur III, No. 23, pp. 4.—Pjé86ifur
XVI, pp. 21-23, 45-46, 50-52, 79-80, 100~103, 106-107 (review of the report
for 1862-63).

2 A full list of the programs is as follows: 1828, Regulas quasdam simpliciores
ad computandum motum lunce, by Bjérn Gunnlaugsson; 1829-30, 1835, 1838-
40, Homeri Odyssea, translated by Sveinbj. Egilsson; 1831, Hugsvinnsmdl,
ed. by Hallgr. Scheving; 1832, Olafs drdpa Tryggvasonar, by Hallfredr Vand-
redaskéld, ed. by Svbj. Egilsson; 1833, Brot af Placidas-drdgu, ed. by Svbj.
Egilsson; 1834, De mensura et delineatione Islandie interioris, by Bjorn Gunn-
laugsson; 1836, Toblur yfir sélarinnar synilega gang & Islandi, by Bjorn
Gunnlaugsson; 1837, Forspjallslish, ed. by Hallgr. Scheving; 1842, Njéla,
by Bjérn Gunnlaugsson; 1843 and 1847, Islendskir mdlshettir, collected and
ed. by Hallgr. Scheving; 1844, Fjogur gomul kvadi, ed. by Svbj. Egilsson;
1845-46, LeiBarvisir til aB bekkja stjornur, by Bjérn Gunnlaugsson; 184849,

Snorra with the treatises, ed. by Svbj. Egilsson; 1851, Tv5 brot af
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In 1828 two Icelanders in Copenhagen, Baldvin Einarsson,!
a law student in the University, and Porgeir Gudmundsson,?
a theologian, sent out a prospectus of an annual, which they
were about to start under the title of Armann 4 Alpingi. The
prospectus was accompanied by a specimen number (Synishorn)
of the proposed periodical. In 1829 the first volume appeared,
and in 1832 the fourth and last was published; they were in
octavo, each of some 200 pages. The framework of the compo-
sition in the Synishorn, as well as in all four volumes, is a dialogue
between four characters, Sighvatur, Pj636lfur, Onundur, and
an aged stranger who turns out to be Armann, the guardian
spirit who is alleged to live in Armannsfell, a mountain north of
Thingvellir by the Oxari. It is at that place of the ancient
Althing that the meetings of the four dramatis persone are made
to take place during the four successive years in which the annual
was published. The three men belong to three different types
which in the opinion of the editors were to be found among the
Icelanders of the time. Sighvatur is a tall, well-built, handsome,
alert farmer from the North of Iceland, a good husbandman and
in tolerable circumstances, an intelligent, thoughtful and well-
behaved man, progressive, though cautious. Pj636lfur is a
short, stocky, dark-haired farmer from the district of Fl6i in
the South, rather gloomy, not very keen intellectually, well-

Haustlaung og Pérsdrdpa, ed. by Svbj. Egilsson; 1857-58, were included in
the reports a specimen of translations from Old Norse into English and
French, by Bjarni Johnsen; 1861, Nogle Bemerkn. om C. Iversens Isl. Formlere
by Jén Porkelsson; 1863, Um r og ur £ nidrlagi orBa og ordstofna £ tslensku,
by Jén Porkelsson; 1865-6(5, Xenophon’s Austurfor Kgrosar, transl. by
Halldér Kr. Fridriksson and Gisli Magntisson; 1868, Skfringar & visum 4 nokk-
rum fslenzkum ségum, by Jén Porkelsson; 1870, Skyringar & visum i Njdls
sogu, by the same; 1871, Skfringar & visum i Greltis sigu, by the same; 1872,
Skgringar & visum £ Gudmundar sigu Arasonar, by the same; 1873, Skfringar
d visum £ Gisla sogu Stirssonar, by the same; 1874, Athugasemdir um tslenzkar
mdlmyndir, by the same; 1875-76, Supplement til islandske Ordbiger, by the
same; 1879-1885, Supplement til islandske Ordbiger, 2. Samling, by the same;
1886, Horace’s Bréf, transl. by Gisli Magnasson and Jén Porkelsson; 1887,
Breytingar ¢ myndum vidtengingarhdttar i fornnorsku og fornislenzku, by Jon
lforkelsson; 1888—94, Beyging sterkra sagnorda 4 fslenzku, by the same; 1895,
Islenzk sagnord med bdlegri mynd i n4itid, by the same.

! Baldvin Einarsson was born Aug. 2, 1831, and died in Copenhagen
Feb. 9, 1833. For his life, see Bogi Th. Melsted’s biography in Témarit hins
isl. Bokmentafélags XXV, 1904, pp. 142-197; also N§ félagsrit VIII, pp.
v-xiv (by Jén Sigurdsson) with portrait; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon 1V,
pp. 471-473; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon I, pp. 366—367.

2 About Porgeir Gudmundsson (1794-1871), see Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lexikon VI, p. 283, and the 1916 memorial volume of the Icelandic Literary
Society, pp. 154-155, with portrait.
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to-do, closefisted and industrious, but hostile to all innovations,
insisting upon the old-fashioned order in everything. Onundur
is a man of middle size, light of complexion and slender, a
dandy, quick of mind but superficial; he is a cottager from Sel-
tjarnarnes in the neighborhood of Reykjavik, who has imbibed
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what he takes to be the fashionable ideas current in the town,
looks down on every thing Icelandic but imitates foreign manners,
and his speech is full of foreign words and phrases mostly cor-
rupted. The description of these characters led to the belief
in Iceland that the author reflected on the inhabitants of the
districts from which the last two came, and this caused some
opposition to the periodical.! But the author denied that he had
had any such intentions; the characters, he said, represented
not any particular localities, but different types which could be
found almost anywhere. In the dialogue published in the Synis-
horn the program of the periodical was clearly laid down; it was
above all to impress upon people the necessity and value of
education. It was of a paramount importance to bring up the
children well, to give them good instruction and training in
whatever vocation they chose or were expected to follow, and to
make them appreciate the value of new things, wherever these
were serviceable; but besides this, the editors urged reforms and
changes in various fields. There was really nothing novel in
the program itself; Magnds Stephensen had laid stress upon
the same things, but the application was different. Here the
progress was to be based upon national foundations which
Magnis Stephensen and his adherents often had overlooked and
neglected. To see the difference one needs only compare the
names of the dramatis persone in the Armann 4 Alpingi with
those in the Vinagledi. Here they are genuine products of the
native soil, there they were importations with foreign names;
here they meet on the most historical spot in the country, there
the conversation took place within the four walls of Filodemus’
room. ‘To us the Armann ¢ Alpingi reveals the first awakening
of the national spirit combined with a desire for increased knowl-
edge and practical experience. Baldvin Einarsson, an un-
commonly gifted and energetic man, wrote by far the larger part
of the volumes, while Porgeir Gudmundsson primarily was a
financial supporter. After the appearance of the first volumes
the editors received some support from the government.? The
publication was discontinued after Baldvin Einarsson’s untimely
1 An opposition to the periodical in Iceland was also due to the controversy

between Baldvin Einarsson and R. Chr. Rask, cf. Islandica III, pp. 35-36;
Timarit hins isl. B6kmentafél. IX, pp. 20ff.

3 Lovs. f. Isl. IX, pp. 548-549 (Aug. 28, 1830).
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death in 1833. The surviving editor, to be sure, intended to con-
tinue the periodical,! but this apparently he was unable to do.

In the dialogues of the Armann 4 Alpingi there were inserted
numerous treatises and articles and a few poems. Among the
latter may be mentioned the BuinaBarbdlkur by Eggert Olafsson,
and some poems by Finnur Magniisson and others, all with the
same purpose, that of praising the country and the various
occupations of its people. In tlie second volume is a long com-
parison between the ancient and modern Icelanders, which shows
the latter in a rather unfavorable light. The treatises deal
mostly with farming, fishing, agriculture, and the handicrafts.
Noteworthy are two articles on agriculture and horticulture by
Baldvin Einarsson, which form the first two installments of a
series giving tlie history of the various livelihoods in Iceland,
but this he left unfinished. The contents, especially of the last
two volumes, represent several contributions from residents of
Iceland. The editors laid a particular stress upon the purity of
the language and a good style, and ridiculed the affected and
corrupt speech which was altogether too common at that time
(cf. vol. III, pp. 11-19).

In a class by itself is a treatise in the last volume by Baldvin
Einarsson, on consultative assemblies which had been introduced
into Denmark by the ordinance of May 28, 1831.2 There were
to be two such bodies, one for Jutland, and the other for the
Danish islands whicli met at Roskilde. In the latter Iceland
was to have two -representatives. In a separate pamphlet,
written in Danish, Baldvin Einarsson had opposed this arrange-
ment maintaining that if Iceland was to benefit from the
new order of things, it would be necessary for the Icelanders
to have an assembly of their own, meeting in the home country.
In the treatise in the Armann (IV, pp. 13-66) he explained to his
countrymen the nature of these assemblies and strongly advo-
cated the establishment of a national assembly for Iceland.
He was not listened to by the authorities at the time, and some
dozen years passed before such an assembly was founded. But
the treatise is of particular interest as the first assertion of
nationality in the political life of -Iceland, the first effort to
secure to the Icelanders a voice and control in their own affairs.

1 Skirnir V11, 1833, pp. 97-98.
2 Lovs. f. Isl. IX, pp. 706-712.
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We are here at the heart of the mission of the Armann. It was
to bring to Iceland the liberal movement and the national
revival which stirred the continent of Europe before and after
1830.

There were Icelanders in Copenhagen who soon felt the need
of a new periodical by which they could reach their countrymen
at home and impart to them tleir ideas and those of the outside
world. The leader of this group was Témas Szmundsson,! a
young theologian, who, after receiving his degree, had started on a
trip through Europe which lasted for two years. On this journey
he learned much and saw many things which opened his eyes to
reforms and changes which he thought ought to be introduced into
his native country. Returning to Copenhagen he associated
himself with three students of his age and they decided to publish
an annual. These three were Konrdd Gislason,? a student of
philology, Brynjélfur Pétursson,® a student of law, and Jé6nas
Hallgrimsson,* a naturalist and poet. Before the printing was

1 Témas Semundsson was born June 7, 1807, and died May 17, 1841. For
his life, see Fjolnir VI, pp. 1-6 (by J6nas Hallgrimsson); Erslew, Forfaiter-
Lexicon 111, pp. 279-80, Supplem. III, p. 325; Andvari XIV, pp. iii—xvi (by
Steingr. Thorstemsson), Skirnir LXX.XI pp. 97-116 (by Gudm. Finn-
bogason); Eimreidin XIII, pp. 195205 (by Gudm. Fridj6énsson); Samemmgm
X1, pp. 98-106 (by Jén Bjarnason; cf. Verdi ljés II, pp. 44-45), O8inn I11,
pp. 21-22, with portr.; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon XVII, pp. 32-33.—
His Bréf edited by Bishop Jén Helgason, his grandson, Rey! Jav1k, 1907, 8°,
pp. viii + 296, with portrait. Extracts from his letters had previously been
published in Témarit hins isl. Békmentafél. XVII, pp. 166-199. Extracts
from the account of his European travels, ed. by Jén Helgason, in Andvari
XXXII, 1907, pP. 25-74-

2Konr48 Gislason, born July 3, 1808, died Jan. 4, 1891. For his life,
see the biography by Dr. Bjérn M. Olsen, in Timarit hins tsl. Békmentafél.
XII, pp. 1-96, which gives the best account of the Fjslnir movement; see also
Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon 1, p. 496, Supplem. I, pp. 561-562; Bricka, Dansk
biograf. Lexikon VI, pp. 24-27; Arksv for nord, Filologs VII, pp. 293-303
(by Finnur Jénsson), 378-383 (autobiographical sketch, ed. by Kr. Kaalund);
Sunnanfari VI, pp., 6072 (by H. Kr. Fridriksson) with portrait; Odinn 1V,

p. 25-27 (by Jon Olafsson) with portrait; Skérmsr LXXXII, pp. 97-109 (by
%6rha.llnr Bjarnarson).

3 Brynjélfur Pétursson, born April 15, 1810, died Oct. 18, 1851, chief of
the Icelandic department in Copenhag See Erslew, Forfatter icon II,

62, Supplem. II, pp. 665-666; Hid isl Békmentafélag 1816-1916, p. 155.
or some letters of his, see P. Thoroddsen, Zfisaga Péturs Péturssonar, 1908,
PP- 293-307.

¢ J6nas Hallgrimsson, born Nov. 16, 1807, died May 26, 1845. His Lj60-
meli were first published by the Icelandxc Literary Soetety in 1847, a second
enlarged edition, with biography by Hannes Hafstein, Copenhagen, 1883;
new edition, Reykjavik 1913. For his life and work, see Fjolnir IX, pp. 1-74;
Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon I, p. 557, Supplem. I, pp. 647—648; Bricka, Dansk
biograf. Lexikon VI, pp. 514-516; P. Thoroddsen, Landfredissaga Isl. 1V,
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begun Témas Semundsson left for Iceland to take charge of a
benefice, but in 1835 the first volume of the Fjolnir, as the
annual was called, appeared in Copenhagen, ‘‘ written, published,
and edited” by the four partners. There was a long introduc-
tion from the pen of Témas Semundsson. It opens with
praise of the native land and points out what this means to the
Icelanders; the author dwells upon the beauties of nature which
meet the eye everywhere at home. But the inhabitants, he
says, do not make as much out of the land and the opportunities
which it offers as they could, nor even what their own ancestors
did. “What the nation chiefly suffers from is want of will,
lack of courage, and in many respects ignorance, and every one
who wishes to bear the name of Icelander must desire to break
the dam and let the national life unfold itself in word and deed.”
In these words he expressed the aim of the four young editors,
to break the fetters which held the people, prevented progress
and stifled initiative. It was a call such as the nation had never
heard before. With regard to the publication the editors laid
stress upon four points: firstly, that what it contained be useful,
both as regards man’s fight with irrational nature, and the organ-
ization and management of human society; in the second place,
that beauty be observed in language and style; thirdly, that the
truth be always followed irrespective of whether it would expose
the periodical to the enmity of men; fourthly, that it include
only what was good and moral.- Articles from outsiders would be
published if they treated of subjects timely for-discussion or con-
sideration and were in agreement with the principles of the peri-
odical. The main emphasis was laid upon topics which had some
actuality and were of importance for the present and the im-
mediate future. 7The aim was not only that of instructing;
entertaining matter was to be included in the form of poems and
stories. Articles were to be published anonymously unless the
authors expressed a desire to the contrary. Each volume was to
be divided into two sections, the Icelandic, and the Foreign or
pp. 2—20; Nfja oldin III, pp. 181-200 (by Jén Olafsson); Skfrnir LXXXI,

p. 315-325 (by Gudm. anboga.son), Jénas Hallgrimsson, fynrlestur, by

orsteinn Gislason, Sey8isfjordur, 1903, 8°, pp. 32; Illustreret Tidende 1v,
pp. 523—528 540-543 (by C. Rosenberg); EimreiBin VIII, pp. 118-121 (by

(Helgi Pétursson); XI, pp. 92—94 (by Matth. Pérdarson); XIII, pp. 184-195
(by Gudm. Fnbjénsson), X1V, pp. 100-105 (by Porv. Thoroddsen); XV, pp.

14-19 (by Stefan Stefansson); OBinn IIL, pp. 81-83 (by Matth. Jochumsson);
1V, pp. 17-19 (by Matth. Pérdarson) with portraits; V, p. 98.



PERIODICAL LITERATURE 45

. General, according to the subjects treated; and in addition there
was to be a special news section; but these divisions were not
strictly followed throughout. The first four volumes (1835-38)
appeared under the editorship of all the four original partners,
while the fifth (1839) was written, published, and edited by Témas
Semundsson alone. ‘The reason for this was pecuniary, as he was
the only one able at the time to defray the expenses of publication.
Then the periodical was suspended for three years, and in the
meantime T'émas Semundsson died. When it reappeared it was
somewhat changed, and was then published by an organized
society with by-laws.! In the case of the first four editors their
relations were personal, and there seems not to have been any real
organization back of the annual in those eatlier years. The sixth
volume saw the light in 1843 and the publishers styled them-
selves *Nokkrir Islendingar,” and so they appeared on the
title-page of the three following volumes, while Gisli Magniisson®
was called ‘“‘responsible editor’” of volume seven, and Halldér
Kr. Fridriksson® of volumes eight and nine. The ninth and
last volume (for 1846) bears tlie imprint of 1847, and contains
principally posthumous writings of Jénas Hallgrimsson. The
volumes are all of uniform octavo size, but they vary considerably
as to the number of pages. They are neatly printed and their
whole make-up is attractive.

There are probably few examples in literary history where a
publication has had such a rapid and decisive influence upon
language and literature as the Fjoinir had, and that in spite of a
strong opposition which it met with from the very beginning.
The editors firmly believed in their mission and had the ability
to give expression to it in a beautiful style and at the same time
with force and fearlessness. Greatest, perhaps, was the influence
it exercised upon the language, and in that part of the movement
Konr4d Gislason was the leader; he had ‘‘ philological knowledge

1 See Timarit hins isl. Békmentafél. X1I, pp. 93~96.

? Gisli Magntisson, born July 15, 1816, died Aug. 24, 1878. See Erslew,
Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem. II, pp. 307—308 Sunnanfaers X1, pp. 75-77, with
portr.; Nyt kirkjublad XI, pp. 145-150 (by Janus Jonsson )

3 Halld6r Kristjan Fridriksson born Nov. 27, 1819, died March 23, 1902.
See Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem. I, pp. 513-514; Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lexicon V, pp. 390-301; Sunnanfari I, pp. 69—71, portr.; Andvari XXVIII,

pPp. 1-24 (by Jén Porkelsson), portr. .
¢ There was some disagreement between the editors about the size and the
type, see Témas Seemundsson, Bréf, 1907, pp. 1441



46 ISLANDICA

combined with the acutest judgment and the keenest sense for
what was correct language, pure and beautiful.” And what he
wrote on the subject is of permanent value, such as the paper
on the Icelandic language in volume four, and the introductory
paragraph to the reviews in volume seven. They contain so
exquisite and strong an appeal to the people to preserve their
language that they will be turned to by future generations. In
his reviews of books he dwelt exclusively upon the language,
exposing without mercy the faults, and he gave thus a most
salutary lesson to writers and readers alike. But like almost all
ardent reformers Konrid Gislason was apt to go too far in his
demands and criticisms. Thus the translating or putting in
quotation marks of all foreign proper names was certainly
going too far. Unsuccessful were also his endeavors to intro-
duce a new orthography based upon the pronunciation. This
met with so determined an opposition from the majority of the
people and some of the leading philologists, such as Sveinbjorn
Egilsson, that the editors of the Fjélnir had to abandon it.!
Even Té6émas Semundsson had never fully approved of it.?
Konr4d Gislason’s articles on the subject are nevertheless very
interesting.

The Fjolnir initiated a renaissance in the literature of Iceland.
This was at that time at a low ebb, and little was printed beyond
new editions of older works. The literary conditions were
analysed and criticised in a long essay by Témas Szmundsson
in volume five. He showed the worthlessness of many of these
older works, and made many suggestions with a view to bringing
forth new literary products; he considered it the duty of the
directors of the printing office at Videy, which was public prop-
erty, to show interest in the furtherance of new literary projects
rather than to make money by publishing old and antiquated
books merely because they still were in popular favor.? The
reviews in the Fjolnir excelled anything in that line which had
been printed before in Icelandic. Suffice it to mention Témas
Semundsson’s review of Arni Helgason’s Helgidaga prédikanir

1Cf. also Jén Sigur8sson, Bréf, 1911, pp. I-5.

2 See his Bréf, 1907, pp. 185-186, 197ff., 217ff.

3 This and other things in Fjélnir caused the publication of Dr. J6n Hjalt-
alin’s pamphlet: Adfinning vid Eineygda-Fjolnir, Videyarklaustri, 1839, 8°,
pp. 28, to which Témas Semundsson replied by Fjolnir og Eineigdi- Fjolnir,
ViBeyarklaustri 1840, 8°, pp. 38 + (2).
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(vol. V, pp. 116-127), and Jénas Hallgrimsson's review of Sigurdur
Breidfjord’s Rémur af Tistrani og Indionu (vol. III, pp. 18-29).
The latter greatly offended all the friends of the rémur, and they
were many; but it gave a staggering blow to the rémur-poets from
which they never recovered; it opened men’s eyes to the shallow-
ness and bad taste displayed in the works of these poets.! But
a literary revival can not be brought about by destructive criti-
cism alone; nor was this the case with the Fjolnir. The renais-
sance had primarily its origins in the poems of Jénas Hallgrims-
son, which were printed in the pages of the annual. They set
the standard by which poets were to be measured, and their
influence was remarkable.?

Especially noteworthy are Témas Semundsson’s annual re-
views of Icelandic events, and the account of his travels through
a part of Iceland in 1834, which were published in the first five
volumes. In these he touched upon almost everything—farming
and fishing as well as literature and intellectual life; and they all
show the author’s keen judgment and unprejudiced views, as well
as his desire to improve things, when he thought it necessary.
Nothing escaped the observation of this ardent and progressive
spirit, and he was anxious that no opportunity be neglected from
which the country and the inhabitants might benefit. There is
not much about politics to be found in the volumes of the Fjolnir,
although the editors avowedly were in favor of a separate con-
sultative assembly for Iceland; when this had finally been granted
by the king, they strongly advocated that the assembly be held
at Thingvellir; to the question of the meeting place they attached
great importance, and therein they showed more of a romantic
spirit than of practical sense. The organization of the re-estab-
lished Althing and other matters connected with it form the sub-
ject of an article by Brynj6lfur Pétursson in volume seven, in
which he expressed the opinions of his associates. Some other
public questions were also discussed in the Fjélnir, but space
does not permit us to dwell upon them. The temperance ques-

1J6nas Hallgrimsson was not the first to attack the rimur. T6mas
Semundsson had done so before in an article which he sent to his co-editors in
Copenhagen, but they suppressed the passage; see Bréf 1907, pp. 187-188,
Sunnanpésturinn had also touched upon the matter, see I, p. 133.

? About this, see especially Olaf Hansen, Islandsk Renessance. I Hundred-
aaret for Jénas Hallgrimssons Fodsel. Et Siykke Litteraturhistorie. Koben-
havn, 1907, 8°, pp. (2) + 123.
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tion was first raised by the editors of this annual, who in a
long article, principally based upon an American pamphlet, pre-
sented the matter to their readers and strongly endorsed it.
They founded a temperance society themselves, branches of
which they hoped to see established in various parts of Iceland.
The movement lasted for some years, but it was really of no
further consequence. The foreign section, which was kept sepa-
rate in the first volumes, soon disappeared. ‘To it belong several
articles written or translated by Jé6nas Hallgrimsson, on geology
and other subjects from natural history, a few translated stories,
and a long article on Kosciusko.

The original editors of the Fjdlnir constituted a most fortunate
group of men for the task they set out to perform. Témas
Semundsson was, of course, the moving spirit, who with his
energy and enthusiasm kept things going and paid more than his
share of the expenses. His mind was full of ideas, and he was
eager to put them into practice or see them tested out. His pen
was constantly in motion, and such was his ardor that he often
could not spare time to revise his writings or give them as polished
a form as was desirable; he therefore sent them for revision,
before they were printed, to his co-editors in Copenhagen.
Occasionally he became impatient with their labors, and sus-
pected that they neglected the practical side and put too much
stress upon the outward form. Towards those who opposed or
disagreed with the Fjilnir he showed more tolerance than his
collaborators abroad, which may be explained by the fact that
the latter lived detached from the people and at times were apt
to push their principles too hard. Konrad Gislason’s profound
philological knowledge and fine literary taste, and J6nas Hall-
grimsson’s poetic genius, made the volumes of the Fjélnir a mon-
ument of the greatest literary importance. Brynjélfur Péturs-
son was least prominent in the pages of the annual, but he was
not without influence, and by those who knew, he is said to have
been perhaps the noblest character of them all. These four
men with one exception died young and did not see the fruit
of their labors. Témas Semundsson died in 1841, J6nas Hall-
grimsson in 1844, and Brynjélfur Pétursson in 1851. Konrid
Gislason alone lived to old age, but he soon buried himself in
philological researches, and during the last forty years of his
life wrote hardly anything in the tongue which he had done so
much to reform and reshape.
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Eight years passed after the discontinuation of Klaustur-
pbsturinn before another periodical came into existence in Iceland.
In the same year as the Fjolnir first appeared, a monthly was
started in Reykjavik by some members of the Icelandic Literary
Society, and it was the intention of the founders that if any
profit were derived from the publication, it should go into the
treasury of - the society.! This was Sunnanpbsturinn, which
was published monthly in small octavo numbers of sixteen pages,
from January, 1835, to December, 1836, and after a suspension
of one year, again from January to December, 1838. The first
volume was edited by Pé6r8ur Sveinbjérnsson,? associate judge
and later chief justice of the Superior Court, the second and third.
by Rev. Arni Helgason,? minister of Gardar and president of the
Reykjavik section of the Icelandic Literary Society. These two
were also the principal contributors to its pages.* In its exterior
as well as in the arrangement of the text, Sumnanpdsturinn was
visibly modelled upon its predecessor from Videyarklaustur.
It was a fairly good newspaper, at least as to domestic events,
but, as was to be expected, the reports of these were not in-
frequently somewhat belated. Otherwise the contents represent
mostly poems, stories, and essays on different subjects, many of
these being translations. The poems are chiefly by Pérdur
Sveinbjoérnsson, but there are also some by Sveinbjérn Egilsson,5
Bjarni Thorarensen, and others. Of prose translations may be
mentioned selections from B. Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac.®
There are only a few original treatises, and these deal particularly

1 Sunnanpésturinn 11, p. 192.

* PorBur Sveinbjérnsson, born Sept. 4, 1786, died Feb. 20, 1856. His
autobiography has recently been published by the Icelandic Historical Society,
Reykjavik, 1916, 8°, pp. (4) + 115, with portrait. See also Erslew, Forfatter-
Lexicon 111, pp. 270-272, Supplem. III, pp. 312-313; Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lextkon XVI, pp. 618-619.

3 Amni Helgason, born Oct. 27, 1777, died Dec. 14, 1869; was with Rask
the founder of the Icel. Lit. Soc. See his Zfiminning [by Grimur Thomsen)],
Reykjavik, 1877, 8°, pp. 71; also Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon I, 625-626, Supplem.
I, pp. 751-752; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexicon VII, pp. 289-290;. Hi8 isl.
Békmenntafjel, 1816~1916, pp. 143~145, portr.

¢ Arni Helgason writes in a letter to Finnur Magnfisson, March 3, 1836:
‘“Pegar bér lesid No. 11. af Sunnanp. f. 1835,1?5 si4id bér orsokina til ad
Sveinbidrnsen redigerar ei petta blad lengur Pad fauk { mig a8 fa dylgiur
bar, sem hvergi eiga heima. Medan eg hefi nokkud med pad blad ad sysla,
skal eg sialfur ra8a, hvad { pvi verdur prentad.”

$ Among translated poems by him is one of a Danish paraphrase of Thomas
Gray'’s Elegy in a country churchyard, vol. III, pp. 29-30.

¢ Vol. III, pp. 97-108 (Vegur til velmegunar).
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Sunnan Poftucinn

ttfendur ad cilhlutun
ARNA HELGASONAR,
Stiftprofafte og Riddara af Vannebroge.

No. 1. Sanmiarius, 1835,

Prentadur ad Videyar Klaufiri, of Bithrdjara Selga Selgafyni.
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Arstidiv [ifdins.

1.
%orib ma-[iBjaft vorri ingddms t(d
vilt Pd Hhoot mildrar himinblidu nytur;
4 gotu véfum glebin (ediv blid
gladbjatta framtid Gngdoms Panbin litue.
Sell er (4 tingil aof eingum forgum veic
ollum nilegum vinar géfur beit!

2.
R& vorid Hdur! litaft ingddms draum!
lidut ad funpats bita:mddu degum,
adb fleivu md pd augad géfa gaum
vor gjerifi (Eylds. lfs ad byrdi drogum.
Sell ev f& vapnil,ef med gbigri band
esfioar Gudi, vg Rirkiv feducland.
Nied ymfei breitiug. bonum fram:bjd fer
flughvad feel tid; fem brutud vav til Perfa,
®)

The first page of Sunnanpésturinn.



PERIODICAL LITERATURE 51

with some medical topics (by J6n Thorstensen, surgeon-general) ;
there is, however, one on the education of children, and another
on a literary subject. Ordinances of the government and the
decisions of the Superior Court were printed from time to time,
Sunnanpbsturinn is now chiefly remembered as the contemporary
and opponent of the Fjolnir. The Sendibréf eins Borgfirdings,!
by Eirikur Sverrisson, was the longest and most thorough
criticism of the Fjélnir which was published at the time; this
was a declaration of war against the editors of the Copenhagen
annual, and they were not slow in turning their attention to
Sunnanpdsturinn, where they found enough to criticize.? In the
question of the new orthography which Konrad Gislason tried
to introduce, Sunnanpdsturinn got the better of the controversy,
thus scoring its only victory.® The language and style in Sunnan-
pbsturinn was as a rule open to severe criticism; but the editors
can not alone be blamed for it, they were in that respect the
children of their age; their publication was a representative of a
period which was dying, while the Fjolnir was the herald of a
rising generation. The principal charge which may be brought
against the editors of the former is, perhaps, their lack of imagina-
tion. They seem to have had very little of importance to com-
municate to their readers. Like most Icelandic periodicals Sun#-
anpésturinn had a hard road to travel. Because of lack of
support it had to be discontinued after two years; then the gov-
ernment granted it exemption from postage by the overland mail,*
which privilege revived it and kept it going -for one year more.5

8'Sgnnanpémm'nn II, pp. 4-9, 23—28, 62-64, 89-94, 155-160, 170-173,
185-189

2 —_ . —

Témige ngasiol‘l’psassr; ggou{ I.;‘ugga:gésﬁnx 'ngebl 11;5 I;g hrnnpllx)ugzsggl
ekki haerra { fyrstu enn ad verda ekki félki til aina né neinum til meins, held
eg honum hafi tekizt hvorttveggja.”” He compares it, on account of its
insignificance, to Diaro di Roma, the papal paper. Amusmg was J6nas Hall-
grimsson’s trick of rewriting one of Pér8ur Sveinbjérnsson’s poems (Sunnan-

péstumm I, pp. 127-128; Fjélnir III, pp. 29-32).—See also Jénas Hall-
grimsson’s epltaph on Sunnanpésturmn, printed in Sunnanfari XI, p. 43.

3 See the Arnabjérn articles in Sunnanpésturinn I1, pp. 124126 (by Svb.
Egilsson?), 177-185 (by Arni Helgason).

¢ Letter of May 6, 1837 (Lovs. f. Isl. XI, pp. 48-49).

§ In a letter, dated April 5, 1838, Arni Helgason writes to Finnur Magnfs-

‘“Eg alpadist til ad halda a&fram Sunnanpéstinum betta 4rid; =tladi af

g_ a6 komast i strid vid Justitiarius, en bad fér alt laglega milli ockar.

imarit, sem Yfirrétturinn =tladi ad gefa at, lagBist fyrir 68al. Auglysing

var prentu6 en er aldrei Gtsend. Ritid 4tti ad heita Logrétta. Innihaldid

gttx ad vira juridiskt politiskt, en so koin ogso par fram sundurlyndid, og alt
att um koll.”
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The editor then thought of continuing?it as a quarterly, but
he had also to abandon that plan.!

In 1836 the first Icelandic Almanak was published, for the year
1837; it was issued at the expense of the University of Copen-

NImanart
foric dv eptic Kriftd fedlig
1837,

fan e Bid forfa Gu eptic DHiaupdr enn fimta .
eptiv Sumarauta,

dtreitnad
fori Reitiavlt & Jslandi

of

€. 5 R. Oluffen,
Prof. Astronom,

utlagt og lagad eptic (Slendffu timatali
of
Sinni Niagmibsfyni,
Prot.

@elft innfeft, 1 Raupmannabofn, ¢ einnei oef, foric
8 atmbau!aﬂitbfuga filfucs.

Raupmannabgfn.
ntad hié Dicect Sdyl
Yre i r"e:fgmqow dulg)

Tltle-page of the first Almanak.

hagen which had been granted the privilege of publishing al-
manacs.? This first almanac was computed for the latitude
of Reykjavik by Professor Chr. Friis R. Olufsen, and was
translated into Icelandic and edited by Finnur Magnisson.?

1 Sunnanpésturinn 111, pp. 111-112.

2 See Lovs. f. Isl. X, pp. 697-698 (Feb. 3, 1836), 703 (Feb. 13, 1836), 712-713
(March 12, 1836). The _University sold its right to print the first almanacs to
Schultz, the Danish printer, but from 1842 it published them at its own
expense (cf. Lovs. f. Isl. XII, p. 173; XIV, p. 368).

3 Bogi Benediktsson of StaBarfell, under the date of Aug. 15, 1836, writes
about the new almanac to Finnur MagnfGsson as follows: ‘‘Almanak y8ar
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Since that time the almanac has been printed every year. Pro-
fessor Olufsen wrote it until 1856; the next year was by Professor
P. Pedersen, but thereafter, from 1858 to 1888, it was written
by H. C. F. C. Schjellerup. Finnur Magniisson translated the
almanacs down to 1848,! being succeeded by Jén SigurBsson
who translated them down to 1880—that being the last to appear
under his name. The arrangement of the contents of the
almanacs has remained virtually the same through all these
years; in 1861 the size was changed from sextodecimo to duo-
decimo. Before these annual almanacs were published the Ice-
landers had for chronological computations made use partly of
the various calendary works whicli from time to time had been
printed in Icelandic, partly of printed Danish and Norwegian
alamancs, and partly of written Icelandic ones.?

Much as had been written upon economic and agricultural
questions in Icelandic since the middle of the eighteenth century,
it was not until the fourth decade of the nineteenth century that
a society was founded with the purpose of promoting these
interests. On Jan. 28, 1837, the Hiss- og Bistjérnarfélag Sudur-
amistns was formed, with the view of furthering the welfare
of farmers and fishermen within the Southern Province; this
was to be done by instructive publications, by pecuniary support
and prizes, and by improving the old methods and introducing
hefe eg yfirfari8, og hefe ecke vit 4 betr enn bad sie ad ollu 4gi=tt, og nerre
pvi ofmikid haft fyrir pvi, bar bandur flestir hér skifta sér ecke af 68rum
manudum enn Porra, Géu, Einmanude og Horpu, enn allur fjolde mun hafa
verid 6viss um 4irs og manada niBurskipan beirra gémlu. Enn nG hangir
pad vid hi4 beendum, einkum gémlum, a8 beir vilja hafa spadéma veBurattu-
fars 4 almandkum, hvad 6mogulegt sem er ad gjéra hann 4reiBanlegan;
b6 hefe eg lagt merke til, a8 19da hvért ar verdur likust veduratt hér i landi
(er bvi ei aldeilis marklaust peirra gomlu tunglaldar 4r i bvi tilliti, eda sogn
peirra bar um). Lika mAtti i beim gomlu almanékum dénsku athuga, bé

aspecter og conjunctioner etc. hrigudust saman (almanakanna teikn) visa8i
jafnan 6rélegt vedurlag.”

1 Finnur Magnfisson did more than to translate; he added the old Icelandic
chronology, as he explains in a letter to J. H. Schréder of Uppsala, dated April
3, 1837: ‘. . . tager jeg mig ved denne szrdeles gode Lejlighed, den Frihed
at vedlegge den Islandske Almanak for 1838, tildeels affattet ved mig, for
den Curiositets Skyld, at den foruden den kristelige Tidsregning, ogsaa inde-
holder den =ldgamle hedenske, uden Tvivl fra Asien nedstammende, som
fordum (med forskjellige smaae Forandringer f. Ex. ved Nytaarsterminen)
har veeret fulgt i de nordiske Riger, og som endnu félges i Island, men som dog
ikke for end ret nylig, er bleven fuldsteendig udgivet som passende for bestemte
Aarslob.” (Schroders Brefsamling VIII, 243, Uppsala University Library.)

2 See Catal. of the Icel. Coll. 1914, pp. 4-5 (cf. p. 679). See also J6n Porkels-
son’s article on the almanacs in Almanat L'ns isl. l%%lvinafélags for 1914, pp.
Ixxx~cl, which is the first truly Icelandic almanac printed.



54 ISLANDICA

new ones in farming, fishing, and the handicrafts.! The society,
of course, was modelled upon the Danish Agricultural Society,
which since its foundation had included Iceland within its sphere
of operation. In 1839 the first part of the society’s publication,
the Bfinadarrit, appeared, this being followed in 1843 by the
second part, completing volume one.? The first part of volume
two was printed in Reykjavik in 1846, and this was the last to
be published. These two octavo volumes contain some valuable
contributions. Témas Semundsson published there a long ar-
ticle on the leasing and management of farms; an experienced
sailor gave rules for the guidance of helmsmen; Bjérn Hall-
dérsson’s work called Arnbjorg, a guide for housekeepers,® with
a biographical sketch of that worthy parson, was printed here
for the first time. Dr. J6n Thorstensen contributed an essay
on the treatment of children. An article on birch forests in
Iceland was likewise included. The reports of the society are
to be found there, but sometimes they were also printed sepa-
rately. Later the name of the society was changed to B#nadar-
félag Suduramisins, and after 1856 its reports were regularly
published, occasionally accompanied by treatises or brief articles.*
In 1899 the society was incorporated in the BrinaBarfélag Islands.

The liberal ideas which spread through Europe after the
overthrow of the French monarchy, in 1830, found their way to
Iceland and aroused the people in some degree to political
activity. Baldvin Einarsson first voiced the claim of Iceland
to a special consultative assembly. Further demands could
hardly be made so long as an absolute monarchy existed in
Denmark. In 1837 a petition was presented to the king by the
Icelanders, asking for a separate consultative chamber. The
only result of this was that the old king by a royal letter of Aug.
22, 1838, directed that a committee of a few government officials
should meet in Reykjavik every other year to consider various
questions and give their advice as to them. These sessions

1 See Sunnanpbdsturinn 111, pp. 9-11; BinaBarrit 1, pp. 1-26. ‘The by-
laws were printed separately in Videy, 1837, cf. Catal. of the Icel. Coll. 1914,
p- 80; Bibl. Not. V, 111.

* Part one was reviewed in Fjdlnir VI, pp. 60-61; for part two, see Bibl.
Not. 1, 133.

3 This corresponds to the author’s A#: (Hrappsey, 1780), a guide for
husbandmen (cf. Bsbl. Not. 1, 83).

¢ See Catal. of the Icel. Coll. 1914, p. 80.
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took place in the summers of 1839 and 1841, and their proceed-
ings were issued in print under the title of T43ind: frd nefndar-
Sfundum islenzkra embettismanna £ Reykjavik drin 1839 og 1841
(Copenhagen, 1842, 8°).! They were-edited under the super-
vision of Arni Helgason and Pér3ur Sveinbjornsson, members of
the committee, but the reports were written for 1839 by Pérdur
J6nasson, and for 1841 by Kristjan Kristjdnsson, who had acted
as secretaries of the committee during the meetings.? Before
the second session took place King Frederick the Sixth had died
(Dec. 3, 1839), and King Christian the Eighth had ascended the
throne. He soon showed himself favorable to the cause of the
Icelanders. On May 22, 1840, a royal letter was issued
directing the committee of government officials, which was to
meet in the following year, to take under consideration whether
it would not be more advantageous for Iceland to have a con-
sultative body of its own, and in case the committee thought so,
to advise as to the organization of such a body. This led to the
ordinance of March 8, 1843,* by which the Althing was re-estab-
lished as a consultative assembly.

The ordinance of 1840 called forth great enthusiasm on the
part of the Icelanders. Many pens were set in motion to discuss
the future assembly, but much of what was written at the time
proved to be of little practical value. There were those who
wished the new body to be composed in much the same way as the
ancient Althing, thus disregarding the entirely changed condi-
tions of the country and the different spirit of the times. Many
of the most prominent men demanded that the assembly should
under all circumstances meet at Thingvellir. At this juncture a
new man came to the front, who was destined to become the

1 Cf. Lovs. f. Isl. XI, p. 701.

? During this time Iceland was also represented at the estates in Roskilde
by two Icelanders who were appointed by the king. No official report was
issued in Icelandic about the proceedings there concerning Icelandic affairs.
The full proceedings were, of course, published in Danish. For the guidance
and information of their countrymen Jén Sigurdsson and other Icelanders in
Copenhagen translated the portions dealing with Iceland, and published them
as Fréttir frd Fulltrda-binginu £ Hréarskeldu viBvikjandi mdlum Islendinga,
Copenhagen, 1840, 8°, pp. (4) + 72, and Frétir frd Fulltriiabingi § Hréarskeldu
1842, viBvikjands mdlefnum Islendinga, Copenhagen, 1843, 8°, pp. 256. ‘The
latter is much longer, as at that session the re-establishment of the Althing
was under discussion.

8 Lovs. f. Isl. XI, pp. 614-628.

¢ Lovs. f. Isl. XII, pp. 451-525. _
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leader of his nation in the political struggle which now was
beginning. This was J6n Sigur3sson,! then thirty years of age,
who had hitherto devoted himself to historical and philological
studies in Copenhagen. He felt called upon to advise his coun-
trymen on the questions which now lay before them, and in order
to be able to do so a periodical was required by which he could
reach them. He and his followers first thought of reviving the
Fjolnir, which had been suspended for two years; but the negotia-
tions with the Fj6lnir-men were unsuccessful as the latter were
unwilling to yield on some principal points, such as a change in
the title and the aims and contents of the periodical.? ‘Therefore
Joén Sigurdsson and several other Icelanders founded a new
annual called Ny félagsrit,?® the first volume of which appeared
in 1841 and which continued to be published yearly in Copen-
hagen until 1873, with the exception of the years 1865-66 and
1869. Thus thirty volumes in octavo were published, their
size varying from some 150 to 200 pages, neatly printed and well
made up. On the title-page the publishers styled themselves as
“Nokkrir Islendingar,” ¢ but the editing was in the hands of a
board of five members who were elected every year. Jén
Sigur3sson was always on the board, while the others changed
continually.® He directed absolutely the policy of the annual;

1J6n Sigurdsson was born June 17, 1811, and, as was often customary at
the time, was prepared for the University by his father and privately graduated
1829. He was immatriculated at the University of Copenhagen in 1833, but
never took any final degree there. He spent the rest of his life in Copenhagen,
making frequent visits to Iceland. He was member of the Althing from 1845
until his death, and usually Speaker of the House when he attended the
sessions. For his life, see especially Jén Sigurdsson. Um evi hans og starf.
Aldarminning Skirnis. Reykjavik, 1911, 8°, pp. (4) + 208, illustr.; Timarit
hins isl. Békmentafél. 111, 1882, pp. 1-30 (by Jén Porkelsson: Um visindalega
starfsemi J. S., etc.); Andvars VI, 1880, pp. 1-43; Jén SigurBsson, the Ice-
landic patriot. A biography. Reykjavik, 1887, 8°, pp. (2) + 63 + 16;
Konrad Maurer, Zur politischen Geschichte Islands, Leipzig, 1880, pp. 301-318.
—Selection of Jén Sigur3sson’s letters was published in 1911 by the Icelandic
Literary Society: Bréf Jéms Sigurdssonar. Urval. Reykjavik, 1911, 8°,
pp. viii + 698, illustr.

2 See T¥marit hins £sl. Békmentafél. X11, 1891, pp. 41ff., 89-93.

3 Called so in distinction from Gomlu félagsritin, see above p. 16. )

4 In vols. IV-VI are to be found lists of those who shared the expenses of
publication; they number a little over twenty.

5 The members of the board, besides J6n Sigurdsson, were the following:
Porvaldur Bjérnsson, vols. 24-25; Gunnlaugur Bléndal, 22-23; Lérus
Bléndal, 23; Gisli Brynjtalfsson, 8-19; Magniis Eiriksson, 2-16; Vilhjalmur
Finsen, 7-11; J6n Gudmundsson, 9, 11-12; J6n Hjaltalin, 1-5, 13; Sigurdur
L. Jénasson, 20-30; Bjorn Jénsson, 29-30; FEirikur Jénsson, 26-30; Porsteinn
Jénsson, 6; Skapti Jésefsson, 26-28; SigurBur Melsted, 2-5; Amljétur
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it was his organ, founded to carry on political propaganda in
Iceland, to guide, instruct and shape public opinion there, and
to keep the people united in the fight for political liberty. The
periodical never paid and for financial reasons was often on the
point of being discontinued. Jén Sigurdsson and his fellow-
workers kept it going at a personal sacrifice; it was only occa-
sionally that they received some pecuniary support from sym-
pathizers in Iceland. In spite of the popularity which the annual
enjoyed from the beginning, its sale seems never to have been
very large.! Every spring, however, people looked eagerly forward
to a new volume of the N7 félagsrit.

The editors stated their program in the preface to volume
one. In this stress is laid upon the fact that the knowledge of
oneself is as important for nations as individuals, and to
contribute to the spreading of such knowledge within the Ice-
landic nation was the purpose of the editors. The knowledge
of oneself, however, does not consist merely in knowing one’s.
own conditions, but also those of other nations and one’s relations
to them. Being published outside of Iceland, the Ny félagsrit
was to devote itself particularly to the latter; conditions at home
were deemed a proper subject for a periodical issued there. Of
foreign countries Denmark was the one which it was of most
importance for the Icelanders to know, because of their close
relations with it, which were therefore especially to be dealt
with in the annual. Thus the political program was clearly
stated and it was consistently adhered to throughout the existence
of the Ny félagsrit, and from the beginning the editors stated
their opinions frankly and fearlessly. Some people seemingly
thought that they were too outspoken and sharp in their utter-
ances; this was referred to in the preface to volume two, but the
editors declared that they had nothing to apologize for, as their
words had conveyed their convictions. In the preface to volume
Olafsson, 15-19; Bjorn M. Olsen, 30; Olafur Palsson, 1; Bjarni Sivertsen,
1-2; Brynjélfur Snorrason, 7, 10; Magnfis Stephensen, 24-25; Oddgeir
Stephensen, 1, 3-8; Grimur P. Thomsen, 6, 13-17; Bogi Thorarensen, 12, 14;
Bergur Thorberg, 20-21; Steingrimur Thorsteinsson, 18-22, 25-29; and
Gudbrandur Vigftsson, 17-24.

14Vér eetlum, ad alt upplag Félagsritanna hafi aldrei yfir stigid 8oo
exemplér, og p6 megum vér fullyrBa, ad varla hafi gengid Gt af beim helmingur,
bvi siBur ad andvirdi hafi komid inn fyrir helminginn & &ri.” Islendingur
II1, 1862, p. 74.—The lists of subscribers in vols. V-VI of N§ félagsrit account

for some 250 copies, but this probably fell off later, cf. vol. XVI, pp. 197-198.
See also NorBri IV, 1856, pp. 91-93.
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three they asked for consideration on the part of readers, in
view of the difficulty they had in the gathering of material for
articles on public affairs; because in this respect they had entirely
to depend upon their own collections and labors, since the govern-
ment did not publish any satisfactory reports or statements
regarding the affairs of Iceland.

Most of the articles on political questions were written by J6n
SigurBsson. It has been calculated that from his pen come about
3200 pages of the Ny félagsrit, or about two-thirds of the thirty
volumes.! ‘To analyze or even to enumerate all these contribu-
tions here would carry us too far, and I shall confine myself to
mentioning only the principal subjects which he wrote about.
First of all was the question of a separate constitutional govern-
ment for Iceland. To the first volumes he contributed articles
on the organization of the Althing as a consultative chamber,
laying down the principal rules to be followed in its re-establish-
ment so as to make it as useful and modern an institution as
possible; his views were in divergence from those of most other
writers on the subject; but his suggestions were finally recognized
and in the main carried out. This question took a totally differ-
ent aspect when Danish absolutism was abolished in 1848 and
Denmark received a constitutional government. Then Jén
Sigurdsson immediately demanded the same or a similar form of
government for Iceland, independent of the Danish parliament.
In the volume of the N§ félagsrit which appeared that year, he
published a Hugvekja til Islendinga, where he stated briefly and
clearly the principles of political autonomy for Iceland, and gave
form to the demands which henceforth figured as the fundamental
issues in the long political struggle which ensued. Before taking
any definite step in settling the question, the Danish king prom-
ised to consult the Icelandic nation through its representatives on
the subject. A national convention was convoked in the sum-
mer of 1851, but through the interference of the representative
of the crown, it ended without results, and for the following six-
teen years the Danish government ignored the matter. Jén
Sigurdsson, on the other hand, kept the question alive by his
writings, and never lost an opportunity to bring it before the
people. The solution which was finally arrived at in 1874, when
a constitution was granted, was therefore due more to him and

1 J6n Porkelsson, in T¥marit hins £sl. Békmentafél. 111, pp. 17-20.
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his untiring efforts than to any other man. Not that he was
entirely satisfied with it; he considered it only as one step for-
ward and a foundation for a further advance. The second great
question, and one closely connected with the first, was that of the
financial relations between Iceland and Denmark. The state-
ments which the government issued regarding the revenue which
the Danish treasury received from Iceland were very unsatisfac-
tory, and usually showed that the government appropriated larger
amounts to Iceland than were received; in other words, that Ice-
land was not self-supporting. ‘This Jén Sigur3sson questioned,
demanding clearer and more detailed statements, with the result
that the government gradually gave out more minute accounts,
which before long showed a balance in favor of Iceland. Astime
went on, he demanded a complete separation of the finances of
the two countries, and this led to a long and wearisome struggle
in which some of his own followers wavered; but he stood firm,
and in the end won out; the final settlement was on the lines he
had formulated. The third question was that of freedom for
Icelanders to trade with all nations. In 1786 the pernicious
commercial monopoly had been abolished and all subjects of the
Danish king had been allowed to carry on trade with Iceland,
while men of other nations could only do so occasionally and by
special permission. This, of course, was a most unsatisfactory
arrangement, and the Icelanders very soon petitioned the king to
extend the freedom of trade, but without avail. Jén Sigurdsson
took the matter up in the Ny félagsrit as well as on the floor of
the Althing, and thanks to his illuminating writings and persistent
" efforts the Danish government finally yielded; the law of April 15,
1854, was issued, granting full freedom of trade. The fourth im-
portant question which was discussed in the Ny félagsrit was that
of schools and education. Here J6n Sigur3sson also took the
leading part and directed the action. We find in those pages
articles on the history of schools in Iceland, on reforms of the
existing schools, on the establishment of theological, medical,
and law schools, on agricultural schools, and on elementary
instruction. Many of these were written by Jén Sigurdsson, and
he lived to see several reforms, which he and his adherents had
advocated, carried out. The Latin School was transferred from
Bessastadir to Reykjavik in 1846, and various changes for the
better introduced at that time and afterwards. The Pastoral
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Seminary was founded in 1847, and the Medical School in 1876.
It will be clear from all this what an important part the Ny
félagsrit played in the history of Iceland during the decades in
which it was published.!

The writings of Jén Sigur3sson are a model of lucidity, and
bear witness to his profound scholarship; they are always founded
on a thorough knowledge of the subject which they deal with, and
display a clear view of the useful and practical side of things.
Once having formulated his demands or outlined his program he
never yielded. He repeated himself over and over in his writ-
ings, so as to keep the issues before the people and spur men
on to action; his articles were propaganda literature of the best
kind, and they had a great influence on public opinion. But
often he had to contend with lack of interest and enterprise on
the part of his own countrymen, who did not see so clearly or look
so far ahead as he. In the end, however, all recognized his
services and disinterestedness. He lived as a private citizen
all his life, declining to accept office from the government on
condition that he gave up his political activities. He was not a
man of means and this meant consequently a great sacrifice on
his part. The first legislative Althing (1875) unanimously voted
him an honorary annual salary for the rest of his life. He died
December 7, 1879. He was a great man and a patriot in the
truest and noblest sense.?

Besides political questions various other topics were discussed
in the Ny félagsrit. Much space was devoted to agriculture and
farming, representing contributions from various hands. Several

1 “Ny Félagsrit hafa § svo mérgum efnum verid Alpingi émissandi leid-
arvisir, og skyrt svo fyrirfram og sundurlidad med 1j6sum rokum flest eda 611
hin atkveda-meiri mil, er hafa fyrir pingi® komid, ad segja m4, ad bau hafi
verid reedd og undirbtin meir en til halfs, 43uren bingid fékk bau til medferdar;
hefir pvi timarit petta verid f6éturinn undir Alpingi i barnasku sinni og 1j6s
bess og stod & svo margan veg.” Pjéddlfur X1V, 1862, p. 83. :

2 In his obituary on J6n Sigur8sson, Konrad Maurer writes as follows:
‘* Als politischer Fiihrer, als gelehrtester Kenner der islindischen Geschichte,
als stets bereiter Helfer und Berather jedes einzelnen seiner Landsleute,
endlich als uniibertrefflicher Leiter der islindischen gelehrten Gesellschaft,
wird Jén Sigurdsson in seiner Heimath auf lange hinaus schmerzlich vermisst
werden. Auch im Ausland werden Viele mit Bedauern den Tod dieses Mannes
vernommen haben, der in wissenschaftlichen oder anderen Fillen auch ihnen
mit grésster Zuvorkommenheit zu dienen pflegte. Ich aber, der ich mit dem
Verstorbenen seit dem Jahre 1856 in engem Verkehr stand und gar manche
wissenschaftliche Forderung, gar manche frohe Stunde, gar manchen emnsten
Freundesdienst ihm verdanke, ich betraure in ihm einen der edelsten, ehren-

haftesten u}}d grossartigsten Ménner, mit denen ich je das Gliick hatte zu-
sammengefithrt zu werden.” Zur polit. Geschichte Islands, 1880, p. 318.
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articles on medical and hygienic matters are to be found there,
mostly from the pen of Dr. J6n Hjaltalin, the surgeon-general
of Iceland and the founder of the Medical School, who with Jén
SigurBsson brought about medical organization throughout the
country. Dr. Hjaltalin also contributed two long articles on his
travels in Iceland, dealing largely with minerals to be found there.
Numerous reviews of books were also printed in the Ny félagsrit,
many of them of considerable length, written chiefly by Jén
Sigurdsson and Gudbrandur Vigfisson. Of foreign contributors
to the periodical may be mentioned Professor Konrad Maurer,
who wrote on the constitutional question and an historical essay
on Icelandic commerce. Almost every volume of the Ny félagsrit
contains a report of the decisions of the Danish Supreme Court in
Icelandic cases. This came within the sphere of the relations
between the two countries, and consequently fell within the scope
of the periodical; nor were these decisions published anywhere
else in Icelandic.

The editors had declared in their program that entertaining
matter would be either left out entirely or kept within narrow
limits. Consequently there is not very much in the volumes
which falls within that category. Here, however, are to be
classed the accounts of travels in Germany and Norway by
Gudbrandur Vigfiisson, and a description of papal Rome by
Olafur Gunnlégsen.! And almost every volume contains one
or more poems, original or translated, by Benedikt S. Grondal,
Grimur Thomsen, Gisli Brynjiilfsson, Steingrimur Thorsteinsson,
and others. The translations include such poems as the Dies ire,
the Stabat mater dolorosa, a canto from Dante’s Divina Commedia,
Schiller’s Das Lied von der Glocke, and others. In a few of the
earlier volumes were portraits of prominent Icelanders, together
with biographical sketches, but these number only six. Thus the
N7y félagsrit offered their readers considerable variety, and what-
ever was printed was well presented.

In 1872 H1d islenzka Pjé6dvinafélag (The Icelandic Patriotic
Society) was organized; it was originally planned that this
should take over the publication of the Nj félagsrit. This it
did not do, but it started another annual on the same lines with

1There was a strong anti-Catholic feeling in Iceland at that time, and
therefore some people found fault with N félagsrit for publishing this interest-
ing essay, which they looked upon as a link in the missionary work of Djun-
kowsky; cf. Pjé86lfur X, 1858, pp. 110-111; XI, 1859, p. 67.
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the title of Andvars which first appeared in 1874, and consequentl
belongs to a later period than the one treated here. :

The new consultative Althing met for the first time in Reykja-
vik in the summer of 1845, and henceforth every other year.
The transactions were published immediately after the end of
each session under the title of Tidindi frd Alpingi; these com-
prise thus fourteen volumes, down to 1873, when the last con-
sultative assembly was held. They were edited by two members
elected by the Althing,! and contain a full report of the speeches
delivered at the sessions and all the bills which were introduced;
each year forms a stout octavo volume.? In 1851 no regular
session was held, although one was due then; the reason was
that the National Convention (Pjé8fundurinn) met that year
and its transactions were published in a separate volume: T43ind:
fré Pj6dfundi Islendinga 4rid 1851.3

What an enterprising and energetic man was able to accom-
plish even in a sparsely populated rural district, was shown by Dr.
Pétur Pétursson,* minister of StaBarstadur and dean of Snafells-
nessysla, when he organized the clergy of his district, and with
their support founded an annual, called Arsrit presta f Pérsnes-
pingi, of which two thin octavo volumes were printed in Reykja-
vik, 1846-47.5 The articles in these were practically all on
subjects of interest to the clergy, and most of them were doubt-
less written by the dean himself. In the second volume an
appeal was made for a new hymn-book in the Icelandic church,
on the ground that the one then in use was out of date because of
changes which had taken place within the church since it had

1The editors for 1845~73 were: Jén Johnsen, 1845; J6n SigurBsson, 1845-
1)7; P6r3ur Gudmundsson, 1849; Jén Gudmundsson, 1847, 1853; Pétur
étursson, 1853-61, 1865; Halldor Kr. Fridriksson, 1855-59, 1869~73; Pall
Melsted, 1861-63; Sveinn Skilason, 1863—67; J6n Pétursson, 1867-71;
and Egill Egilson, 1873.

1 The first legislative Althing met in 1875. From that year on the trans-
actions bear the title of 4lpingistidinds.

3 Edited by Pétur Pétursson, Jems Sigur3sson, and Gisli Magntsson.—
About the National Convention, see Andvari XXVII, 1902, pp. 1-34 (by
Hannes Hafstein); XXXI, 1906, pp. 32-90, XXXII, 1907, pp. 146-160 (by
Klemens Jénsson).

4 Pétur Pétursson, born Oct. 3, 1808, died May 15, 1891; was director of
the Pastoral Seminary 1847-66, bishop of Iceland 1866-89. For his life, see
Porv. Thoroddsen, Afisaga Pjeturs Pjeturssonar. Reykjavik, 1908, 8°, pp.
'(I“‘lz + 34%, portraits; and Andvars XVIII, 1892, pp. 1-11 (by Grimur

omseh).

§ Reviewed in Reykjavikurpésturinn 1, 1847, pp. 179-184.
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been first introduced. Two of the articles in the annual are of
historical interest, as they give descriptions of the singing in the
churches and of contemporary behavior at church and during
the services, but they are probably somewhat overdrawn. The
annual met with considerable criticism from outside, at least
two pamphlets being published in protest against certain state-
ments in it.! It ceased to appear when Dr. Pétur Pétursson
moved from the district.

In 1833 Rev. Olafur Sfvertsen and his wife J6hanna Fridrika
presented to the Flatey parish in Breidifjordur a library of 100
volumes, with 100 rixdalir, this being the nucleus of the so-called
Flateyjar Framfara-stiptun, the object of which was ‘“to spread
useful knowledge, good morals, and the spirit of enterprise’” among
the inhabitants of the district.2 In 1841 an affiliated society was
organized by a few men in Flatey and the neighboring communi-
ties, called H1® bréflega félag (the Correspondence Society), the
members of which were to write an essay or treatise annually on
some topic of general interest. These were to be sent to the
secretary of the society who kept them and supervised their
circulation among the members.? A few years later some mem-
bers of this affiliated society, which was known by the awkward
name of the Flateyjar Framfara-stofnfélags Bréflega félag, decided
to publish an annual in which, among other things, some of these
essays were to be printed. Thus there appeared from the Reyk-
javik press in 1847 the first volume of Arsritid Gestur Vest-
firdingur, in octavo, the first periodical, excepting the T%0ind:
Jfré Alpingi, printed in Iceland in Latin type throughout.* In
each of the three following years (1848-50) a new volume was
forthcoming, but thereafter it was suspended, until in 1855 the
fifth and last volume was issued from a Copenhagen printing

lA‘Sl:out the Arsrit and the pamphlets, see Thoroddsen, Zfisaga P. P.,
pp. 36-53.

2 = .

(et 55, 1856y, See a1y Sumuanplsturinn . 1508, ob. 100-1o1, Biobilfur
XTI, 1859-60, pp. 3031, 41—42, 45—46. Three reports of the Flatey Founda-
tion with a catalogue of the library were printed in 1842, 1844, and 1858

(cf. Bibl. Not. 1, 132 and 135; Catal. of the Icel. Coll., pp. 158-159).

3 About the organization of this society, see the first report of the Flatey
Foundation (1842), pp. 5-6; the by-laws were printed in the second report
(1844), pp. 11-14.

4 Like the Skirnir it has a stanza on the title-page:

‘“Hef bt nti, Gestur, gaungu bina fr6Bleiks og menta fromudur vertu,
um fésturfold, og fréttir tjadu; kurteys med einurd kynn hid sanna.”
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office. The Gestur Vestfirdingur was edited by a board consisting
as a rule of four members.! Most of the volumes, apparently in
imitation of the arrangement in the Fjjlnir, were divided into
three sections, one containing news, the second miscellaneous
matters, and the third essays. The news section dealt exclusively
with the Western Province and took its beginning from the year
where Sumnanpésturinn had stopped; it is on the whole well
written. ‘The miscellaneous part consists of various minor items,
some of a controversial character, while in practically all the
volumes the essays treat of economical questions, like farming,
fishing, and commerce; some of them are in the form of a dia-
logue.? In the last volume are to be found biographies of Hall-
grimur Pétursson, the hymnologist, and Olafur Snéksdalin, the
genealogist, by Gisli Konrddsson, who at the invitation of the
Flatey Foundation had taken up his residence in Flatey and
whose writings subsequently became the property of the founda-
tion. It was the intention of the editors to continue the annual,
but no more was ever printed.

After the disappearance of Sunnanpésturinn at the end of 1838,
no periodical of a general character saw the light in Reykjavik
for the next eight years. Chief-justice P6r3ur Sveinbjérnsson
had planned a juridico-political quarterly which was to be
published by the Superior Court, but it failed to materialize;?
and thereafter T6émas Smmundsson, together with Olafur
Stephensen of Videy and others, proposed to issue a quarterly in
which among other things were to be printed the proceedings

1 The editors were Olafur Sivertsen, vols. 1-5; Brynjalfur Benedictsen,
1-5; Eirikur Kdld, 1-5; Gudmundur Einarsson, 1-3; Jén P. Thoroddsen, 5.
—Olafur Sivertsen was probably the principal contributor, cf. Erslew, Forfatter
Lexicon, Supplem. III, pp. 188-189. He was born May 24, 1790, and died
May 27, 1860; see Stutt efidgrip Olafs Stvertsens. Reykjavik, 1862, 8°, pp. 31.

? In one of the dialogues, the anonymous wnter makes a farmer express his
opinion about the periodicals then current, in the following way: ‘‘Reyk-
javikurpést-greyid er b6 skést, pvi hann er fréttafrbbastur Albingisti@indin
eru tomur hrerigrautur og stapp, sem einginn botnar f. Pj636lfur er mest-
megnis ad deila 4 adra. Lanztidindin bekki eg ad eingu, en heyrt hefi eg 4
) mé.li manna, ad pau séu kostalétt. Félagsritin nfu eru ekki sem verst, b6
eru i peim 6fgar, sem n4 eingri att; eg held, ad peir, sem skrifa pau, haldi, ad
vid islendmgar séum almattugir, og hver béndi i Papeyjarbuxum (verdi
aldrei févana). Gestur er heldur ekki upp 4 marga fiska, og ekki fyrir saud-
svarta almigann téfluverkid i honum, pegar prestarnir okkar sumir hverjir
fara jafnnerir fr4 ad skilja pad. Ritin pau arna eru ekki til annars en draga
fit peninga” (vol. IV, pp. 78-79).

3 See the letter from Arni Helgason quoted above, p. 51, note 5.
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of the meetings of the Committee of Government Officials, but
this also proved abortive through a disagreement between the
prospective supporters.! Unwillingness to co-operate pre-
vented the carrying out of any further schemes of the sort,?
until finally P4ll Melsted® and his brother, Sigurdur Melsted,
together with P6rBur J6nasson,® associate judge of the Superior
Court, entered into a partnership to publish and edit a monthly
paper. Thus Reykjavikurpésturinn was founded, which ran for
three years, from October 1846, to September 1849, and was
published in monthly numbers of sixteen pages in octavo.
SigurBur Melsted severed his relations with it at the end of the
first year; the second year was edited by the other two, while
the third year was edited by P6r8ur J6nasson alone, except that
PAall Melsted appeared by name as editor of the last two numbers
(Aug.-Sept., 1849). Reykjavikurpésturinn was the best news-
paper which down to that time had appeared in Iceland, and it
was doubtless due to PAll Melsted that the news sections were
so extensive and well written. This was his first entrance
into journalism; he returned to it from time to time, and the
papers which he was connected with always maintained high stand.
ards. His contributions to this paper were probably quite a
few. Reykjavikurpésturinn published several good articles on
various topics, both original and translated. Legal matters were
treated by Pér3ur J6énasson, and different questions of the day
were discussed there by several contributors. To political mat-
ters considerable space was devoted, but the paper was of a
conservative tone and gave utterance to P6r3ur J6nasson’s own

1 Témas Semundsson, Bréf, 1907, pp. 270-271, 280-281, 284-285; Jé6n
Sigurdsson, Bréf, 1911, p. 20; PAll Melsted, Bréf til Jéns Sigurdssonar, 1913,
PP. 3, 8, 11, 13; Lovs. f. Isl. XI, p. 701.

2 PAll Melsted, Bréf til Jéns SigurBssonar, 1913, p. 39.

3 Pall (Palsson) Melsted, born Nov. 13, 1812, died Feb. 9, 1910. He
occupied various positions; for a long time he was teacher of history in the
College. About his life, see especially his own Endurminningar, Copenhagen,
1912, 8°, pp. viii + 118, with portraits; Andvari XXXVI, pp. 1-21 (by Bogi
Th. Melsted); Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon, Supplem. II, p. 359; Bricka, Dansk
biograf. Lexikon, XI, pp. 257-258.

. 4 Sigur8ur Melsted, born Dec. 12, 1819, died May 20, 1895. He was long
director of the Pastoral Seminary. See_Kirkjubladi® V, 1895, pp. 125-126;
Minningarrit 50 dra afmelis Prestaskéla Islands, 1897, pp. 8-10, with portrait;
Erslew, Forfatter-Lexiwcon, Supplem. 11, pp. 361-362.

5 PorBur J6nasson (or Jénassen) born Feb. 26, 1800, died Aug. 25, 1877;
chief-justice from 1856 to 1877. See Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon VIII,
p. 528; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon, Supplem. I, p. 967. .
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views. He was probably somewhat domineering towards the
other editors and that led to difficulties.!

Two young poets living in Copenhagen, Gisli Brynjiilfsson?
and J6n Pér8arson Thoroddsen,® had in the year 1848 decided to
publish a booklet containing poems and essays on the liberal arts
with the exclusion of everything connected with national and
international politics. In the meantime, however, the February
revolution broke out in Paris and disturbances and revolutionary
movements spread from there to most European countries. In
view of this the editors made in the contents of their publication
a compromise between poetry and contemporary events, and put
side by side dreams and realities, at the same time hoping
that their booklet might develop into an annual. This was the
Nordurfari, of which only two volumes were printed, 1848—49.
They contain a number of poems, chiefly by the editors, and some
translated stories, like Franklin's The whistle. J6n Thoroddsen
contributed a short story entitled Ferdasaga, but otherwise
almost all his contributions were poems. The editors wrote in
collaboration a political article, printed in volume two, in which
they strongly advocated autonomy for Iceland under a common
king with Denmark. The other prose writings are from the
pen of Gisli Brynjdlfsson. His first essay dealt with the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen as a place of study for future Icelandic
officials, in which he pointed out its disadvantages in various
respects and the desirability of professional schools located in
Iceland. This involved him in a controversy with Reykjavikur-
posturinn.* By far the larger part of the two volumes of the

1 See Pall Melsted, Endurminningar 1912, p. 70, and his Bréf til Jéns Sig.
1913, pp. 68, 71, 81-82; Jén Sigurdsson, Bréf, 1911, pp. 123-124, 139-140.

2 Gisli (Gislason) Brynjalfsson, born Sept. 3, 1827, died May 29, 1888.
He was docent of Icelandic history and literature in the University of Copen-
hagen from 1874. His Ljédmeli were published in Copenhagen 1891. For
his life, see Sunnanfari V, pp. 73-75, with portrait; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon,
Supplem. I, pp. 262-263; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lextkon III, p. 190;
Historisch-politische Blitter (Miinchen), CII. Bd., pp. 757-762 (by Alex.
Baumgartner).

3 J6n P. Thoroddsen, poet and novelist, born Oct. 5, 1819, died March 8,
1868. His first novel Piltur og stilka was printed in 1850, his Kvedi in 1871,
and his unfinished novel MaBur og kona in 1876, with a biography of the author
by Jén Sigurdsson. See also Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon, Supplem. III, pp. 412—
413; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikom XVII, pp. 282-283; Sunnanfari XI,
PP- 53—54, with portrait; New Englander and Yale Review X, 1887, pp. 469-476
(by W. H. Carpenter).

¢ Reykjavikurpésturinn 11, pp. 177-184; III, pp. 121-131 (by O[ddgeir]
St[ephensen]), cf. P. Pétursson’s protest, 1II, pp. 6-8. Gisli Brynjalfsson’s
reply was printed in vol. II of NorBurfars.
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NorBurfari is filled with an account of the revolutionary move-
ments of those years, by Gisli Brynjilfsson. It is written with
enthusiasm for the cause of liberalism; he dwells at length upon
the revolution in Hungary; the cause of the Magyars was espe-
cially close to his heart at that time and long afterwards.! He
also shows admiration for England and the United States wher-
ever he has occasion to mention them. To make his readers fully
understand the narrative, the author preceded it in the second
volume by a long exposition of the different races and nationalities
in Europe. In this volume is also to be found a list of Icelandic
books published in 1845-48, with some remarks on the literature
of the day. The volumes of the NorBurfari are attractive in
appearance, if one overlooks the numerous misprints in the first,
and they make entertaining and instructive reading. It is to
be regretted that no more appeared.

The revolutionary movement of 1848 is reflected in various
ways in the literature of Iceland, but it is of especial interest to
us in this connection as having given rise to the first real news-
paper there, a paper which for a long time remained the principal
organ of the political opposition. On January 20, 1848, King
Christian the Eighth died and was succeeded by his son, Frederick
the Seventh. In announcing his accession to the ‘throne the
new king gave his subjects a promise of a liberal constitution, a
matter that was further explained in a government letter of
Jan. 28, and according to which Iceland was to take no part in
the convention which was to be called together for adopting a
constitution for Denmark and the Duchies. This was gratifying
to the Icelanders, but their joy was of a short duration, as the
law of elections for the Danish convention, dated July 7, 1848,
provided that there should be five members representing Iceland
and that these were to be selected by the king, if possible from
the members of the Althing. This news caused considerable
stir in Iceland, and exaggerated reports of the popular dissatis-
faction there soon reached the Danish capital.? The Icelanders
finally decided to send a petition to the king, asking him to allow
them at least to elect their representatives in the convention.

- This the government refused by a letter of Sept. 23, 1848, declaring

1 See his various poems on the Magyars from the years 1848-49, Km&s
1891, pp. 121-150, and the last from ca. 1866, p. 150.

3 Cf. N§ félagsrit IX, p. 34.
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that it would delay the convocation of the Constitutional Con-
vention, and, considering the threatening conditions in the Duch-
ies, any postponement was inadvisable; but the letter, on the
other hand, announced the intention of the king that no
binding constitutional regulations should be adopted so far as
Iceland’s own internal affairs were concerned until a convention
in that country had been consulted. This declaration was re-
ceived with satisfaction, and the people awaited further action
in fulfillment of the king’s promises. At that time there was
only one periodical published in Reykjavik, the monthly Reykja-
vikurpdsturinm, a cautious, conservative organ, and then tottering.
Pall Melsted left it at the end of September 1848, and soon con-
ceived the idea of starting a new paper which he was to edit and
three citizens of Reykjavik were to publish.! Before the arrange-
ments regarding the new enterprise were finished, PAll Melsted
was obliged to leave Reykjavik on official duty, and he put the
matter therefore into the hands of Sveinbjérn Hallgrimsson, an
assistant pastor of a neighboring parish.? He completed the
plans for publication, and on November 5, 1848, the first
number of Pj636lfur® appeared in Reykjavik, a four-page paper
in quarto; it was to be published fortnightly. The editor
addressed himself to the public in a long editorial, where he said
that these were times when people ought to be awake and on
guard, and he openly declared in favor of a national government
for Iceland and full freedom of trade. This he followed up with
other articles in support of the liberal movement, attacking
the government and criticizing the general conduct or individual
actions of government officials. ‘The paper immediately aroused
hostility in official circles, as was to be expected, and in the
second year of its existence the authorities tried to prevent its
publication by excluding it from the printing office, the only one

1 These were Egill Jénsson, the bookbinder, Einar Pérdarson, and Helgi
Helgason, printers. Their connection with the paper lasted only one year,
wfhereafter Sveinbjérn Hallgrimsson became the owner as well as the editor
of it.

2 Sveinbj6érn Hallgrimsson, born Sept. 25, 1815, was a nephew of Sveinbjérn
Egilsson; died as pastor of Glesiber, Jan. I, 1863. . For his life, see Nordanfari
11, pp. 8, 16; Pjéd6ifur L, p. 207, portr.; .O8inn 111, pp. 72-73, portr.; Erslew,
Forfatter-Lexicon, Suppl. 1, pp. 648-649; Bricka, Dansk. biograf. Lexikon VI,
Pp. 516-517. .

3 'The paper was named after one of the characters in the Armann & Alpingi,
the conservative Pj6d6lfur; the name does not therefore seem particularly
well chosen for a liberal paper.



70 ISLANDICA

P36D6LP YA,

1848,

1 Ar.

§. November, L

Gyl gef your géban dag!

Wjer getum ekki neitad pvi,- a8-psd hefur
lengi verid svo ad ordi kvedid-um oss fslend” |

inga, ad vjer svafum og pyrRum endilega
ad vakna. Qg vjer getum ekki. heldur bori
& méti pvi, 4 pad hafa hljémad til vor radd-’
ir, sem hafa eins og haft pad mark og mid,
20 vekja oss.af pessum svefni. Skyldi pad
ni ekki vera pess vert, ad skoda, hvad meint
muni- vera med pessum svefni, og undir-eips
tilvinnandi; ad gefa peim rddduni gaum, sem
-hafa tékid sig saran um pad, ad vekja bjod-

ina af honum 2" Degar vjer pé heyrum petta

utan ad css: mikid sofid pjer, Islendingar! er
bi meiningin si, 4d vjer sjevm Gt af daudir §
ylirtrodslum? eda pegar vjer heyrum heépad
tl vor: vaknid pjer, au, {sleudiiggarl eigum

vjer bi'ad skilja. pad hrép | sOmu meiningu, -

og petta. dvarp hji- silmaski)dinu: vaknid
upp, kristnit allir, og sjéid syndum ¢id! Jeg
fyrir mitt leyti held, ad vjer eigom ekki ad
skilja petta & pa leid. Dad er samt engan
veginn meining min, 8d vjer fslendingar purf-
um ‘bess ekki med, ad beyra neinar raddir,

sem hrépi til vor af ollu afli, ad vjerskulm -

vakna' af svefii syndanna, og lita ljés. ords
Krists 1ysa . betur og betur & vegum vordm..
Hvérjum ‘getur dottid i hug,” ad segja oss svo
goda! Engum, sem pekkir oss. Vijer erum §.
pvi tilliti, eins og sdrir breedur vorir i heim-

inum, hvorki beitic nje kaldir, heldur hdlf: -

volgit eda hilfsofandi;. vjer hifam, pegar

bezt lwtur, viljann ti} bins g6ds, en oss vant-

ar styrkleiksnn' til al .framkvema pad. Og
pab vantar ekki, pab hljdma si og = fyrir
eyrum vorum frd prjedikunsrstéinumn peer
raddirnar,- sém bryna fyrir ss, hvab til frid-
at vors heyrir fpessu efnic ‘Med peim svefns
inum, sem hjer radir um; man pa beldur

meint vera deyfd & pjédiyndinu; mék & pjés-
arandanum, svéfn & pjoditfinu. Og peer radd-
ir, sem jeg segi ad hafi eins og tekid sig
fram um pad, ad vekja pjodina af pessom

. svelni, beer hljéma ekki frd prjedikunarstéln-

am; per hafs komid til vor langan veg ad;
beer hafa borizt oss utan af hafi. Og hvad
feina' nis pesshr raddir, begar peer kveba svd
ad ordi vid oss: sofid ni ekki lengur fslend-
ingary heldur vaknid! Jeg held, ad par meini
bjet am bjl petta: latsh pad ekki lengur dyljast
fyrir ‘ydur, ad pjer erud pjod as af fyrir yhsir!
leyfid ekki, ab pjoderni- ybar tenni burt og
tynist innap uth hinat pjodimar! Lstid ydur
ekki . einu gilds, hvort pjer verdid t a. m.
Rissar eda Prussar eda hvad! Heldur sjé-

. i0 pad ajélbir, ad per eigid veglegt pjéderni

ad verja, §d ydur bycjar ad fd dst & pjod-

_ Gelagi ydar, ad pjer megid ekki hugsa til a3

verda meitt anhad, o sannir fslendingar!
Eins g b4 raddirnar fek prjediknnarstolnom
lita djer amnt um, ab vekja os» af svefoi
syndanas, g gleds hjé oss Kristilegin snda,
svo reyna lika raddimar utan af hafiny tjl, ob
vekja oss af dvala hugsunarleysis ‘og hirbu:

leysis um pjédemi vorty ‘og lita sjer annt

um ‘ab.gleda hjé osd pjodlegan: anda. En
hver t0k eru til pess, ad jeg segi raddirpessr

ar Gr haf komnar? Mjer virdist sem peey

gt ekki komid dr. landina sjélfec Eda
skyldi pad ekki fara eptir likam 1ogum med

hverju pj6d, semi sefur, og sfslar ekkert um:

bi6Berni ‘sitt, eins og’ med hvera einstakan'
mann; sem sefur og veit ekki neitt af sislf-
um sjer? S&, stm sefur, getur ekki vakid sig

_ sjélfar, heldur hljéta.ad koma utan a5 honum

annarstadar fré brép eda boippingar, eigi:
banri 8d vakna & tima. _Eins held

. jeg. ad sje mey pjodinia; medan hin sefur, get-

The first page of the Pj636ifur (reduced).
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in the country at the time being public property and under
' government control. But at once the editor, with the support
of some friends, went to Copenhagen and had there printed a
double number of the paper, which he called HIj636lfur (11, nos.
30-31, April 25, 1850), and at the same time appealed his case
to the Danish minister of justice, who rescinded the action of the
Icelandic officials, but without giving the editor any indemnity.*
The paper was then again printed in the Reykjavik press, but
the editor had to payin advance the cost of printing; and during
the latter half of the year 1851 no number of the paper was
printed, the editor having hurried to finish the third volume
before the end of June of that year, doubtless because he feared
that there was not smooth sailing ahead. Sveinbjorn Hall-
grimsson edited the Pj686ifur until November 1852, when the
fourth volume was completed. During his editorship it was a
strong opposition paper. He had on frequent occasions shown
considerable journalistic ability. He had many qualities of
the agitator; his articles were fiery and well adapted to arouse
people, but sometimes they were too longwinded and wordy and
showed a lack of good taste; nor was his wit as a rule successful.
But the paper doubtless served a useful purpose at the time.
Most of the subject matter bore directly or indirectly on the
political questions then uppermost in people’s mind. The paper
published, for instance, tramslations of the French and the
Norwegian constitutional laws and other similar things which
might serve to guide its readers with reference to their own
national affairs. ‘The editor himself seems to have leaned towards
republicanism; he at least favored a suspensive veto for the
king. News items were rather limited in the paper, and articles
on other subjects than political questions were mostly contributed
from outside.
With the beginning of volume five (November, 1852) Jén
Gudmundsson? became owner and editor of the Pjsd6lfur, and
so he remained for more than twenty years. Under his direc-

1 Lovs. f. Isl. XIV, p. 641 (Dec. 12, 1850).

2 J6n Gudmundsson was born Dec. 10, 1807, and graduated from the
Bessastadir School in 1832. For his life and work, see Andvari VII, PpP._I1-17
(by Porvaldur Bjérnsson) with portrait; Pjéd6ifur L, p. 207, portr.; O8inn
III, p. 72, portr.; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem. I, pp. 612—613; Bricka,

Dansk biograf. Lexikon V1, pp. 280—281; fsafold XXXIV, p. 305; Logrétta 11,
p. 229; Reykjavik VIII, p. 275.



72 ISLANDICA

tion the paper acquired stability and firmness so that it gradually
became the leading newspaper in the country. He soon en-
larged it; for several years there were published forty num-
bers annually, and from 1862 these were increased to forty-
eight, besides a few extra numbers. The number of subscribers
which at the time of the change of ownership was about 700 or
a little above, was increased afterwards to some 1200; it re-
mained stationary at that figure for the rest of the period.
J6n Gudmundsson was the sole editor all this time, except
that PAll Melsted was listed for some time as assistant editor
(1865-67), but he never took an active part in the management
of the paper, as the two did not agree.! Halldér Kr. Fridriks-
son twice acted as an editor in the absence of the owner (1868—
69, 1873-74).2 When J6n Gudmundsson entered upon his jour-
nalistic career he had acquired much experience in politics.
He had been a member of the Althing since its re-establishment,
and he also had a seat in the National Convention of 1851. He
was one of the three members chosen by the representatives to
present to the king the address of protest against the conduct
of Count Trampe, the governor-general. He was at that time
prefect of Skaptafellssysla, but without hesitation he accepted
the mission entrusted to him by his fellow members and went
to Copenhagen. This led to his dismissal from office, and he
was never again appointed to any government position, excepting
that of attorney at the Superior Court. He associated himself
with J6n Sigurdsson and his party, and he was one of this
political leader’s staunchest supporters until they disagreed about
the financial settlement between Iceland and Denmark during
the session of the Althing in 1865. Being the editor of the most
widely-read paper in the country, J6n Gudmundsson’s services
to the party were, of course, of the greatest importance. He
was unsparing in his criticism of the authorities whenever there
was good reason for such; on certain occasions his utterances
may have been unnecessarily sharp; at other times they were
well-applied and had a wholesome effect. The government
officials were naturally rather hostile to the paper and showed

X);See Pall Melsted, Bréf til Jéns Sigurdssonar 1913, p. 121; Pjédélfur
» P. 9.
t Pj686ifur XXI, Nos. 9-23; XXVI, Nos. 6-21.
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their displeasure in various ways;! they frequently supported or
started competing papers. The privilege of printing official
announcements was, however, given to it,? but that was pre-
sumably because this was the only paper at the time in which
such things could be published. J6n Gudmundsson was a man
of strong character and unusual energy, had firm convictions and
was persistent in every thing he undertook. But he had a poor
pen; his style was clumsy and lacked clearness; the sentences
were long and foreign in their construction; his opponents
often properly made fun of certain expressions and phrases
in the Pj686ifur? Nevertheless his contributions to the paper
had weight and substance and commanded attention, and there
is no question about the influence which they exercised upon the
people. Another thing which appealed to the public was the
regularity with which the paper appeared, and the great pains
which the editor took to distribute it quickly, a serious problem
at that time when means of communication were so bad in the
country.* The paper published numerous contributions from
outside; some of them were long and had therefore to be published
in installments; it would sometimes be months before the whole
article was printed so the readers had to exercise patience as
well as to train their memories under such conditions. These
contributions were not paid for, although upon taking over the
paper the editor had offered a remuneration for original poems
and stories—one to two rixdalir a page. The news columns
in the paper were as good as could be expected, since domestic
news had, as a rule, to be gathered in a haphazard way, there
being, of course, no organized news service. The foreign news
was well reported, the correspondents abroad being such men
as Jén A. Hjaltalin, Gudbrandur Vigfisson, and Bjorn M.
Olsen. Thus the Pj686lfur became a popular paper with an
established reputation which enabled it to stand the competition
of other and in some respects better papers. That it was always

1 Thus the chief-justice of the Superior Court refused to give the editor a
copy of the decisions of the court for publication in the paper. The cost of
printing had also to be paid in advance, and occasionally attempts were made
to supervise the contents of the numbers (cf. Lovs. f. Isl. XVIII, p. 306,
Jan. 22, 1862).

2 Lovs. f. Isl. XVII, pp. 591~592 (June 27, 1859); cf. also pp. 480—482.

3 See e. g. Vikverji I, pp. 133-134. ’

4 See NorBanfari 111, p. 43.
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in opposition to the government doubtless carried weight with
the people and contributed to its popularity. Jén Gudmundsson
finally sold it in 1874 to Matthias Jochumsson, who continued it
on somewhat different lines.! Jén Gudmundsson is really the
founder of Icelandic journalism and in various ways might serve
as a model for the profession. He died on May 31, 1875.

It wasevident in the summer of 1849 that the days of Reykjavik-
urpbsturinn were numbered, and in view of the aggressive con-
duct of the Pj636lfur, the higher government officials and their
followers found it very desirable to have a paper which could
present their views on the various questions which were then’
under discussion.  Of course, no political parties in the true sense
existed at that time in Iceland, and interests and opinions were
chiefly determined by the social and official position of the in-
dividual. Through the agency of the highest authorities in
Reykjavik the fortnightly Lanztidindi was founded, under the
editorship of Dr. Pétur Pétursson, then director of the Pastoral
Seminary. The first number was published on Sept. 3, 1849,
four pages in quarto, and the paper was continued for nearly
two years, the last number appearing on May 5, 1851. The
forty-nine numbers form two volumes, each with a separate
title-page, but with continuous pagination. In the introductory
article of the first number the editor dwelt upon the necessity of
newspapers and periodicals in general, and showed the desirability
of having more than one paper in the Icelandic capital. The
program of the paper he declared to be that of supporting every
thing which in any way might further the progress and prosperity
of the country; the principal news from home and abroad was
likewise to be published in its pages. He announced that the
paper would gladly open its columns to articles expressing
opinions different from those of the paper, provided they were well
written. Most of the contents of the two volumes have direct
or indirect reference to the questions which were to be discussed
in the National Convention which was soon to be convoked, in
particular the questions of constitution and freedom of trade.

1 For the history of the Pj636ifur, see the memorial number of the paper
published on the fiftieth anniversary, Nov. 5, 1898 (L, Nos. 51-52); also Pall
Melsted, Endurminningar 1912, pp. 70-71, 72; j686ifur X1, No. 51.—
Pj686ifur was published until Jan. 26, 1912 (LXIV, No. 3) and then it was
supposed to be permanently discontinued, but in 1917 it was resurrected at
Stokkseyri, and later transferred to Reykjavik, where it is still running.
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The editor naturally supported the demand for a constitution,
but he was reserved in his utterances and the more so as time
went on, the reason being, as has been claimed, that he, on the one
hand, knew of a change of feeling in Copenhagen governmental
circles unfavorable to the granting of a separate constitution,
and that, on the other hand, he was apprehensive of the agitation
in Iceland and the extravagant demands made by certain people
there.! He also represented a rather conservative standpoint
as to freedom of trade, and seems to have favored certain
restrictions or control in the matter. Before the National Con-
vention met he retired from the editorship and that brought
about the discontinuation of the paper. Dr. Pétur Pétursson
was doubtless the best man available for directing a government
paper, and it had a wide circulation during the first year of its
existence, chiefly, it may be presumed, on account of the editor’s
reputation.? In the second year the subscriptions fell off, be-
cause, as the Pj636lfur put it, it had not lived up to popular
expectations. People had supposed it would publish govern-
mental reports and other statements regarding the administration
of the country and of the various institutions; in this they were
deceived and they soon realized that they were left in the dark
as before. This explanation seems plausible, and it may be
added that the political attitude of the paper always disclosed
half-heartedness and bore a striking similarity to the conduct of
the majority of the representatives selected by the crown in the
National Convention—as might be expected, since they were
chosen from the group which stood behind the Lanzsti8indi. Of
other matters contained in this paper, the long and feeble story
BoBvar og Asta, by Magntis Grimsson, may be mentioned; " it
was printed in volume two.

The Lanztidindi was soon followed by another paper of the same
or a similar policy but of less prominence. This was the Ny t{3indi,
the first number of which appeared on Dec. 24, 1851, and the
last on Dec. 16, 1852; thus twenty-two four-page numbers in
quarto were published. The choice of editor was not so fortunate

1 See P. Thoroddsen, Zfisaga Péturs Péturssonar 1908, pp. 96-127.

2 Jakob Gudmundsson was also closely connected with the paper, cf. Gisli
Thorarensen, Ljdmeli, Reykjavik, 1885, pp. 43, 158.

3 See Pjé86ifur V, pp. 30-31.
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as in the former case. Magniis Grimsson,! the editor of Ny
tidindi, was a young theologian of some literary talent, who
hitherto had taken no interest in public affairs, a man of little
experience who was anything but fit for editing a political paper.
In his address to the public, printed in the first number, he
declared that the aim of the paper was to acquaint the readers
with different opinions on public questions, and to print news and
other instructive matter. He hoped that the government would
permit him? to publish official reports and decisions concerning
the administration of the country, so that the people might
know these and read them undistorted—a sly thrust at the
Pj6d6ifur. He knew, he said, that it often caused dissatisfaction
and misunderstandings between the government and the people,
when the latter were not given an opportunity to inform them-
selves properly about the actions of the former. In a later
article (March, 1852) the editor expressed his satisfaction over
the reception accorded to his paper; in three months four hundred
subscribers had been found in the southern part of the country;
he also said that many had advised him to make his paper as
similar to Klausturpésturinn as possible, but in this he hardly
could expect to succeed, where other more experienced men had
failed. The paper printed only a few political articles, but it
actually published many government letters, ordinances, deci-
sions of the courts, and the like. It defended the authorities
against the attacks of the P;j686ifur, especially in the controversy
about the College? Most of the articles were contributions
from outside and the editor seems to have written comparatively
little. The news reports were not very satisfactory.

A third effort to establish a paper in Reykjavik in opposition
to the Pj636ifur was made in the year 1853. On Jan. 12 of that
year there appeared the first number of the Ingélfur,* under the
editorship of Sveinbjorn Hallgrimsson, the former editor of the

! Magntis Grimsson, born June 3, 1825, died as minister of Mosfell, Jan. 18,
1860. He is best known as Jén Arnason’s collaborator in collecting and
editing Icelandic folk-tales. For his life, see Sunnanfars V, pp. 57-59, portr.;
Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon V1, p. 203; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem.
I, pp. 584-585.

2 It was of course easily obtained since the paper was subsidized by the
government; cf. Pjé86lfur IV, p. 295.

3 For criticism of the N¥ #dindi, see Pjé86lfur V, pp. 9-13, 17-19, 29-30.

¢ It was named after Ingé6lfur Arnarson, the first settler of Reykjavik.
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Pj636lfur. Up to May 30, 1855, when the last number was
issued, twenty-seven numbers were printed, each of four or eight
pages in quarto.! It was no little surprise to J6n Gudmundsson
to see the father of his own paper thus go over to the other camp.
Consequently there were perpetual quarrels and controversies
between the two papers; Sveinbjorn Hallgrimsson was especially
violent in his attacks, and his controversial articles were fre-
quently in bad taste. The Ingélfur represents many of the same
qualities as the Pj6d6lfur during its first four years, with the
difference that the editor now defended what he then had
attacked or criticized. Omne of the most interesting things in
the Ingbifur is a series of articles on Reykjavik. When it
ceased no further attempts were made for some years to start
another paper in Reykjavik.

In 1850-51, prior to session of the National Conven-
tion, Halldér Kr. Fridriksson and Jakob Gudmundsson edited
UndirbGningsblad undir pj63fundinn ad sumri 18s1. It was
published in six quarto numbers of eight pages each, of which
the first and the last numbers were printed in Reykjavik and the
rest in Copenhagen. The paper was founded pursuant to a
decision of the Conference at Thingvellir in 1850. Its contents
consisted almost entirely of propositions and reports from the
various district committees regarding the questions to be dis-
cussed at the Convention; it also published a summary of the
proceedings of the two Conferences at Thingvellir in 1850 and
1851.

The unusually great number of subscribers to the Arrit
Prestaskélans shows clearly the reading public’s great interest
in religious matters about the middle of the nineteenth century.
A prospectus had been sent out and no less than 750 subscriptions
were received in advance. The first and only volume of this
Arrit, written and edited by Dr. Pétur Pétursson and Sigurdur
Melsted, was printed in Reykjavik 1850, an octavo volume of
some 200 pages. Besides a report on the Pastoral Seminary, it
included two sermons, articles on religious movements within
the German Church (by Professor Wiggers), and on the sacra-
ments (by Bishop Martensen), a biography of Bishop Gud-
brandur Porldksson, a circular letter from the bishop of Iceland

1 According to Pjéd6lfur VI, pp. 196-197, there were printed 500 copies
of the Ingdifur. CfJ also Pjé86ifur V, pp. 30-32.
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to the deans, and a resumé of some recent theological books—
contents which, all in all, one would hardly have expected the
general public to take much interest in. The volume became
immediately the object of bitter attacks, both on account of its
style and because of certain opinions expressed in its pages.!
It was probably due to these that no more was published.

The Northlanders, to their great sorrow, had in 1799 been
deprived of the Hélar printing office, but under the conditions
then prevalent in the country they could do nothing but acquiesce
in the dispositions of the government. With the political and
intellectual awakening about the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury the need of a printing press in that part of the country was
again felt and with it a desire for a periodical. This movement
was headed by Bjorn J6énsson, formerly a farmer, but at that
time a business manager in Akureyri.2 He collaborated with
several others and subscriptions were collected for buying a press.
Royal permission was granted April 14, 1852,% and in the same
year the whole printing outfit arrived at Akureyri. Being
bought through popular subscriptions the press was looked upon
as public property of the Northern and Eastern Provinces and
was under the direction of a board of managers.* With the
beginning of the following year (1853) a fortnightly paper, called
Nordri, was started; it was issued for some time in twenty-four
double numbers of eight pages in quarto, and was thus really
a monthly. The editors were Bjérn J6nsson and Jén Jénsson of
Munkabpvers, a member of the Althing.® The latter retired
from the paper at the end of the first year, although his name
still appeared as editor on the first five numbers of the second
year. ‘The principal aim of the periodical was to publish domes-
tic and foreign news, especially every thing relating to the Northern
and Eastern Provinces; in addition to that it was to contain

1 See Pj6d6ifur 11, pp. 140-143 (signed: Jeg); reply, pp. 159-160, 163-165
(signed: ’“136 + 7); rejoinder by Jeg, pp. 166-168, 170-172, 181-184.—
Lanstidindi 11, pp. 109—110, byP Pétursson. Seealso P. Thoroddsen, Zfisaga

P. Péturssonar 1908, pp. 7

2 Bjorn Jénsson, born May 12, 1802, died June 20, 1886; was a member of
the National Convention of 1851. For his life see O8inn 111, pp. 73, 102,
portr.; Isafold XIII, p. 118; J6h. KristjAnsson, Alpingismannatal 1906, p. 13;
Erslew, Forfatter -Lexmm, Supplem I, p. 969.

3 Lovs. f. Isl. XV, pp. 226—227.

¢ For the hlstory of the press, see J6n Jénsson (BorgfirSingur), Sogudgrip
um prmtsmibjur og prentara 4 I. Islandi 1867, pp. 54—65.

8 J6n Jénsson, born March 13, 1804, died Jan. 22, 1859; see J6h. Krist-
jansson, Alpingismannatal 1906, pp. 34-35.
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articles on all sorts of subjects, and these generally filled a far
greater portion of its pages than the news items. The matters
chiefly dealt with were of an economic and commercial char-
acter. During Bjérn Jénsson’s editorship very few editorial
contributions were published, and the standpoint of the paper
on the questions of the day was not clearly defined. After three
years, Sveinn Skiilason,! who had for some time been a student in
the University of Copenhagen, bought the paper and became
the editor of it in June, 1856.2 Under him it improved greatly,
its editorial policy became more pronounced and in line with
that of the liberal party. Although the Nor3rz in most respects
was of the same political color as its southern contemporary, the
P;636lfur, frequent squabbles took place between them. The
editor wrote a great deal for the paper, and some of his articles
are of interest, such as the account of his travels through the
Northern and Eastern Provinces. There are many reviews of
books to be found in its columns, and feuilletons were introduced,
mostly consisting of translated stories and historical narratives,
among them, for instance, selections from Washington Irving’s
Mahomet. Much space was occupied by discussions on the
affairs of the Akureyri press. Some heated articles were pub-
lished there on the homeopathic method in medicine, which found
adherents among some noted men in that part of the country,
and which was attacked by Dr. Hjaltalin. Among the frequent
contributors to the paper were Rev. Einar Thorlacius, author of
articles and poems, and Rev. Sigurdur Gunnarsson of Hallorms-
stadur. With the fifth year (1857) the paper was enlarged so as
to include thirty-six annual numbers, but it seems never to
have had a wide circulation, and the editor had a hard struggle
to keep it going. The last number (vol. IX, Nos. 35-36) is
dated Dec. 31, 1861, the paper thus having had a run of nine years.

At the suggestion of Gisli Brynjilfsson, the Copenhagen
section of the Icelandic Literary Society in 1851 decided to
publish a magazine which was to contain historical writings,
documents and deeds, poems of earlier and recent times with
commentaries, and treatises, old and new, concerning ancient

! Sveinn Skdlason, born April 12, 1824, died as minister of Kirkjuber in
Hréarstunga May 21, 1888. See O8inn 111, p. 73, portr.; Jéh. Kristjansson,

Alpingismannatal 1906, p. 62; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem. III, pp.
194-195, 772; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexikon XVI, p. 94.

? Bjorn Jénsson edited in Sv. Skfilason’s absence Nos. 3-13 of vol. IV.
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and modern Icelandic literature and history.! A committee of
three was elected by the society to pass on the writings which
were sent in for publication. In 1853 the first part of the maga-
zine, with the title of Safn til ségu Islands og fslenzkra b6kmenta
ad fornu og nyju, was published, the second part in 1855, and the
third in 1856, completing the first volume. The first and second
parts of volume two appeared in 1860 and 1861 respectively,
but the third was not printed until 1876, and the volume was at
last completed in 1886. Two other volumes have since that
time been published, and the fifth is in progress. This magazine
is the most important Icelandic serial publication of historical
and literary content, and has always maintained a high standard.
In the volumes that appeared within the period with which
we are dealing have been published lists of Icelandic bishops -
with documents bearing on their history, by Jén Sigur3sson;
Jén Egilsson’s Bishops’ Annals, and Jén Gizursson’s treatise on
the period of the Reformation in Iceland, both edited by Jén
Sigur8sson; Dr. J6n Porkelsson’s important essay on the Fagr-
skinna and Olafs saga helga, refuting the claims of the Norwegian
historical school; and Dr. Gudbrandur Vigfisson’s momentous
treatise on the chronology of the Icelandic sagas. The second
volume included a list and brief biographical sketches of Icelandic
lawspeakers and lawmen from the earliest times down to the end
of the eighteenth century, by Jén SigurBsson, and several essays
by different hands on topography and place-names in the Ice-
landic sagas. The magazine is well-printed and provided with
good indices.

In the fight for home rule and popular part1c1pat10n in the
government of the country the lack of full and reliable informa-
tion about the administration and the laws was keenly felt.
The editors of the Ny félagsrit had complained of this, as we
have seen; and J6n Sigur3sson realized perhaps better than any
one else how important such knowledge was in order to awaken
the people to full appreciation of their condition and to spur them
on to more active interest in the political questions. A proposal
of the Icelandic Department in Copenhagen to publish annually
a work (Departements-Tidende) containing the laws and the
principal letters of the government,? was in 1849 rejected

1 See Hid islenska Békmentafélag 1816-19106, pp. 57-59.
® Lovs. f. Isl. XIV, pp. 303—-304 (June 16, 1849).
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by the Minister of Finance as involving too much expense.
Two years before, however, the government had granted a
stipend to J6n Sigur3sson and Oddgeir Stephensen, to enable them
to collect and edit the laws of Iceland,! which as Lovsamling
Jor Island was issued in twenty-four volumes from 1853 to 1889.
But this was a critical work, published in Danish and very
expensive, so that it did not reach the gemeral public in Ice-
land. Hence other publications were required for that purpose,
and therefore the Copenhagen branch of the Icelandic Literary
Society, of which Jén Sigur3sson was president, took the matter
up. It was first suggested that these reports be included in the
Skirnir, but it was soon found that the subject was too extensive to
find place within its covers. Hence the society decided in 1854
to publish annually statistical reports under the title of Skyrslur
um landshagi 4 Islandi, and law reports with the title of T13indi
um stjornarmélefni Islands. The first part of these two works
was published in 1855, and thereafter every year saw a new part,
until 1875. The parts were collected into volumes, the Skjrslur
consisting of five volumes, the T43:nds of three. The government
later gave the society some support to publish these series. The
T48indi covered the period from 1854 to 1874, and the editing
was in charge of various jurists.? The Skjrslur contained statis-
tical reports on the population, the economic conditions of the
country in their various forms, the trade, the public finance, the
properties of the churches and of the communities, and so on.
Most of these were compiled by Sigurdur Hansen; a few were
by Armlj6étur Olafsson and others. Noteworthy is a list of
Icelandic proper names, by Hansen, in the first volume; also an
article on the size of Iceland, by Halld6r Gudmundsson, in the
same volume. Both these series were discontinued after the
granting of the constitution, as the publishing of these matters
fell within the province of the government.?

During the sixth decade of the nineteenth century several
attempts were made to publish periodicals of special interest
to farmers. The first of these, entitled Béndi, edited by

L Lovs. f. Isl. XIII, pp. 762-763 (Oct. 27, 1847).

* The editors of vol. i. were: Sveinn Skfilason, Sig. Hansen, and Sig. L.
J6nasson; of vol. ii., Bergur Thorberg and Magntis Stephensen; of vol. iii.,
Jialius Havsteen.

3 Cf. Lovs. f. Isl. XXI, pp. 850-852 (July 17, 1874).
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Jakob Gudmundsson,! was printed in Reykjavik in six octavo
numbers from January to May 1851. Besides treating various
phases of husbandry and farming, it also included a poem and a
rural tale, P6rdur og Oléf, by Magntis Grimsson. An annual
of a similar type saw the light at Akureyri in 1857, called
Hfinvetningur, published by a small local society in Hiin-
avatnssysla (Bunadar- og Lestrarfélagid i Svinavains- og Bél-
staBarhlidarhreppum). Another periodical of longer duration was
the Hirdir, edited by Halldér Kr. Fridriksson and Dr. Jén
Hjaltalin, and published in Reykjavik from Sept. 7, 1857, to
Feb. 28, 1861, forming in all three volumes. It dealt exclusively
with the scab on sheep which at that time threatened to ruin the
farmers. There were divergences of opinion as to means of
fighting the disease, the majority advocating ruthless killing of .
all infected animals, and a small minority advising medical
treatment of them. This latter opinion was represented by the
editors of the H7r3ir, but strange as it may seem now, it was a
most unpopular cause, until in the end the people realized that
this was the only sensible measure. The last of the publications
of this character, during the period dealt with here, was the
annual Holdur, edited by Sveinn Skiilason and printed at
Akureyri in 1861, but only one volume of it ever appeared.
Only two of the periodicals which have been mentioned above
included occasionally illustrations (portraits or plates). The
first Icelandic periodical which can be styled an illustrated
publication, although its illustrations were few in number, is
Ny sumargjof,? an annual which was published in Copenhagen
by Pall Sveinsson® during the years 1859—62 and 1865. It
appeared in neat octavo volumes of some 130 pages, under the
editorship of Steingrimur Thorsteinsson,* from whose pen came
most of the contents. Benedikt Grondal contributed a few
1 Jakob Gudmundsson born 10, 1817, died as minister of Kvennabrekka

May 7, 1890. See Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon Supplem. I, pp. 611-612; J6h.
Kristjansson, Alpingismannatal 1906, p. 30.

2The title has the epithet N§ because there was a Sumargiif, by Gud-
mundur Jénsson, published at LeirArgarBar, 1795 (cf. Catal. of the Icel. Coil.,
1914, P. 299).

3 About Pall Sveinsson (1818-74), see Sunnanfari X1, p. 20, portr.; Erslew,
Forfatter-Lexicon, Supplem. III, pp. 313-314.

4 Steingrimur Thorsteinsson was born May 19, 1831, and died Aug. 21,
1913. For his life, see especially J. C. Poestion, Stemgnmur Thorsteinsson,
ein islindsscher Dichter und Kulturbringer. Miinchen u. Leipzig, 1912, 8°,

Pp. 152, portr.; Islandica VI, pp. 57-58.
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articles. The volumes are principally filled with translations,
such as stories by Washington Irving, Charles Dickens, Prosper
Mérimée, Alex. Dumas, H. C. Andersen, and others; also a few
poems, such as the Kréma from the Ossian. Of historical articles
may be noted one on the progress of the world since the discovery
of Iceland, and another on science, poetry, and art in the
Middle Ages. The periodical thus presented light, entertaining
reading matter and enjoyed considerable popularity,! although
the support it received from readers was not sufficient to keep
it going longer.?

Rev. Sigurdur Gunnarsson, minister of Hallormsstadur,® sent
out in 1860 the first volume of his Idunn, ségurit um ymsa menn
og ndburdi, lysing landa og pj6da og ndttvirunnar, which was
printed in the Akureyri press and was to be issued annually in
not less than twenty sheets (320 pp.). For some reason or other
no more than this one volume ever saw the light. It was an
unusually well written, interesting and instructive publication,
entirely from the pen of the editor himself; according to his
statement in the preface, he had gathered the material in his
leisure hours from different foreign books in his own library.
More than two hundred of its three hundred odd pages are
occupied by an article on Egypt, its geography, history, and
present condition, written in a lucid, pleasant style. The rest
is filled with shorter articles, on the papacy, which caused con-
siderable controversy,® on the crusades, on the massacres of
St. Bartholomew in 1572, and others. The I3unn reminds one

1 For reviews of it, see Nordri VII, 1859, pp. 118-119; VIII, 1860, pp. 86-87;
IX, 1861, p. 93.

* In 1863 Gisli Brynjilfsson and Eirikur Jénsson planned the publication
of a monthly paper which was to appear in Copenhagen and to deal with
current events, politics, literature, etc. Their circular probably was not well
received in Iceland, and the monthly never was published. See Islendingur
111, 1862, p. 58; NorBanfari 1, 1862, p. 70; II, 1863, p. 71.

. ¥ Sigurdur Gunnarsson born Oct. 10, 1812, died Nov. 22, 1878. For his
life, see Andvars XIII, pp. 1-18 (by Jon J6nsson); Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lextkon VI, pp. 306-307.

*Sveinn Skilason reviewed the I8unn favorably in Nordrs VIII, 1860,
p. 52, but in the same number there was printed an article against the
Catholics. This together with the I8unn article was answered by Rev. J. B.
Baudoin in a supplementary number to Pjéﬁégfar (April 17, 1861) XIII, pp.
81-83, to which Sig. Gunnarsson answered in Islendingur 11, 1861, pp. 97-99.
See also an article directed against the latter, by Dr. H. Bicknell in Islendingur,
stggplement to vol. III, 1862, and Einar Thorlacius’ answer in Nordanfars 11,
1863, pp. 9-10.
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of some of Magniis Stephensen’s publications which have been
treated above, and it is not unlikely that the editor had them in
mind when he planned his annual; it is, however, conspicuously
different from them in regard to language. Sigurdur Gunnarsson
had an easy pen and wrote a pure, clear style.

The attempts to publish a paper in the capital besides the
P;686lfur had, as we have seen, met with little success, but after a
while a new effort was made. In 1860 seven men of high standing
in Reykjavik entered into partnership to publish a fortnightly
paper. These were: Benedikt Sveinsson, associate judge of the
Superior Court;! Einar Pér3arson, the printer;? Halldér Kr.
Fridriksson, teacher in the College; J6n Hjaltalin, surgeon-
general; J6n Pétursson, associate judge of the Superior Court;
P4ll Palsson Melsted, then acting prefect of Gullbringu- and
Kjb6sarsysla; and Pétur Gudjénsson, teacher of music in the
College.? On March 26, 1860, the first number of the paper,
which was called Islendingur appeared.* And for three succes-
sive years, until April 25, 1863, there were published twenty-
four numbers annually, of eight pages each in small folio.
Benedikt Sveinsson was the editor-in-chief (4byrgdarmadur), but
most of the work on the paper was done by PAall Melsted and
Halldér Kr. Fridriksson; the former contributed many well-
written articles, chiefly on historical subjects, to its columns.®
The Islendingur may without exaggeration be called one of the
best papers ever published in the Icelandic language, and it set
a new standard in Icelandic journalism. It maintained a good
style with well selected contents. A great variety of subjects were,
of course, treated; many popular articles on historical, medical,
juridical, and scientific topics, from the pen of the editors or other

1 Benedikt Sveinsson, born Jan. 20, 1827, died Aug. 2, 1899. After Jén
Sigur3sson’s death he was the leader of the liberal party. See his biog-
raphy in Andvari XXV, pp. 1-35 (by Hannes Porsteinsson) with portrait;
cf. also Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexskon XVI, pp. 619-620.

? Einar Pé6rBarson, born Dec. 23, 1818, died July 11, 1888. He was con-
nected with the Videy and Reykjavik press until he became the director of
th;l:tter in 1852, and in 1876 its owner. See Prentarinn 111, 1912, pp. 29-30,
portr.

3 Pétur Gudjbnsson, born Nov. 29, 1812, died Aug. 25, 1877. He was
probably not very active on the paper; he was the leading musician of the
country and published several works on music. About his life, see especially
Hijémisstin 1, pp. 1-12, portr.; Almanak hins isl. Pjédvinafélags, 1913, pp.
141-144, portr. .

4 About the founding of Islendingur, see Pjé86ifur XI1I, p. 57.

§ P4ll Melsted, Endurminningar 1912, pp. 88-89.
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noted men, may be found in its pages. Domestic and foreign
news was more fully reported than had been the case in any paper
before. The feuilletons were entertaining and instructive, either
consisting of translations from foreign languages, like some of
Charles Dickens’ stories, or historical narratives concerning for-
eigners (Ignatius Loyola, Garibaldi, David Livingstone, etc.) and
Icelanders (Axlar-Bjérn, Fjalla-Eyvindur, etc.). Dr. Hjaltalin’s
long and valuable treatise on human food from native sources ap-
peared in the second volume and was afterwards separately
printed.! In politics the paper was liberal and supported the home
rule party,? but it was not of the aggressive type like the Pj686lfur;
nor was there any love lost between the two papers.? In spite of
many excellent qualities possessed by the Islendingur, and not-
withstanding the favor bestowed upon it by the government,*
it could not maintain itself, and after three years it was aban-
doned by its original editors, with a debt of goo rixdalir to the
printing office,® all of which shows that the journalistic profession
. was a precarious one in Iceland at that time. There were,
perhaps, too many editors, and they did not always agree or
work well together.® A fourth volume was, however, published,
twelve eight-page numbers in quarto, from June 25, 1864, to
June 22, 1865, under the editorship of Benedikt Sveinsson, J6n
Pétursson, and J6én P. Théroddsen; but this was different from
the preceding volumes; it did not possess their merits, although
it was by no means badly edited.” In it many of Théroddsen’s
poems were first printed.

When the Nordr: was discontinued (1861), Bjorn Jénsson
resumed the control of the Akureyri press and immediately
(January, 1862) started a new paper, the NorBanfari, which at
first was a fortnightly, but of which later thirty-six numbers
were published yearly, and towards the end of the period here
treated it became a weekly, and thereafter the numbers were

! Ritgjor® um manneldi. Reykjavik, 1868, 8°, pp. viii + 79.

? J6n SigurBsson approved of the paper (Bréf, 1911, p. 291), but later had
some misgivings about its policy (¢bid. pp. 305, 377).

* A contributor to Pjé86ifur (XIII, p. 107) calls the Islmdmgur “Sj6
hé6f8ingja sonurinn.’

4 It was granted an exemption from postage in the overland mail (Lovs. f.
Isl. XVIII, p. 74; July 6, 1860).

8 Cf. Lovs. f. Isl. XIX, pp. 584-585; XX, pp. 9-10.
¢ See for instance Pjé86lfur XV, 1863, pp. 95-96.
7 About vol. 1IV., cf. Pjéd6lfur XVII, pp. 167-168.
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increased to sixty or even more. It was in small folio and was
modelled upon the [slendingur. It remains in many respects a
unique paper among Icelandic periodicals. The editor wrote
hardly anything in it and consequently the paper had no definite
policy of its own, but its columns were open to every one from
any part of the country. Although the editor, in view of the
great number of articles sent to him, must have had to make
a selection, he does not seem to have always excluded inferior
contributions, and in the paper we find good and bad side
by side. This gives the volumes a very motley appearance.
There were scholarly essays and reviews intermingled with boor-
ish articles and letters. But this in a way adds to the interest
of the paper, which now shows us various sides of Icelandic life
at that time, and from its pages we can, perhaps, see better the
popular sentiment than from any other contemporary publica-
tion. The inferior articles possibly predominated, and for that
reason the NorBanfari was scornfully nicknamed ruslaskrina
(lumber-box).! The language without doubt was often very
plain and unpolished in many of the contributions.? One feature
of the paper was the numerous, and often long, obituary notices
and poems, but these were frequently issued in extra numbers.
About political questions there was comparatively little pub-
lished; the few articles during the earlier years on those topics
were chiefly from the pen of Arnljétur Olafsson. But there was
no dearth of controversial articles of all kinds—philological,
literary, religious, and what not; all sides were usually heard
in the NorBanfari, and in that way it really often rendered good

! Cf. the stanzas printed in Pj636ifur XVIII, 1865, p. 12:

Pegar eg les petta blad, rekur mig { rogastanz

sem bykist koma nor3ana8, 4 ruslakistu Nordurlands.
rekur mig i rogastanz

4 ruslakistu Nordurlands. Trharsnaudum veitir vérn,
. i villu lei8ir Drottins bérmn;
Ollu saman agir hér rekur mig { rogastanz

illu og g68u synist mér; 4 ruslakistu Nor3urlands.

t In one of its own pages (Noraanfan 111, 1864, p. 43) the language in the
paper is thus characterized by P. M. [ = Pall Melsted?]: ‘“Mér pykir Nord-
anfari stundum geta helzt til litxa ad hinu siBara [4. e. verBa of hversdagslegur
og ttlendur i mali]; hann rekur sig 4 hina hversdagslegu boBa; ordferi &
sumu (eg segi sumu, pvi margt er { honum eptir minu viti { gbbu lagi einnig
hvad or8feri snertir), sem hann hefir me8fer8is, pykir mér likast pvi, sem vid
verum ad hjala snéggkleddir og berfeaettir hver vid annan Gt { myrum, hafandi
ekki pj6dina fyrir augum, heldur sképloggin okkar par sem bau liggja &
einhverri mosaptfunni.”
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service. On the whole it was an interesting journalistic enter-
prise, and even to-day one turns its leaves with curiosity not
unmixed with some pleasure. After 1874 it changed its char-
acter, losing many of its former features; this was largely due to
the increasing number of periodicals which drew attention from
the NorBanfari, after that, at least, its popularity was on the
wane until it finally ceased to appear. The last number is dated
Aug. 29, 1885, completing the twenty-fourth volume. In the
following year Bjérn J6énsson died. Shortly before, he had col-
lected in a booklet some of the translated stories which had
appeared in the paper from time to time.!

Ten years after the first Icelandic Tract Society had discon-
tinued its publications, a new society, H10 islenzka kristilega
smdritafélag, was organized in Reykjavik Oct. 25, 1864,* with the
same purpose, at the suggestion of Rev. Oddur V. Gislason.?
Dr. Pétur Pétursson was elected its president, and he was
seemingly the principal contributor to the Kristileg smérit zanda
Islendingum, which the society published during the five following
years, and to which clergymen from all over the country were
invited to send articles or other writings.* These tracts form
three tiny octavo volumes, the first two (1865-66, 1866-68)
consisting of eight numbers of sixteen pages each, the third
(1869) of five numbers only. They contain chiefly religious or
moralizing tales, a few hymns and poems, and some meditations,
mostly translated. The society presumably received support
from the British Tract Society to defray the expense of publi-
cation.

A new effort at maintaining a competitor to the P;j6d6lfur
was made in 1868, when the Baldur was started in Reykjavik.
This time, however, it was not a more conservative organ which
was aimed at, since the Baldur from the beginning displayed
radical tendencies in almost every direction. It was published
by an anonymous society, and the editor of volume one was
Fridrik Gudmundsson,® of most of volume two (Nos. 4-21)

t Safn af nokkrum sommum og merkilegum sogum, sem preniadar eru £
NorBanfara. 1. hepti. Akureyri, 1885, 8°, pp. 62. No more published.

t See Pjé86ifur XVII, p. 45.

3 About O. V. Gislason (1836-1911), see Nt kirkjublad VI, pp. 57-59.
¢ See Pjédbifur XIX, p. 15.

§ He died Dec. 6, 1899, 62 years old.



88 ISLANDICA

Jorgen Peter Havsten Gudjohnsen,! while Nos. 1-3 of volume
two and all of volume three were edited by J6n Olafsson.? This
last, who was to become one of Iceland’s leading journalists, and
who at that time was a student in the College, was the real
editor of the Baldur throughout its course. He was an intelligent
but impetuous youth with an easy pen, ambitious to figure in
public life, but, as might be expected of his age, without a clear
conception of the political problems.? The paper was largely
devoted to political matters, and from the start was very'aggres-
sive, hence clashes with the Pj636lfur were inevitable, the more
so as the latter had not given the new paper a friendly reception
and maintained throughout a hostile attitude towards it.# There
were a few interesting articles published in the Baldur, and it
counted among its contributors Jén Porkelsson, Gisli Bryn-
jtlfsson, and J6n Borgfirdingur. It did not enjoy a long exist-
ence; in the first year (1868) eighteen numbers were printed,
in the second (1869) twenty-one, and in the third (1870) only
four, the last of which contained the famous [slendingabragur,
a political poem by Jén Olafsson, for which he was prosecuted.®
He was, however, acquitted by the Superior Court, but the
prosecution led to the discontinuance of the Baldur and to a
voluntary exile for some time on part of its youthful editor.

A periodical devoted to history, genealogy, and jurisprudence,
was founded in 1869 by Jén Pétursson,® associate judge of the
Superior Court; it was originally planned as a quarterly, but was
actually published in four annual volumes, in small octavo,
under the title of Timarit edited by Jén Pétursson (1869-71,
1873). They included two legal treatises (by the editor and
Bjarni E. Magndsson); one of a historico-legal character by

1 Born June 2, 1843, died April 9, 1901.

2 Jén Olafsson, born March 20, 1850, died July 11, 1916. For his life and
works, see especially his autobiography (unfinished) in I8unn I-II, 1915-16;
Islandica VI, pp. 41-42; OBinn IV, pp. 41-42, portr.; Sunnanfari IV, pp.
17-18, portr.; Bricka, Dansk biograf. Lexstkon XI1I, pp. 388-389; Idunn 1I,
1916, pp. 82-100 (by Agfist H. Bjarnason). Of particular interest is Jén
Jbnsson’s article in the I8unn III, 1917, pp. T00-122.

3 Cf. J6n SigurBsson, Bréf 1911, pp. 444, 488, 520, 522.

4 Pjédéifur XX, pp. 34-35, 41-42, 58-59; XXI, pp. 53-54, 61, etc.

5 About the case, see Pjédélfur XXII, pp. 77, 85, 105, 112, 117, 125, 178, 182.

8 J6n Pétursson, born Jan. 16, 1812, died Jan. 16, 1896; he was chief
justice 1877-89. For his life, see Andvars XXVI, pp. i-xiii (by H. Kr.
Fridri ), portr.; Sunnanfarsi I, pp. 61-62, portr.; Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lexikon, X111, p. 130; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexicon, Supplem. II, pp. 666-667.
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Brynj6lfur Jénsson; but most of the space was devoted to
genealogy (genealogy of the members of the Althing in 1867,
by the editor, and portions of Bogi Benediktsson’s Syslumann-
aefir), and to an edition of old diplomas and deeds (Bishop
Audunn’s Mdldagabok, etc.). ‘The magazine was carefully edited,
but its sale was very limited and therefore it ceased to appear.

The Gangleri was published in quarterly octavo numbers at
Akureyri in 1870, by a few Eyfjordings and edited by Fridbjérn
Steinsson.! The following year it was issued in twenty-four
numbers in quarto. It was started as a periodical for enter-
taining and instructive matters, but not really as a newspaper,
although the second volume has the character of one. The
articles dealt some with historical and political subjects, others
with natural history and related themes; included also were a
few translated stories, poems, and two original Icelandic tales.?
In the second year considerable space was devoted to news, but
in that field it had a competitor on the spot in the Nordan-
fari. The Gangleri apparently had a wide circulation for the first
year (700 subscribers), but this soon fell off.> The paper lacked
distinctive features.

A unique place within the periodical literature of Iceland is
occupied by the Gefn, which was written, published, and edited
by Benedikt Groéndal,* and printed in Copenhagen 1870-74, in
five octavo volumes of which two (1871-72) were published in
two parts, each with a separate pagination. The Gefn is a
monument to the editor’s versatility and wide knowledge, but
it also bears witness to his peculiarities and eccentricities. The
volumes cover a variety of subjects in poetry and prose. The
poetical part is the smaller of the two, and includes poems like
the philosophical Hugfré, the mythological Brisingamen, a trans-
lation of Theodor Kérner’s Kynast, and various smaller pieces.

r‘u_Born April 5, 1838, died April 10, 1918. Cf. Templar XX, pp. 17-18,

PO .

2 The first of these is signed: T., the second: T. H.

3 Cf. NorBanfari XI, p. 69.

¢ Benedikt Sveinbjarnarson Gréndal was born Oct. 6, 1826, and died
Aug. 2, 1907. For his life and works, see especially Benedikt Grondal dttradur.
Reykjavik, 1906, 8°, pp. 128, with portraits; Andvari XXXIV, pp. v-xvi
(by Porsteinn Gislason), portr.; Sunnanfari IV, pp. 33-35 (by Porstein
Erlingsson), portr.; OB8inn II, pp. 49-55, portr.; Bricka, Dansk biograf.
Lexikon, VI, pp. 267-268; Erslew, Forfatter-Lexskon, Supplem. I, pp. 605-606.
He published himself a list of his earlier writings, in KaréMoyos Prose and
Poems Rit og liédmeli. Reykjavik, 1885, 8°, pp. 22.
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In the first volume is to be found a fairly full, well-written
account of the Franco-Prussian war which has a continuation in
the second. In this also the editor entered upon the slippery
ground of Icelandic-Danish political relations in an article
entitled Frelsi-Menntan-Framfér, which gave rise to controversy
and criticism, the author being attacked by both Danish
and Icelandic writers.! Groéndal was no successful politician;
his temperament made him unable to control his pen, and of
diplomatic qualities he had few or none. Though there was
some appropriate criticism in the article, it was ill advised
to publish this at the time. The second volume furthermore con-
tained an article on Arctic explorations, and another on archol-
ogy.? The third volume included articles on contemporary scien-
tific discoveries, on the colonization of Tasmania, on ethnology
and history, and further remarks on Icelandic conditions. In
this also was published the first part of a treatise on the Semundar
Edda, which was completed in the following year; there the
author defended the tradition ascribing the collection to Seemund
the Learned. The fourth volume, in addition, included a
critical essay on contemporary Icelandic literature, and a
philosophical dissertation on knowledge in which was inserted
asonnet on Dante. The fifth and last volume the author devoted
to a brief natural history of Iceland.® In all these writings
Gréndal frequently advanced heterodox opinions, but all of them
bear the individualistic stamp of their author, who always
managed to interest and entertain his readers, whatever subject
he chose for discussion. The Gefn sold well and has long been
out of print. .

In 1869 the Reykjavik section of the Icelandic Literary
Society decided to publish an annual record of Icelandic events
similar to that of foreign events found in the Skirnir, and it was
agreed upon that this should be printed as a supplement to that
annual. The first record, covering the years 1869~70, written by
Eirikur Briem,* accordingly appeared in the Skirnir for 1870.
It was, however, soon found more appropriate that it should

! The article was also published in Danish as a separate pamphlet with the
title: Bemerkninger om sslandske Forhold. Kjobenhavn, 1870, 8° pp. 56.
Cf. Pj6d6ifur XXIII, pp. 92-93.

2 For criticism of this, see NorBanfari XI, pp. 9-10.

* For reviews of this, see Pjéd6lfur XXVI, p. 140; Vikverji 11, pp. 131-132.

4 See Islandica VI, p. 11.
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be printed in Reykjavik as a separate annual publication, and
so it appeared in 1873, under the title of Fréttir fr4 Islandi.!
This was the record for 1871, written by Valdimar Briem,? by
whom the subsequent volumes were written down to 1878. In
1892 the Fréitir was again united with the Skfrnir and remained
so until the latter was made a quarterly magazine;® since that
change took place, every year a brief survey of Icelandic events
is printed in the Skirnir. When the Fréttir was established
there was more need for such a publication than afterwards,
when the newspapers had reached a higher stage of development;
the volumes constitute a useful work of reference.

A fortnightly paper called Timinn was started at Akureyri
in 1871 by some Northlanders and edited by J6nas Sveinsson.
Only two numbers, however, appeared there (March 6, and
April 22, 1871), and after an interval of nearly a year the paper
reappeared in Reykjavik (Feb. 2, 1872) under the same edi-
tor. With No. 11 a new editor assumed responsibility for the
publication; this was PAll Eyjiilfsson,* and he remained the
nominal editor until the paper ceased to appear; the publishers
were said to be some Reykvikings. In all three volumes in small
quarto were published, the last number bearing the date of Dec.
21, 1874. It was an insignificant paper, apparently without
any definite policy, although it was charged that behind it were
some members of the conservative party or higher government
officials.® Still it got into troubles with the authorities, and was

_ even threatened with exclusion from the printing office.®

A most useful periodical, and one which was greatly needed
under the conditions then existing in Iceland, was the Heil-
brigdistindi, which Dr. J6n Hjaltalin,? surgeon-general of Iceland,
founded in 1871. It appeared in monthly numbers of sixteen

1 Reviewed in Vikverjé 11, p. 132.

t See Islandica VI, p. 12.

3 See HiB islenzka Békmentafélag 1816-1916, p. 63. Cf. Catal. of the Icel.
Coil., Iglé, p. 166. ]

¢ Pall Eyjtlfsson, born Feb. 23, 1822, died March 30, 1894; was a gold-
smith by occupation. Cf. Pjé86ifur XLVI, 1894, p. 66.

§ J6n Sigurdsson, Bréf, 1911, p. 558; cf. NorBanfari X1, pp. 93, 125-126;

X1V, pp. 9, 31-32.

¢ See Témsnn 111, pp. 6-7; Pjé86lfur XXVI, p. 47.

7 J6n Jénsson Hjaltalin, born April 21, 1807, died June 8, 1882. He was
surgeon-general from 1855 until his death. For his life and works, see Andvar:
XI, pp. 1-19 (by H. Kr. Fridriksson), portr.; XII, pp. 184-185; Erslew,
Forfatter-Lexiwcon I, pp. 654-655; Supplem. I, pp. 793-794; Bricka, Dansk
biograf. Lexikon VII, pp. 458—460.
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. pages and was entirely devoted to hygienic and medical topics,
popularly treated and with special reference to Icelandic condi-
tions. It was written by Dr. Hjaltalin himself and published
at his own expense. He kept it going for three years (1871-73),
and in 1879 published a new volume, because, as he said in the
introduction to this, he had found on his travels in the country
that the earlier ones were owned and appreciated in numerous
homes, and that many had expressed a desire that the publica-
tion be continued. This last volume covered a wider field than
the others, but the support it received from subscribers was small,
and disappointed, the editor had to discontinue it. The Heil-
brigdistidindz, in spite of its short life, spread much knowledge
in the subjects it dealt with and brought about improvements
in sanitary conditions among the people.

After his return from abroad, J6n Olafsson soon reverted to
journalism, but his first enterprise in that line was on a very
small scale. He published in 1872 two leaflets under the title
Smiévegis, which was to appear from time to time ‘‘when the
weather was good”; they contained poems and a few other
trifles, and were printed at Ellidavatn in a small printing press
which Benedikt Sveinsson had established there. The press,
however, had not received the authorization of the government,
hence the editor was prosecuted for publishing these leaflets and
fined.! Towards the end of the same year Jén Olafsson neverthe-
less reappeared in the réle of an editor. This time the paper was
called GOngu-Hrélfur, and the first number was printed in
Reykjavik on Dec. 24, 1872. It was to appear in forty-eight
small quarto numbers yearly, but only fourteen were actually
printed, the last having the date of July 14, 1873. The paper
was very radical and even more aggressive than the Baldur;
in some respects it was quite interesting, and among other things
which it published were a few articles which brought to the
Icelandic public the news of an intellectual movement that
recently had been started in Denmark. It contained many
poems by the editor, some of them with music, and it was thus
the first among Icelandic papers to publish musical pieces.
Another novel feature was a summary of the contents of other
Icelandic periodicals of the day. The violent attacks in its

! See Démasafn for 1873, pp. 39-42; Pjéd6ifur XXIV, pp. 65, 73, 120, 124;
Timinn 11, p. 41; IBunn I1, 1917, pp. 91-93.
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columns on the governor-general of Iceland finally led to its
suspension; the editor was prosecuted anew and convicted of
libel,! but he escaped from the country and found his way to
America.

The maintenance of a paper of some consequence in Reykjavik
besides the Pj636lfur was again discussed, but there were always
some obstacles in the way. In 1871 a circular was sent out
about such a paper, but the scheme fell through as a sufficient
number of subscribers could not be found,® and the matter
rested for about two years. In 1872 J6n J6nsson® became the
chief of the governor-general’s bureau (landritars). He was a
man of uncommon energy and will-power; and he soon took
the question of a newspaper into his own hands and founded one
for the most part at his own expense. This was the Vikverji.
The founder, however, appeared in print neither as owner nor
the editor, although anonymously he contributed articles to it.
The editorship was entrusted to Pall Melsted,* whose good pen
and journalistic experience proved to be of great value to the
new paper. The Vikverji was a very good newspaper, and
besides published numerous well-written articles on literary,
economical, and political topics. It was usually at odds with
the Pj6d6lfur,® and it was frequently charged with a friendlier
attitude towards Denmark than was becoming in an Icelandic
paper.® The charge, however, was not justified, although the
paper in some respects disagreed with the political group which
fought most valiantly for home rule. The paper gave a very
full account of the events connected with the millennial celebra-
tion in 1874. An innovation was a list, in every number, of his-
torical or red-letter days during the week. As a separate supple-
ment a collection of the decisions of the higher courts (Démasafn)
was printed. The Vikverji was published in small quarto num-

1 See Démasafn for 1873, pp. 6-13, 26-30; Pjéd6lfur XXV, pp. 77, 109,
113, 124, 152, 158; Téminn I1, pp. 51-52, 59-60.
535’See Pj6d6ifur XXIV, 1871, p. 8.—Cf. J6n SigurBsson, Bréf, 1911, p

31J6n Jb6nsson (Johnsen), born April 23, 1841, died Jan. 4,1883. See

Témarit hins isl. Békmentafélags I11, pp. 231-232; Isafold X, p. 1; PjéB6ifur
o s g 31-23 f p. 1; Pjédbif

4 See Pall Melsted, Endurminningar, 1912, p. 97.

§ Cf. Pjéd6ifur XXV, pp. 170-171, 179-180; XXVI, pp. 3-4, 200.

6°See N%rbanfan XIII, pp. 39-40; cf. also J6n Sigurdsson, Bréf, 1911, pp.
576, 577-7
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bers during the period from June 12, 1873, to Sept. 11, 1874;
ninety numbers were printed in all! It sold well and could
easily have maintained itself, but it is said that the governor-
general ordered his bureau-chief to sever his connections with it
for political or official reasons; hence it was sold to Bjérn
Jénsson, who at that time founded the [safold, a paper which
finally succeeded in taking a permanent place beside the P;j6861f-
ur as the leading newspaper in the country; the history of this,
however, lies outside the limits of our work.

Shortly after the middle of the nineteenth century emigration
from Iceland to America, commenced,? and in the papers of the
following decades are to be found many articles on the subject,
mostly directed against emigration. Numerous letters from
emigrants were also printed, especially in the Nor8anfari. But
towards the end of the period with which we are dealing, there
appeared a publication exclusively devoted to the subject. This
was the Amerika, which was printed at Akureyri in five octavo
numbers of sixteen pages, from Dec. 30, 1873, to July 7, 1874.
The editor was PAll Magndsson, an agent for a Norwegian
steamship line. The contents of these numbers consisted of
descriptions of various parts of the United States and Canada,
information for those who wished to emigrate, news and let-
ters from those who had settled on the other side of the Atlantic,
and other similar things characteristic of that kind of publications.

After suspending the Hetlbrigdistidindi, Dr. J6n Hjaltalin
published and edited another monthly of the same size, which
was called Seemundur fr63i, and which ran for only one year
(Jan.-Dec., 1874). It was written almost entirely by the editor
himself and the subjects treated there covered a much wider
field than his preceding periodical. The largest part of it,
perhaps, was devoted to the natural resources of Iceland and
their utilization; there were articles on farm products; an
historical treatise on climatic conditions and bad seasons; also
much on medical topics; and even the news of the day was
included, with occasional poems. The first number contained a
biographical sketch of Se@mund the Learned, after whom the

1 Title-page and table of contents were promised, but these probably were
never printed.

* For a brief history of the emigration from Iceland to America, see Haf-
steinn Pétursson’s articles in Arnf 1901, pp. 33—48, and Tjaldbiidin VIII,
1902, pp. 3-12.



PERIODICAL LITERATURE 95

periodical was named, by Halldér Kr. Fri8riksson, and a long
introductory article by the editor, on the aims and purposes of
the paper. In this, among other things, he came to mention
philosophy and religion, and severely arraigned certain scientific
tendencies which he denounced as materialistic. This called
forth criticism and a controversy followed;! it must be admitted
that Dr. Hjaltalin showed a strong prejudice against, or lack of
understanding for a number of the later movements within
the field of science and philosophy. The Semundur fr68: was
in many respects an interesting paper,? but hardly one which
would find a large circulation.

I have now briefly reviewed the Icelandic periodicals from the
beginning down to the last quarter of the nineteenth century.
They are some fifty in number, and many of them were not of
much consequence, nor did most of them have a long existence.
Nevertheless, taken as a whole this periodical literature is note-
worthy. By analyzing it, we can see how the nation, after a
long era of stagnation and foreign rule, gradually raised its head,
became conscious of itself, and concentrated its effort upon
reforms and progress, with the ultimate aim of regaining its
independence. This process, fumbling and slow as it often was,
can be traced in the periodical literature. First there came the
movement for improving the economic conditions of the people
by introducing liberty of trade and new methods and reforms in
the principal forms of livelihood of the inhabitants. In the wake
of this followed the efforts to elevate intellectual standards and
literary taste, and finally the demand was made for self-govern-
ment and political liberty, the first important step in which was
reached by the constitution of 18742 That gave the nation a
power to manage its own affairs to a certain extent, and through
it the popular feeling of responsibility matured and men gradu-
ally gained confidence in themselves and in their country. Vet
there was a hard struggle ahead, and it was not until 1904 that
the government was transferred to the national capital; and as
these pages are written another step to a wider self-government
is about to be effected.

1 See NorBanfars XIII, pp. 78-79, 84 (signed: Styrmer); Hjaltalin’s reply,
p. 111; also Semundur fré63s, pp. 126-128, 137-139, 175-176.

* Cf. Pjédbifur XXV1, p. 104.

! A popular sketch of this period is to be found in J6n Jénsson, Dagrenning.
Fimm alpsBuerindi. Reykjavik, 1910, 8°, pp. (8) + 151. Cf. also Bishop
Jén Helgason, Fra Islands Demringstid. Copenhagen 1918, 8°, pp. 120.
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The periodicals have had great difficulty in maintaining
themselves. The obstacles were many for the editors and pub-
lishers to overcome. To begin with, there was the difficulty of
co-operation and of gathering news and material for the papers,
which among other things made it impossible to have dailies.
Then there was the question of distribution; the mail service
was of a primitive sort and hardly adapted to carrying news-
papers and the like; the editors therefore could not depend on the
mails and had often to resort to other means of distribution;
the papers were often carried by travellers, who for a small pay-
ment, or gratuitously, in order to render service to their friends,
took with them bundles of papers. The collecting of subscrip-
tions was another problem. The custom of barter has until
quite recently been prevalent in Iceland; ready money was
therefore scarce in the rural districts, hence followed that often
the farmers and fishermen paid the subscription price to their
merchant in kind, and he credited the editor with the sum. This
naturally was rather unsatisfactory but it was often the only way
to collect the subscriptions. The publishers had to depend as
a rule entirely on the subscriptions as advertising was a very small
source of income for them, commercial advertisements being
practically unknown during the period. Professional journalism
did not exist. The editors were usually men of some other
profession or occupation, their editorial work being done in
their leisure hours. But they were often the leading men of the
country, and thus sacrificed their time and means to what they
considered a good cause.

The year 1874 may be considered as a turning point in this
literature; not that the change was immediately noticeable;
it came on slowly as political, economic, and literary conditions
were modified and altered, and as there were brought to the front
new problems, new papers, and new men.
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ISLANDICA. VoL X.

CORRIGENDA AND ERRATA.

Page 4, line 7, for plurrima read plurima

— 4, — 19, for puntantur read putantur

— 16, — 18, for tulgitam read fulgidam

— 20, — 12, for am read Eodem

— 23, — I0, for mecesoribus read mceroribus

— 24, — 25, for eripisse (MS.] read eripuisse
— 24, — 36, for Splendabat read Splendebat
— 25, — 9, for Domini read Domine

— 26, — 6, for latiqve read lateqve

— 26, — 11, for abruit read obruit

— 26, — 18, for lactarde [MS.] read lactandze
— 29, — 46, for convertus read conversus

— 30, — 8, for devovantes read devoventes
— 33, — 38, forsereadsi

— 34, — 12, for autumerit read autumarit

— 37, — 10, for maritis sitis read mari dissitis
— 37, — 34, for denissimam read densissimam
— 38, — 12, for adderam read adderem

— 39, — 16, jor fede read fide

— 40, — 21, for Pescatores read Piscatores

— 40, — 2J, for portentarum read portentorum
— 41, — 8, for 1neqvitanto read ineqvitando
— 42, — 17, for mammos read mammas

— 42, — 20, for poterent read poterant

— 45, — 13, for exqvi- read exqvisi-

— 46, — 27, for generent read generant

— 49, — 18 and 19, for Passex read Passer

— 49, — 31, for subeint read subeunt

— 49, — 36, for pectumculus read pectunculus
— 50, — 11, for arrupto read arrepto

— 51, — 23, for sortuntur read sortiuntur

— 51, — 34, for grisco read griseo

— 52, — 2, for grisca read grisea

— 52, — 28, for digerent read degerent

— 52, — 30, for qvandam read qvendam

— 54, — 30, for reliqviae read reliqvae

— 85, — 2, for Gallmago read Gallinago

— 55, — 22, for aculcatas read aculeatas

— , — 4, for Descendiunt read Descendunt
— 64, — 6, for eorundum read eorundem

— 64, — 26, for salebrocis read salebrosis

— 67, — 12, for servieret read servierit

— , — 38, for raudawedur read raudawndur
— 71, — 4, for nullum read nullam

— 71, — 16, for possessioribus read possessoribus
— 74, — 18, for indueentes read induentes

— 77, — 10, for notissimae [MS.] read notissima
— 77, — 14, for fceniseciorum [MS.] read feenisectorum
— 79, — 2-3, for exerceunt read exercent

— 79, — 17, for scugtilia read sculptilia

— 79, — 23, for caudem [MS.] read caudam
— 82, — 25, for gennis read gemmis
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